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We are Our Brothers Keeper, in its 8th year, reaches out to the community into the hearts and 
minds of the many families in need.  In these eight years, many families have changed but the 
needs remain the same, and many times we ask the question, what about the children? This was 
the main focus of this year’s outreach. Our goal was to provide a day centered on Family, Fun and 
Fellowship.  

On August 21, 2010, we hosted over 
165 families comprised of nearly 500 
children with 175 parents/guardians. 
Our onsite and offsite campaign result-
ed in over 900 children receiving back-
packs and over 600 children receiving 
winter coats. 

This year prior to our annual day, we delivered backpacks to area schools in the 22314 
zip code.  Lyles Crouch and Jefferson Houston received 50/150 backpacks respectively, 
stuffed with school supplies to prepare their students for the upcoming school year. We 
also presented Jefferson Houston with a $2,000.00 check to assist their students with 
reduced lunches as well as school field trips during the year. 

Because of the overwhelming interest in our Brother’s Keeper Outreach, we decided to 
hold two sessions.  Our sunrise/yellow session which began at 8:30 a.m. was comprised 
of 100 families with 350 children and our sunset/blue session began at 11:00 a.m. and 
was comprised of 65 families with 150 children. Our second session was presented in 
Spanish to ensure that our Spanish speaking families would receive the full benefit of 
all workshops and activities. With the excellent assistance of over 20 interpreters, who 
were volunteers, the second session was well received. 

What wonderful participation from our church family! Nearly 100 persons acted as bud-
dies to our registered families; others provided transportation; some purchased, orga-
nized and packed book bags; while another team purchased coats and set up the bless-
ings rooms; and others hosted the barbecue or the outside activities.   With the help of 
so many volunteers acting in various roles, true outreach set the tone for a day. 

As we completed our preparation for the day’s events with final instructions followed 
by our morning prayer, a security volunteer entered around 8 a.m. and announced that 
many families had already arrived. Since the morning’s activities were scheduled to be-
gin at 8:30 a.m., their early arrival marked the beginning of a most memorable day.   

Registration tables were set up for the first time outside on the portico in several sta-
tions and the line to check in flowed down Alfred Street.               - continued to page 12
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Sundays at ASBC are great! We are blessed with an anointed, 
gifted preacher who, guided by the Spirit, delivers biblically-based, 
theologically-sound, and relevant messages. We are also blessed 
with numerous choirs that worship the Lord with both traditional and 
contemporary songs. For those who walk in with burdens that seem 
too much to bear, we can respond to Jesus’ invitation to “come, all 
who are heavy laden and I will give you rest” by leaving our burdens 
at the altar. We leave the altar with a renewed sense that God is 
sovereign and all-powerful, that he cares about our struggles, and 
is able to meet our every need. We often leave church on Sunday 
on a spiritual high having experienced the presence of the Lord and 
the movement of the Holy Spirit. For many of us, Sundays at ASBC 
provide the fuel we need to get through the 
week until we refill the following Sunday.  Yes, 
Sundays at ASBC are great!  But, what should 
we do on Monday?  
 
This reminds me of the story of the 
transfiguration of Jesus which is recorded in 
the three synoptic gospels (Mark, Matthew, 
and Luke).  Jesus took Peter, James, and John up 
onto the mountain to pray. As he was praying, 
Jesus was transfigured. His face “shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became as white 
as the light”. (Matthew 17:2). The disciples 
experienced the glory of the Lord. In the Old 
Testament, a mountain is often associated 
with closeness to God. Likewise, glory in the Old Testament refers to 
the presence of God. God spoke to Moses and Elijah on a mountain. 
The Lord said to Elijah “go out and stand on the mountain in the 
presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by”. (1 Kings 19:11)  
In Exodus 24:12, 15-16a, the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on 
the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, 
with the law and commands I have written for their instruction…
When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai.” In Exodus 40:34, the glory 
of the Lord filled the tabernacle demonstrating his presence.  Just as 
God manifested his glory in the tabernacle and to Moses (see also 
Exodus 33:12-21), Jesus revealed his glory to the disciples.  So, it’s no 
wonder that Peter said to Jesus “Master, it is good for us to be here.”  
Peter was in worship and he wanted to dwell in the presence of the 
Lord.  However, Jesus could not remain on the mountain because he 
had a mission and a ministry.

The problem with staying on the mountain is that Jesus had a mission 

and a ministry that was beyond the mountain. Jesus said in John 6:38 
“For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the 
will of him who sent me”. What was his mission? Jesus continued 
in John 6:39, “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall 
lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last 
day.” Jesus could not stay on the mountain of transfiguration because 
he had to go to the hill of Golgotha, or Calvary.  John 3:16 sums up 
the mission of Jesus. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.”  God sent Jesus to redeem the lost and reconcile 
us back to him.  Until the appointed time of completing his mission 
on the cross, Jesus had an earthly ministry. Matthew 4:23 says “Jesus 

went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease and 
sickness among the people.” The fact that 
Jesus could not remain on the mountain 
because of his mission and ministry is 
evident in what was happening when they 
came down the mountain. A man had taken 
his son who was demon possessed to the 
other disciples for healing but they couldn’t 
heal him. Jesus healed the boy by rebuking 
the demon and then continued teaching his 
disciples.  

