Seek
Light

the

Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley, Pastor

What is

?

Advent

Advent is the period preceding the Christmas season. It begins the nearest
Sunday to November 30 and covers four Sundays. Because the day it begins
changes from year to year, so does the length of each Advent season. Advent
begins in 2017 on December 3 and ends December 24th. Advent is a time of
spiritual reflection, joy, and anticipation. Christian families find quiet moments
lighting candles in an Advent wreath, and children use Advent calendars to
count the days until Christmas.

Each Sunday in Advent has a particular theme. The first week is hope, associated
with Christ coming in final victory. The second and third Sundays, which feature
the stories about John the Baptist, represent love and joy. The fourth Sunday,
which covers the events that led up to the birth of Jesus, represents peace.
Many churches light candles each week on an Advent wreath or stand where
three purple candles representing the first weeks of Advent and a pink one for
the last week are displayed. A white candle is placed in the center and will be lit
on Christmas day.
Children usually make Christmas ornaments representing symbols of
Christianity, like doves, fish, and angels. Family prayer time is observed
centering on the hope, joy and love Jesus brings.
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Seek the Light, even amidst the darkness that
appears. Take the journey towards Bethlehem
and let yourselves be drawn by the Light of
God, Jesus, His only begotten Son.

An Advent
Message
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Have a blessed Christmas!
Rev. Marla C. Hawkins
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Symbols of

Advent
Lights: The symbol of light is at the heart of the Christian
faith. Jesus is our light that shines in the darkness of our world.
This light brings life to all.

Gifts: Why do we give gifts during this season? A gift is a
voluntary expression of love that expects nothing in return. Just
as the “magi” brought gifts to Jesus to show their love for Him,
subsequently, we give gifts to spread love to one another.

Circles: The circle represents many things in life. However, the
circle during this season represents the eternal, the never ending.
Jesus came into the world so that we might have eternal life.

Angels: Angel means messenger. An angel is the bearer of
God’s message to His people. Therefore, the message of the angles
is important and allows us to understand the whole experience of
the Christmas season.

Music: The word “noel” means carol. A carol is a song of
celebration. Subsequently, we celebrate the birth of Jesus with
music.

The Infant Jesus
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: The purpose of Advent is to celebrate
and seek to understand the true meaning of Jesus’ birth. As Jesus
came in an unexpected way, so must we open our hearts to God’s
unexpected events in our lives.

Advent Prayers for

Children
God in the night
God at my right
God all the day
God with me stay
God in my heart
Never depart
God with thy might
Keep us in light
Through this dark night.
AMEN
Here I wait in quiet hope
that you will come,
water the field of my heart,
and make your love blossom.
AMEN

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your
tender care
And fit us for heaven to live with you there.
AMEN

Open my eyes to see your light.
Open my hands to receive your bread.
Open my ears to hear your word.
Open my mouth to speak your love.
AMEN

Here is the stable
Where Jesus was born
and was laid in a manger
That first Christmas morn.
And Mary and Joseph
And the cattle and sheep
Smiled down on the baby
And watched him, asleep.
AMEN

Angel sent by God to guide me,
Be my light and walk beside me;
Be my guardian and protect me
On the paths of life direct me.
AMEN

Jesus Christ, a child so wise,
Bless my hands and fill my eyes.
Watch me as I sleep in bed,
Help me in the days ahead.
AMEN
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Arise, shine, your light has come.
The glory of God has risen upon you.
May the food and drink which we bless in your name,
O Lord, give us strength to walk as children of the light.
AMEN

O God,
You revealed your Son to all people
By the shining light of star.
We pray that you bless this home and all who live here
With your gracious presence.
May your love be our inspiration,
Your wisdom our guide,
Your truth our light,
And your peace our benediction;
Through Christ our Lord.
AMEN

Lord God,
May your Word become flesh through our lives
So that others may see Him in our love for each other,
Our service to the needy, and our care for the little ones of this earth.
AMEN

Lord Jesus, you continue to do great things for us.
Give us your gift of peace as we wait your coming.
AMEN

God our shepherd, gather us as lambs in your arms.
Forgive our sins so that we may rejoice in your coming.
AMEN
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Blessed be your name, O God,
You are the source of every blessing.
From your hand, we receive the good gifts
Of life, health, and salvation.
As we give and receive presents,
Bless us with hearts thankful for the birth of your Son.
May our opening of these gifts lead us
To share our love, faith, and goods with the poor and needy.
Blessed be God forever.
AMEN

