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Types of Translation 

n Verbal: translate the original languages into 
modern English and maintain the “integrity,” i.e. 
the grammar, words, rhythm and order of the 
original languages as much as possible 

n KJV, RSV,NASB 



Types of Translation 

n Dynamic:  The primary purpose of a dynamic translation 
is to convey the text in fluid modern English rather than 
word-for-word fidelity.   

n JB, NEB, REB, NLT, TEV (Good News), CEV 



Types of Translation 

n Paraphrase: A paraphrase is more focused on the 
underlying meaning or spiritual truth of the Bible: 
Message, Living Bible, The Voice 



About Translations 

n What are the goals of the translation team? 
n What is the background of the people who wrote the 

notes? 
n Is there a diversity of voices or a singular perspective? 

Sources:  Choosing a Bible by Sheely and Nash, Jr. and The Bible in Translation by Bruce Metzger 



Read the Introduction to the Bible 



What do I need to read and study the Bible? 



1. Bible 

ü What’s my purpose? Read v. Studying 

If you want to being reading the Bible – a dynamic 
equivalent or paraphrase will be easier to understand 
because it’s goal is to convey the Word in clear English. 

 
Message, Living - Paraphrase 

CEV, NLT - Dynamic 



2. Other Resources for Study 

ü Study Bible : Ryrie, Thompson, Macarthur, Holman, 
Life Application, Thomas Nelson 

ü Study Bibles: maps, concordance, commentary, 
historical context, articles, application notes, original 

languages 
ü Strong’s Concordance – Strong’s numbering 

ü Hebrew/Greek Study Bible 
ü Topical Bible, Bible Dictionary  

ü Commentaries 



Strong’s Concordance 

In 1890 Professor James Strong published an index 
of every word in the KJV of the Bible: 

ü 8674 Hebrew root words 
ü 5624 Greek root words 

 
Each word was assigned a number (Strong’s 

numbers) 
e.g. prayer, tephillah H8605 



Strong’s Concordance 

• Allows you to re-find a phrase or passage 
•  See the word in its original language and differing 

translations 
•  See where the same word is used elsewhere 



www.blueletterbible.org 



Character Identification 



Biblical Genres 

•  Poetry 
•  Legal Commandments 

• Genealogies 
•  Epistles 
•  Prophecies 

• Wisdom Literature 
• Apocalyptic 

• Historical/Biographical/Parabolic Narratives 



Narratives have… 

Context 
 

Plot: action, suspense, irony 
 

Characters – people both real and suggestively real 
 
 



Character Identification 

Is a method of studying Biblical narratives through 
the perspective, thoughts, feelings, insights, 

emotions, questions, assumptions, theology, and 
unwritten details of the characters in the narrative 



Character Identification Requires… 

ü Playful imagination to read between the lines of 
what is shared to think about what is not 

ü Becoming one of the characters and asking 
questions of yourself and the other characters 

ü Questioning God’s presence, work, and will 



Character Identification 

ü Choose a Biblical Narrative 
ü Read, re-read, re-read in several translations 

ü Make a list of all the characters – including God 
ü Put yourself in each character’s shoes one at a 

time 
ü Walk through the narrative as the character asking 

critical and playful questions 



Critical Questions… 

How would I feel if this happened to me? 
What would I do differently than she/he did and 

why? 
What’s wrong/strange with what happens? 

What is God revealing? 
Are there any other scriptures that I would bring into 

my understanding of these events? 
What else might I need to study? 

 



Genesis 29:1-30:24 



OT Passages to Study 

Genesis 22:1-19 
Numbers 13:1-14:45 

II Samuel 6:1-23 
Daniel 3:1-30 

 
Next: Life of Jesus and Parables 

 