Similar to that of Jesus, our mission and 
ministry is beyond the walls of the church. Just as God sent Jesus to 
the world, Jesus sends us into the world. (John 20:21)  In the Great 
Commission, Jesus said “all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”. 
(Matthew 28:18-20)  Jesus calls all of his followers to be witnesses to 
the world.  Just as Jesus could not stay on the mountain, the totality 
of our worship cannot be in the church on Sundays. We must also 
worship God by obeying his command to go outside the church 
doors and witness and minister to those in need. Our mountaintop 
experiences on Sundays renew our strength but then we must go out 
to proclaim the good news of the gospel.  At the closing session of 
the 20th Baptist World Congress in Hawaii, Rev. Lance Watson said 
“life with God is not moving from peak to peak.  It is moving from the 
mountain to the valley to help others.” Sunday worship at ASBC is a 
peak but we should leave better equipped to minister to and serve 
others in the valley. 

Sundays are Great! 

But What About Monday?
by Katherine Washington
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On Sunday, 2 January 2011, ASBC officers for the 2011 calendar year were installed during the 
11:00 a.m.  worship service.  The officers had been elected to their respective position earlier 
at the December 2010 Annual Church meeting.  Over 200 persons holding church-wide of-
fice (e.g., Trustees), ministry positions (e.g., Ushers), and membership group positions were 
installed.

Four Deacons who had taken a year-off of the Board after 10 years as required by the Consti-
tution, returned to the Board of Deacons.  They were Deacons Johnny F. Brown, Lawrence E. 
Clark, Lionel A. Martin, and Patricia M. Wallace, each had been ordained in 1999.

Additionally, three trustees were installed.  They included, Trustee Clarence Miller who was re-
installed to a third, 3-year term ending 2013, and Sister Karen Croom, who had also served a 
3-year term.  Joining the Trustee Ministry for the first time is Ms. Shelvee H. Osborne, who was 
installed as a new trustee beginning her first 3-year term.  She replaces Trustee Jason Everett 
who stepped down after a 3-year term.

Ms. Osborne hails from Norfolk, VA.  She attended Norfolk State University, graduating with 
the class of 1979 with a degree in Business Administration.  She immediately 
moved to the Metro DC area to accept a position with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, where she has worked now for 30 years.  At the IRS, most of her career has 
been in the area of tax processing, having most recently overseen the develop-
ment of various versions of “E-file” that permits citizens to file on-line. For these 
developments efforts, she supervises a staff of over 25 persons. 
 
While her career has proven rewarding, the heart still resides at her Alma Mater, 
Norfolk State University (NSU).  There she is the immediate past president of 
the National NSU Alumni Association, where she started several new initiatives.  
She was also a charter member and past president of the local Northern Virginia 
chapter of the NSU alumni.  It was while worshipping with the local chapter in 

2003 that she first attended ASBC, and joined a year later in 2004.  While at ASBC, she has been 
active as an usher, with the HBCU College Fair, and with several activities within her Member-
ship Group #13.

In addition to the Deacons and Trustees, other new officers and standing committees include. 
Treasurer Ed Robinson
Financial Secretary Eileen Wilson
Asst Financial Secy Catherine Jan Jones
Clerk Nancy Doswell
1st Assistant Clerk Joan Perkins
2nd Assistant Clerk Andrea Boudreax
Budget Committee Deborah Gandy, Jacqueline Pratt, Calvin Speights, Jr.
Personnel Committee Paula Waters
Records Committee Cheryl Charity, Emily Clark, Annette Jennings, Theresa Johnson, Carolyn Rowe

ASBC congratulates the entire slate of 2011 officer, and pledge to support them in their various leadership roles.

New ASBC Officers for 2011 Installed

Trustee Shelvee H. Osborne



ON NEW YEARS’ EVE, over 450 members of 
ASBC and their guest celebrated the arrival of 
New Year’s at the Crystal City Hyatt. The event 
began with a vision from Pastor Wesley and 
was the culmination of months of planning 
carried out jointly by 
ASBC’s CAYA, YAM and 
Single’s Ministry under 
the leadership of Minister 
Dustin Sullivan.  The goal 
was to provide a Christian 
alternative to the typical 
secular New Year’s Eve 
party. 

Stepping out of the 
elevator on the third 
floor of the Crystal City 
Hyatt you were greeted 
with our wonderful 
photography staff with 
red carpet photos. Many 
were surprised to know 
that not only were there 
two sought after DJ’s but 
they were in two uniquely 
transformed lounges for the choosing. Each 
ballroom was transformed into a swanky 
lounge accompanied by ambient light, white 
leather furniture, ice sculptures, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres.  
The capstone of the any NYE event is usually 
the stroke of midnight and for us that was 
only partially true.  We shared the countdown 
and rang in the New Year with DJ Destroy 
and moved the crowd to the ballroom with 
DJ Sixth Sense for a good Old School Dance 
competition. The stakes were high for this 
competition and the prizes reflected such. 
With an Apple Ipad up for grabs numerous 
competitors stepped up for a chance to stake 
their claim.  In the end, with help from our 
DJ, Pastor Wesley and crowd participation 
a winner was crowned.  Surprises like this 
occurred all evening as many party goers left 
with swag from the Apple store.

The event had been promoted by the church 
via announcements from the pulpit, at CAYA 
sessions, via the web and word of mouth.  
As is frequently the case, ticket sales were 
initially fairly slow, with less than half having 

been sold as late as a week before Christmas.  
Then in a blitz, all the pre-sale tickets sold out 
on the final day via the web and many still 
opted to join us paying a premium at the door.  

Here are a few reflections from the attendees 
of the event: “This event helped me find 
balance in my Christian walk.” 

“It was fabulous and lots of fun.  It was a good 
opportunity to fellowship with people outside
 of church.” (L. Carr).