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.
Restore us, O God;
Let your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
AMEN

O Lord our God,
With Mary and Joseph,
Angels and shepherds,
And the animals in the stable,
We gather around your Son, born for us.
Bless us with your holy presence
And inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell.
Be with us that we might share Christ’s love with all the world,
For He is our light and salvation.
Glory in heaven and peace on earth,
Now and forever.
AMEN

To Get
Ready to
Receive the
Light…

“I am going to
celebrate Jesus
every day.”
– Joy

PRAYERS
Prayers adapted from: Come, Lord Jesus, by Susan Briehl,
Augsburg Fortress/Minneapolis, 1996.
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Daily Advent

Meditation
Scriptures
Day 1 (Dec. 3) Isaiah 58:8

Day 5 (Dec. 7) Isaiah 45:8

“Then your light shall break forth like
the morning, your healing shall spring
forth speedily, and your righteousness
shall go before you, The glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard.”

“Rain down, you heavens, from
above, and let the skies pour down
Righteousness; Let the earth open, let
them bring forth Salvation, and let
righteousness spring together. I, the
Lord, Have created it.”

bc

Day 2 (Dec. 4) Isaiah 40:3
“The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord; Make straight in the desert” A
highway for our God.”
Day 3 (Dec. 5) Isaiah 11:1
“There shall come forth a Rod from
the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots.”
Day 4 (Dec. 6) Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are little among
Thousands of Judah. Yet out of you
shall come forth to Me the One to
be Ruler of Israel, whose goings
forth are from of old, from
everlasting.”
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Day 6 (Dec. 8) Isaiah 40:4
“Every valley shall be exalted and
every mountain and hill brought
low; the crocked places shall be
made straight, and the rough places
smooth.”
Day 7 (Dec. 9) Isaiah 11:6
“The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down
With the young goat, the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.”

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to pray more.”
– Logan

hij

“Then Jesus spoke to them again,

saying, “I am the light of the world.

He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”

– John 8:12

Day 8 (Dec. 10) Mark 1:7-8

Day 11 (Dec. 13) Luke 1:13

“And he preached saying, “There
comes one after me who is mightier
than I, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to Stoop down and loose. I
indeed baptize you with water, but
He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

“But the angel said to him, “Do not
be afraid, Zacharias, for your Prayer
has been heard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you shall call his name John.”

Day 9 (Dec. 11) Isaiah 11:6
“The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down
with the young goat, the calf and the
young lion and the Fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.”
Day 10 (Dec. 12) Luke 4:18-19
“The spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because He has anointed
Me, To preach the gospel to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed; To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord.”

Day 12 (Dec. 14) Luke 2:9
“And behold , an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid.”
Day 13 (Dec. 15) Luke 1:30-31
“Then the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth
a Son, and shall call his name Jesus.”
Day 14 (Dec. 16) Matthew 1:20
“But while he thought about these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream saying, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take to
you Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”
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Day 15 (Dec. 17) Luke 2:4-5

Day 18 (Dec. 20) Matthew 2:4-5

“Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into
Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house of David, to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who
was with child.”

“And when he gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of the people
together, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born. So they
said him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for thus it is written by the prophet.”

Day 16 (Dec. 18) Matthew 2:1

Day 19 (Dec. 21) Luke 2:7

“Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem.”

“And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manager
in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.”

Day 17 (Dec. 19) Matthew 2:2

Day 20 (Dec. 22) Luke 2:8

“Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the East and have come to
worship Him.”

“Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in
Fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night.”
Day 21 (Dec. 23) Isaiah 2:4
“He shall judge the nations, and rebuke
many people; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.”
Day 22 (Dec. 24) Luke 2:10 &
John 1:14
“For there is born to you this day in
the city of David a Savior, Who is
Christ the Lord.”

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to
share more often.”
– Leila

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth.”

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to
learn more about
Jesus’ birth.”
– Chloe

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to give food
to the homeless.”
– Marcus

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to dance
for Jesus.”
– Ava

To Get Ready to
Receive the Light…

“I am going to set-up
my Christmas tree.”
– Kendall

To Get
Ready to
Receive the
Light…

“I am going
to prepare
presents for my
family.”
– Malaysia

Merry
Christmas
Season’s
Greetings
and