“The event was great.  I had no idea we would 
have this much fun.  It’s good to know we can 
be Christians and celebrate in a place that 
keeps us honest.” (M. Brown).
Pastor Wesley’s Reflections:
If Daniel distinguished himself with a spirit 
of excellence then ASBC was stellar on 
New Year’s Eve.  I was amazed as I walked 
through the doors of the Hyatt in Crystal 

City after our 10p worship service.  The 
contrast was amazing and glorifying – there 
were those there celebrating without any God 
conscience and then in the midst of them were 
the members of Alfred Street celebrating the 

new year to the glory of God.  
What an awesome statement 
and presence.  All around the 
question was being asked – who 
are these young adults, sober, 
well dressed, respectful, and 
filled with joy.  Our answer – 
Disciples of Christ.
The statement in the lobby was 
only surpassed by our presence 
on the 3rd floor.  The party 
and dance floor was packed.  
The music, without an ounce 
of vulgarity, took us all back 
to the 80s and the saints were 
celebrating.  I took off my “Rev. 
Dr.” and grabbed my Howard-
John with my wife and had a 
great time.  
We never could have seen what 
God was going to do and at 

what level He would do.  To God be glory and 
may thanks be given to all those who spent 
hours in planning and executing His vision!

Minister Dustin Sullivan’s Reflections:
When Pastor Wesley first revealed the vision 
for a throwback New Year’s Eve Party 
featuring non offensive Hip Hop and alcohol-
free, many were skeptical that it could be 
done.  As dj’s across the DMV battled against 
each other on radio stations trying to hype 
the hottest New Year’s Eve party for young 
professionals, some said without alcohol on 
NYE our chances of success were virtually 
impossible.  And as ticket sales trickled in a 
few per week – if truth be told many of us (me 
included) began to lower expectations for what 
God would do and wondered had we dreamed 
too big?!?!?!  It was in these moments where 
God reminded me of his charge given to 
Habakkuk to write the vision, for the vision 

CAYA, Singles and YAMS
Celebrating THE NEW YEAR In A New Way

by LaShaunda Ford
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On Sunday 26 December, ASBC honored its college students during 
the 11 AM service. Students who are members of the congregation 
(60), in addition to those from outside who receive scholarship 
funding via the ASBC Foundation (10) were also honored. 

The 60 students from within the ASBC congregation attended schools 
across the nation from HBCUs, to Ivy League, to local colleges here in 
the Metro DC Area.  Many have grown up in the church from babies 
such as Ms. Collins, Mr.Tarver, while others are children of the recent 
influx of new members at ASBC.

In addition to the college students who are members of ASBC, the 
ASBC Foundation which began awarding scholarships in 2007 invites 
recipients to return over Christmas along with the ASBC students.  
This year, ten ASBC Foundation Scholars along with their parents 
attended. These included two seniors from the original class of 
scholarship recipients who each received a Millennium Scholarship 
of $20,000.. The Foundation Scholars also received a cash gift from 
the Foundation which were presentecd by President James Berry and 
Mrs. Julia Gibbs,  Chair of the Foundation Scholarship Committee.

The tradition of honoring students goes back to the mid-1980s under 
Rev. J.O. Peterson.  During that time, an offering was collected at the 
service which was split among the students in attendance.  Years later 
that offering would be matched by the church to essentially double 

the size of the cash gifts the students received.  Beginning in 2004, 
the College Ministry was formally established under the direction of 
Mrs. Juliette McNeil.  Since then, the College Ministry has instituted 
a year-long program that includes care packages, birthday cards and 
other year-round activities, in addition to the gifts of cash over the 
Christmas holidays.

The church wishes to thank those who make the College Ministry 
a vital ministry of outreach for our college students. Special thanks 
go to Deacon Bessie Johnson, Mrs. Katrina Moss, Mrs. Lula Gaskins, 
Mrs. Lydia Rainer, Mrs. Rhonda Collins, Mrs. Kathy Thomas and Ms. 
Deborah Bell. ASBC is proud of all our college students and wishes 
them success with their studies.

ASBC Celebrates 

College Sunday
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had an appointed time and though the vision appeared to tarry-to continue to wait for it-for it surely 
would come. 

In that moment, New Year’s Eve for us radically changed.  Instead of focusing on numbers as a 
measurement of success, we focused as a committee on faithfulness to God’s vision as our benchmark!  
Operating in that faith allowed the New Year’s Eve committee to unshackle our limitations on what we 
could do, to carry forth the concept in a way that allowed God to do what only He could do--blow our 
minds!  Not knowing where we would end, we held the vision and executed what turned out to be 
something unprecedented in the life of our church and around the DMV. 

What a great way to end 2010 and usher in 2011!
 I rejoice in the fact that patrons constantly said, “This is the first time I’ve ever brought in the New Year 

without alcohol—I feel good.  Now I know there’s another way I can celebrate. “

What I celebrate most is the way God united our ministries together, brought new faces to leadership, 
and responded to the needs of young adult Christians across this region—To God be Praised!

This event was the second held by all three ministries and will surely not be the last!  We aim to continue 
to provide forums for Christians to fellowship and have fun.  

THE NEW YEAR - continued from page 6



The energy was high – the enthusiasm was contagious – and the excitement filled 
the air as members of the ASBC Health & Wellness Ministry (H&W MINISTRY) 
transformed the multipurpose room and surrounding areas into an appealing 
and welcoming arena of informational wonder.  It was Saturday, September 25 
and time for the much anticipated 2010 Annual Community Health Fair.

Given that many health conditions are preventable, the H&W MINISTRY 
and the overwhelming vendor participants firmly believe that every health 
care interaction should include prevention support. The Health Fair included 
prevention screenings, provided incredible health information, and had healthy 
yet fun activities for women, men and children. Those who attended the FREE 
Health Fair would surely agree that this was a wonderful opportunity to take 
proactive steps to ensure that everyone lives a healthy life. 

The H&W MINISTRY was proud to be able to administer the combined flu vaccine 
at the Health Fair for the first time this year. The vaccine was free to persons age 
60 and over.  All others paid $15.00.  The H&W MINISTRY also administered the 
Flu vaccine after both services on Sunday, October 24, 2010.

Health Fair vendors provided health and wellness screenings for adults and 
children.  The screenings included: dental checks, blood pressure, BMI (body 
mass index) and body fat measurements, cholesterol and glucose testing, HIV/
AIDS counseling and testing, and vision & hearing screenings. 

Many other vendors and medical doctors provided valuable information on 
cardiovascular disease, chiropractic manipulation, dermatological issues, 
gastrointestinal disease, podiatry, and gynecological and urological concerns 
were addressed.

Additional information, participation and observations included:  model 
demonstrations of self breast examination, aerobic exercise, food preparation, 
hospice care, chair massage, mental health counseling, pharmacy information, 
reflexology, skin care, stress management-dance therapy, substance use/abuse 
counseling, and weight management and counseling.
 
The H&W MINISTRY strives to assist ASBC members and the community in 
the development of a healthy mind and body. We know that when people are 
systematically provided information  to reduce health risks, they are better prepared to stay well, feel good and live longer, productive lives.  

The Community Health Fair has been in existence for approximately thirty years. Conceptualized by Deacon (ness) Barbara Keller, who then 
approached Pastor (Emeritus) John O. Peterson about providing an annual health fair for the church and the community. Deaconess Keller, 
Attorney Kenneth Bynum and Dr. Odell McCant were the early organizers of the Medical Aide Unit which later became the Health & Wellness 
Ministry. The tradition of providing an Annual Community Health Fair was continued under the direction of Dr. Kenneth DeSandies.  For the last 
two years,   Darhyl Jasper, RN, MSN has served as the Health & Wellness Program Director.  If you would like to join the Ministry please contact 
Mrs. Jasper at wjasper370@aol.com.  

Don’t miss the next exciting and informative Health Fair event. Mark your calendar now to attend the Annual Health Fair on Saturday, September 
24, 2011…for your health is a priority, not only to you, but also to the Alfred Street Baptist Church.  

Health & Wellness Ministry 

2010 Annual Community Health Fair
by S. Miller Satterwhite

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r

page 8



Have you ever visited a local library, bookstore, or 
searched online with the intent to borrow or purchase 
a specific subject book, only to become distracted with 
the artistic design or the title cover of a completely unre-
lated book? Well, that’s what recently happened to me.  

During a recent visit after a Sunday worship service to 
the John O. Peterson library located at Alfred Street Bap-
tist Church, I looked for a book on the subject of “spiritu-
al mapping.”  My curiosity got the best of me, when my 
eye caught a glimpse of a book on a shelf that had pre-
cisely 20 pictures that were displayed on half of the front 
cover. Half of the pictures were a variety of images of a 
white Jesus, 7 pictures showed images of church build-
ings (one actually resembled ASBC).  The 3 remaining im-
ages were photographs of signs that we’ve seen in our 
city travels or on the highway,  “Jesus Saves”,  and “Only 
Jesus Can Save me from my Sins”, and a very unique pic-
ture of a guy wearing a red t-shirt with an image of eth-
nicity with the inscription, “Jesus is My Homeboy”.  The 
book was entitled, They Like Jesus but Not the Church: 
Insights from EmergingGenerations, Dan Kimball, 2007 
(Paperback).  

Although the book does not contain any content, related 
to “spiritual mapping”, per se, I checked out this book 
from the library, read it and discovered it gives a fresh 
and relevant perspective to the Body of Christ on how to 
approach missions and evangelism in our communities. 
He dedicates his book, “to church leaders and Christians 
who have enough missional courage to do whatever it 
takes to escape the Christian subculture (being connect-
ed only to Christians in the
church) and be citizens of the kingdom rather than citi-
zens of the bubble (stuck in church rut).”  

The author is currently the pastor of a Santa Cruz Cali-
fornia based church named Vintage Faith Church.  In his 
introduction, Kimball harps on his experience as a youth 
pastor for eight years.  Kimball was also involved in evan-
gelistic, young adult and college ministries and had mul-
tiple discussions with these ministry groups and people 
between the 18 to 35 year age range and others outside 
the church.  
In his book, he seeks to build a case based upon his bibli-
cal beliefs and outreach experiences that today’s church 

needs to see itself as missionaries not just overseas, but 
right in the towns and cities where we live.  He shared 
stories of having conversations with many folks in cof-
feehouses, meeting people (who don’t generally attend 
churches) to find out where they are in their beliefs. 
Many of his views are also based upon conversations he 
has had with other pastors and church leaders across the 
U.S.  He states that many small and mega-churches are 
crowded with baby-boomers but are absent a greater 
percentage of 20-something and 30-something people.  
Because of this great vacuum, he feels that many of our 
missions and evangelistic outreach needs to be targeted 
towards this group.
 
In generalizations, Kimball states that (over the past 
30 years), many emerging generations are increasingly 
“post-Christian” culture.  The values and worldviews of 
these generations, he believes, are no longer in agree-
ment with biblical Christianity.  Our Lord Jesus asked his 
disciples, “Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 16:15)  Kim-
ball challenges the readers to “reach out and ask people 
the same question, as many people in today’s culture say 
they like Jesus, but what Jesus are they talking about?”
 
The author readily admits that he does not rely on any 
statistics, but he did his own research.  Kimball inter-
viewed many non-Christians, seeking their perspectives 
of Jesus and the contemporary church. He asked them 
two questions, “What do you think of when you hear the 
name Jesus?” and, “What comes to your mind when you 
hear the word Christian?” He found that emerging gen-
erations are largely favorable to Jesus with comments 
such as, “He is beautiful,” “He is a wise man,” and “I want 
to be like him,” and “I like Jesus.” Most of the people 
Kimball interviewed held firmly to six common misper-
ceptions of the church: 

* The church is an organized religion with a political agenda.
* The church is judgmental and negative.
* The church is dominated by males and oppressed females.
* The church is homophobic.
* The church arrogantly claims all other religions are wrong.
* The church is full of fundamentalists who take the whole   
    Bible literally.

continue to page  17

Reaching Out To People Who Like Jesus, 
But Not The Church

 
by Stan Taylor

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r

page 9



Haiti to Alfred Street Baptist Church 

What Have You Done for Me Lately? 
by Samuel Nixon,  Jr.

It’s been awhile since we’ve heard an update 
on the Haiti situation.  The world’s cameras 
have turned to another direction, the news 
headlines have shifted, and the world has 
seemingly moved on to other matters.  But 
not so with Alfred Street Baptist Church.  
We’re on mission in Haiti --- even when the 
world seems to have turned aside!

A number of things have happened over 
the past months.  First, the Alfred Street 
Baptist Church Family received a written 
assessment of the situation in Haiti, via 
a comprehensive report (on file in the 
JOP Library) filed with the church by Rev. 
Samuel Nixon, Jr., as a result of a week-
long on-the-ground engagement with 
the Haitian church leadership and local 
communities from Cap-Haitian to Port-
au-Prince to Leogane in March 2010.  As 
a result of the assessment and church 
presentations, the Alfred Street Family 
voted at the June 2010 church meeting 
to engage a multi-year Haiti Earthquake 
Recovery and Restoration Missions Project, 
beginning with the building of permanent, 
earthquake/hurricane resistant housing in 
Leogane, 2 hours south of Port-au-Prince, in 
collaboration with one of our sister church 
congregations, the Lott Carey Baptist Church 
of Leogane, pastored by Rev. Saul Hendrick.  
Under the direction of Pastor Wesley and 

the ASBC leadership, the first ASBC missions 
team (Brother John Chapman, Deacon David 
Rollins, and Rev. Samuel Nixon, Jr.) traveled 
to Leogane during July 17-26, 2010, and 
worked with the Haitian partners (the Fuller 
Center for Housing), the Lott Carey Baptist 
Church of Leogane volunteers, community 
volunteers, and one of the families who lost 
their home to build the first house of the 
ASBC project.  It was a challenging time of 
sweltering heat (103 degree average daily 
temperatures), hungry mosquitoes, limited 
food resources, very bumpy roads, massive 
mounds of debris and crumbling building 
structures, and sickness and death around 
the area.

But by the grace of God, we experienced 
many blessings in the midst.  The people 
of Haiti welcomed us warmly and extended 
loving offers of assistance in many ways 
during our stay in Leogane.  We also 
witnessed God’s beautiful sunrises and 
sunsets that daily graced the land.  Little 
children surrounded us on occasion, seeking 
our attention, as well as to determine just 
who these “foreign” visitors were from 
another country.  Wide-eyed and lovingly, 
they reached out for our hands as we 
passed through their way.  What a family 
we grew to know over that week!

Our ASBC project investment 
help to provide income 
and longer-term stability 
to the lives of the Haitian 
contractors, while building 
the houses in their own 
communities, and continues 
to evolve relationships with 
the Haitian people in ways 
that extend beyond just a 
project.  As we looked into 
the eyes of those who we 
were helping to break up 
the rocks, shovel aside the 
dirt, move the gravel, sift the 

sand, push the wheelbarrows, draw water 
from the well, mix and pour the concrete, tie 
the rebars, and move the cinder blocks into 
place, we saw and felt deep friendship and 
unspoken graciousness and appreciation 
towards our team.  Even with the daily 
“Kreole” language barrier between the 
ASBC team and the Haitian contractors and 
volunteers, God provided for the unspoken 
language --- expressions, smiles, nodding of 
the heads, and content visages of hope --- to 
flow from heart-to-heart!  The village came 
to life with high expectations and growing 
anticipation of restoration, not only of the 
buildings and roads, “bricks and mortar” so 
to speak, but most significantly of shattered 
lives!  And ASBC is an instrument through 
which the Lord has started to bring about 
major changes and hope for that portion of 
the Haitian “vineyard”!

We have at least four (4) houses in 
completion stages since the July visit, with 
additional families from the church, their 
land, and volunteers identified to begin 
work on more housing as 2010 comes to a 
close.  It will be a long and difficult road, but 
the Haitian families in Leogane, and around 
the country, have begun the long step of 
rebuilding again --- and the ASBC Family 
has not turned our lens away!  We’re on 
a mission and the tasks are not done yet! 
Praise God for His faithfulness to His people!
 
“We are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are persplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed; Always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body”. (I1 Cor. 4:8-10 
KJV)
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We have them all around us and don’t 
fully realize their value!  Each of us 
have at least one (and usually more) 
in our life, but fail to give them the full 
recognition that they’re due.  I speak 
of the people whom the Lord has 
blessed with longevity of life --- the 
elders.  And not just regular elders, 
but those counted among the elect --- 
Christian elders.

I’m reminded when I was growing up, 
of the old preacher who was one of 
our ministers at the church in which 
I was raised, the Pleasant Green Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in St. Louis, 
MO.  Rev. Bindum never said a lot at 
one time, but what he had to share 
were always words of wisdom when 
he spoke.  We saw him most fre-
quently on Sunday mornings and at 
Wednesday Bible study evenings, sit-
ting right inside the church entrance 
door, not disturbing anyone, but qui-
etly and warmly greeting those who 
passed by with a knowing smile.  Even 
through the aged teeth of his com-
forting smile, it was easy to see that 
this was a man who enjoyed the fel-
lowship of the saints and always re-
sponded to the opportunity to affirm 
how good God was to him.  As chil-
dren, we remember Rev. Bindum for 
always having a biblically-oriented 
message to share when we said “hel-
lo” to him.  He never seemed to be 
distressed or depressed.  We never 
heard him fuss, fight with anyone, 
or have anything bad to say about 
anyone.  It was always that quiet and 
encouraging spirit of love that we 
met when we walked over to shake 
his hand and ask how he was doing.  
His witness in Christ, through each 
weekly encounter, was a regular gift 
deposited in our lives in growing in 
Christ.  He was a preacher that I don’t 
remember ever seeing preach from a 
pulpit, but always gave a sermon with 

his life!  When he passed on to glory, 
we sorely missed him!

Then, there was the undertaker, Dea-
con “Buddie” Walton, who also en-
couraged us as little children, through 
his gifts of annual calendars to the 
church, tokens of love to bereaved 
families, and the coins that he gifted 
us at the church during the Christmas 
season.  Even though we didn’t fully 
realize all that he did in his work life, 
as children we simply knew him as 
the man at church who gave a lot and 
helped the church, through his funer-
al home, during the funeral services.  
As children, we also remembered the 
excitement of his gift of the silver dol-
lar that he placed in the hands of the 
children of the church at Christmas 
time!  It was a special gift from a spe-
cial elder!

Christian elders have been in my life.  
During high school and college, there 
were always those who watched, en-
couraged, and taught me carefully, 
through their own lives, how to lift up 
Christ in the way I treat people, how 
to pray, how to respond when spoken 
to, how to listen before you speak, 
how to cherish my parents, how to 
walk as a Christian in a secular world, 
and chiefly how to put Christ first in 
all that I do.  Those teachers, advisors, 
neighbors, and others surrounded me 
with their examples of what it meant 
to live a sound, gracious, caring, and 
loving life in Christ.

At Alfred Street Baptist Church, after 
21 years of active participation, there 
have been and continue to be Chris-
tian elders who help shape my life 
daily.  I remember early on meeting 
Deacons Richard and Mary Wair, Dea-
con (“Mama”) Grace Joseph, Deacon 
Welton and Nellie Quander, Gloria 
and William Brown, Deacon “Will” 

and Emma Willis, Deacon James Glad-
den, Deacon Leo and Naomi Brooks, 
Deacon Willie and Katherine Lazenby, 
Sister Isabelle Smith, Dr. Rita Wom-
ack, Rev. Faye and Fred Gunn, Dea-
con James and Joyce Garrett, and 
Rev. John and Mrs. Joyce Peterson to 
name only a few of the early Christian 
elders who were among those who 
initially helped me to engage Alfred 
Street in a warm and meaningful way.  
A number of others have also entered 
my life in a special way.  Each of these 
persons deposited some example of 
Godliness in my life through my expe-
riences with them in various contexts.  
Deacon Willis and I shared on several 
occasions in staffing the homeless 
shelter during those cold nights and 
he chided me on during the Senior 
Pancake Breakfast times!  Deacons 
Richard and Mary Wair have been 
stellar examples of those elders who 
encourage Godly living by demonstra-
tion every day for many years of my 
life.  Deacon Welton and Nellie Quan-
der continue to teach me much about 
Christ, in my visit to their home, as 
well as in our sharing in both the 
church sanctuary and parking lot.

Christian elders are not sent by hap-
penstance or chance.  They are de-
posits of God of those persons placed 
in our lives to remind us of how well 
the Lord keeps us through the years 
as we continue to grow in and learn 
of Him.  We are reminded of just how 
significant the Christian elders are, as 
jewels in our lives, shining in the glory 
of God.  And these jewels are worthy 
“investments” of God in our lives.  
Their preciousness carries the worth 
of double honor amongst us, as Paul 
reminds Timothy in his letter, “Let the 
elders that rule well be counted wor-
thy of double honor, especially they 
who labor in the word and doctrine”. 
(I Timothy 5:17 KJV)

Christian Elders The Jewels in Our Midst! 
 By Rev. Samuel Nixon, Jr.
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Greeters welcomed our invited guest and ushers 
led them to the beautifully adorned sanctuary 
which had an arrangement of sunflowers.  Every-
one seemed to be smiling with glee as the little 
ones as well as the big ones entered the sanctuary. 
As the families were seated, you could see their 
excitement and feel the anticipation of the chil-
dren wondering what was in store for them.  

Our opening session began with excitement as our 
praise and worship co-leaders Michelle and Mary 
Millben led us in interactive fellowship songs. In 
the second session they led the praise and wor-
ship in Spanish. Both worship services definitely 
echoed with the love of the Holy Spirit.  Looking 
over the congregation there was a sea of beautiful 
smiling faces bubbling with joy. 

The first workshop always begins with devotions 
and a morning message. We were blessed by Sis-
ter Charnika Hayes, director of the CAYA Drama 
Team, who performed an inspiring monologue. 
Ms. Aiyana Williams danced like an angel as she 
danced to “In the Midst of it All,” by Yolanda Ad-
ams. It was simply a sermon interpreted in dance. 
Everyone was captivated by the outpouring of the 
holy spirit which was evident in her every move.  
What a blessed service. The word was presented 
in a concise and informative manner by our own 
Reverend Delton Nichols, who spoke from our 
theme “We are the children of God,” Romans 8:16.

Our next workshop topic centered on informa-
tion pertinent to missing & exploited children. 
Mr. Russell Petty and Ms. Ju’Riese Colon from the 
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
presented a most interesting and viable workshop 
that was pertinent to all in attendance, especially 
the children. The presenters conveyed the need 
for parents to be more involved and to become 
more aware of what their children are doing on 
their computers and the importance for all to be 
more vigilant, remembering to always pay atten-
tion to your surroundings.  They also shared that 
all children are being abducted, boys and girls. 
Another key point for parents/guardians was to al-
ways keep an up-to-date picture of their children/
grandchildren in the event that their child be-
comes missing. They stressed that authorities will 
need an up-to-date picture for identification. The 
children of all ages, as well as their parents were 
spellbound by the information that was imparted. 
All were awakened to the urgency to educate, pro-
tect as well as equip our children with the tools 
necessary for survival in this new age of instant in-
formation technology. Finally, they provided mate-
rials to all families including their 24 hour hotline 
number (1- 800 -The – Lost) to answer questions 

or provide assistance if one’s child is missing. 

Again, another first, in our eight years of hosting 
Brother’s Keeper, our steering committee hosted a 
“down home” barbecue/feast for our invited fami-
lies and volunteers. One mother was in awe and 
commented, “We get all of this for free? Praise 
God and Thank You.” All were delighted to have 
time to dine and fellowship with their families as 
well as buddies. They enjoyed hot dogs and ham-
burgers – fresh off the grill, barbecue ribs and 
chicken, potato salad, barbecue beans, corn on 
the cob, cookies and brownies for dessert with 
homemade lemonade. 

In the beautiful weather that day, there were still 
more surprises for our families. Children could be 
seen enjoying the outside activities beginning with 
a huge moon bounce, muscle man ring stand, car-
nival games, Wii station, face painters, and clowns. 
There was also an arts and craft station, where the 
children made their own fans. They had so much 
fun that it was hard for the parents/buddies to 
move them to their next activity.

Now for the finale, our third floor, second and first 
floor Sunday school rooms were converted into 
shopping areas introduced by dressed manikins 
outfitted by our own Ms. Lauren Brown. The final 
activity of the day was the blessing area filled with 
backpacks and coats.  Children’s coats, all sizes and 
backpacks for grades Pre School to 12th lined the 
floors of our Sunday School class rooms through-
out the church. Children all sizes and shapes de-
scended upon the blessings rooms with excite-
ment. Parents and children alike could be seen 
leaving happy and satisfied.  Every child was able 
to select the item of their choice.  

Each year Brother’s Keeper touches families in 
ways that one may never realize. Thanks to the 
awesome steering and core committee, the many 
volunteers, supporters, participants and prayer 
warriors that came together to make Brother’s 
Keeper a fantastic outreach. Our entire church 
family, such an awesome team, came together for 
one common goal to Help us Help Others.  

What about the children? It is all about the chil-
dren for we are all God’s children. We may be dif-
ferent sizes and shapes but one family responsible 
for each other – Our Brothers and Sisters Keeper. 
This year many first were successfully accom-
plished but there is and will always be one con-
stant and that is to do as God instructs in John 
21:18 to “Feed my sheep.”  That is the mission of 
the We Are Our Brother’s Keeper Ministry today 
and always and Yes, It Is Free!!!!

Brother’s Keeper continued from cover
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Alfred Street Carnival/Cookout

 “I Am Excited -The Sequel”
by Dorothy M. Clark

In the infamous words of Deacon Law-
rence Clark, were we not all “excited” 
on September 19 when over 2300 Alfred 
Street members and friends gathered 
together for our second cookout/carni-
val at the Coast Guard Facility, located in 
Alexandria, Va.?   Deacon Clark, chairper-
son for the event, and his host of volun-
teers did an excellent job and everyone, 
young and old, had a wonderful time. 
There was plenty of food, fun, fellowship 
and a good ole hometown feeling that 
day. The weather couldn’t have been better.
  
The parking attendants worked hard and were very efficient as 
we entered and exit the lot.  Not one car was lost and they made 
sure the seniors did not have to walk far. We all enjoyed the 
ice cream truck which was a big hit in that heat.  They couldn’t 
make those cones fast enough.  There were some tweets which 
we need to work on and we promise we will do so the next time.
 
No one had more fun than the children.  As they entered the 
park and received their ID bracelets they couldn’t get to all the 
activities planned for them.  It was difficult to get some of them 
got off the rock wall because they were having so much fun.  
Children had their face painted and a balloon character in their 
hands.  Getting them to eat was a difficult task for parents as the 
children felt they would miss something if they stopped to eat.  
To our surprise, the young at heart abandoned the kickball ac-
tivity because they got too hot while the kids, naturally, stayed 
and had a great time.
  
What a great idea to have an activity where the deacons and 
presidents got to meet members of their groups.  Several dea-
cons reported that not only did they meet new faces, but they 
got to update their directories.  (One group got 15 updates).  
Each person who met with their leaders received an Alfred 
Street gift bag which hopefully they will use often in support of 
the pastor’s vision of going green. 

The line dancing was a big hit and it was wonderful seeing 
so many people participate in it, especially those who partic-

ipated in the electric slide.  The 
YAMS surprised the pastor with 
their own song and dance geared 
to his many mannerisms exhib-
ited on the pulpit.  As always, the 
seniors loved the special atten-

tion given to them with food serving, games, and conversation.

What can we say about all those wonderful desserts except 
“yum yum.”  Boy, were they wonderful.  Some tried to sample 
one in each category which led to the judges running us out of 
the room. Sorry pastor, we know it was hard for you to announce 
the winners since as you said,” your peach cobbler didn’t even 
get an honorable mention.”  Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated and especially kudos to the winners. 
 
 In the Cake Category
First place—Sweet Potato Pound Cake by Effie Butler 
Second Place—Pineapple Pound Cake by Clarice Chandler
Third Place—Coconut Cake by Effie Butler 

 In the Pie Category
First Place—Old Fashion Apple Pie by Sam Massey
Second Place—Apple Pie by Jennifer Chapman
Third Place—Buttermilk Pie by Anita Bank

In the Cobble Category
First Place—Blackberry Lemon Cheesecake Trifle by Jan Jones
Second Place—Peach Mango cobbler by Rev. Beverly Moses
Third Place—Peach Cobbler by Barbara Driggins
        
This was the second bi-annual, church-wide cookout.  The first 
was held in September 2008 as part of the month-long series 
of installation events of our 8th pastor.  We do hope and trust 
everyone who attended the 2010 version had a great time and 
those who didn’t, will plan to attend the next one.



After 26 years of employment with Alfred Street Baptist Church, it was time for Rev. 
Dr. Faye Savage Gunn to say good-bye to us as Assistant Pastor of Alfred Street Baptist 
Church. It truly was “A Celebration of Faithfulness” as the church, led by the Gunn Re-
tirement Committee, “pulled out all of the stops” to make sure that this was a memora-

ble occasion for our “Sweet-
heart of Alfred Street.” The 
“sold-out” event took place 
on Friday, August 13, 2010 at 
the Hilton Mark Center in Al-
exandria, VA. A private recep-
tion was held for Dr. Gunn and 
her family, guest presenters 
and special guests followed 
by an evening of great food, 
personal reflections and sur-
prises for both Dr. Gunn and 
the audience. The Master of 
Ceremony, our pastor Rev. 
Dr. Howard-John Wesley was 
hilarious and kept everyone 
laughing throughout the eve-
ning.

The event began with a processional of the guest speakers, family and close friends. Then with a 
dance ministry fanfare, Virginia Raye, director of the Dance Ministry led Dr. Gunn, escorted by her 
husband Fred Gunn, into the packed ballroom of 830 attendees. Poetic tributes were given to Dr. 
Faye by Deacon Al Hall and Rev. Sam Nixon followed by a musical tribute by Ms. Charnika Hayes 
and mini-sermon by one of Dr. Gunn’s dearest friends, Rev. Linda Stevens, Pastor of the New Life 
Empowerment Temple in Richmond, VA. The highlight of the evening was a video entitled, “A 
JOURNEY OF FAITHFULNESS” which was a chronicle of Rev. Gunn’s life featuring live and video 
taped reflections from a variety of people who played a part in her life. They included: Mrs. Sylvia 
Johnson (a high school and college friend), Dr. Kim Luckes (current President of Norfolk State Uni-
versity), Kelvin Gunn and Rodney Gunn (sons of Rev. Gunn), Deacon Gilbert Mays (former Execu-
tive Principal of T.C. Williams High School), Rev. Dr. Samuel Roberts (Professor, Union Presbyterian 
Seminary), Rev. Dr. John O. Peterson (ASBC Pastor Emeritus), Mrs. Lydia Rainer (Director, ASBC 
Tutorial Ministry), Mrs. Barbara Talbert Jackson (Chairman, Board of Trustees of Nannie Helen 
Burroughs School), Mrs. Dorothy Cobbs (Founder and President of Youth Education Scholarship 
Opportunities, Inc.) and Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley (ASBC Pastor). 

Other tributes to Dr. Gunn included a serenade by Leonard, Coleman & Blunt (Glenn Leonard for-
merly of the Temptations, Joseph Coleman formerly of the Platters and Joseph Blunt formerly of 
the Drifters) who sang “She’s A Special Lady” and “Only You.” At the end of the video, there were 
two very entertaining segment. One was a hilarious segment on “What Is A Pericope” rendered by 
Beverly Ferguson, Jason Miccolo Johnson, and Joe Nickens and the other was a clip of Rev. Gunn 

Rev. Dr. Faye Savage Gunn Retires
by

Deacon Patricia Wallace
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Retirement Committee
Standing left to right: Jason Micolla Johnson; Nancy Doswell; Dorothy 
Clark; Aretha Cunningham; Louise Nickens; Joseph Nickens, Sr., Beverly 
Ferguson, Irma Bogan.

Seated left to right: Rev. Marla Hawkins; Deacon Grace Albritton; Patricia 
Wallace; Deacon Bessie Johnson, Joyce Garrett.



Photos:
1. Fred and Faye Gunn
2. Retirement committee members with Dr. Gunn at banquet
    left to right: Grace Albritton, Bessie Johnson, Patricia Wallace.
3. Rev. Dr. Gunn steps out on Faith!
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preaching from the “Seven Last Words” 
service. Needless to say there were tears 
and laughs and other emotions in between. 

Dr. Gunn was then presented several gifts: 
a proclamation from the city of Alexandria 
by The Honorable William D. Euille (Mayor 

of the city of Alexandria); a rocking chair by her sons Rodney and 
Kelvin Gunn; a penshell box containing hundreds of “Love Notes” 
written by the congregation to Rev. Gunn, a $25000 donation to 
the Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation for the Faye S. Gunn 
Legacy Scholarship Fund by Trustee Clarence Miller, Chairman, 
Trustee Board); and a portrait of Rev. Gunn by Deacon Patricia 
Johnson, Chairman, Deacon Board. The highlight of the evening 
came when Deacon Johnson told Rev. Gunn that her portrait 
would be hung in the Hall of Pastors because of her 18-month 
term as interim pastor.

The evening ended with a rousing rendition of “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” led by Ms. Mary Millben with everyone joining in 
and the closing prayer by Dr. Gregory K. Moss, Sr., Pastor  St. 
Paul Missionary Baptist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.

This event could not have taken on the proportion that it did 
without an outstanding team of people, the Gunn Retirement 
Committee led by Deacon Pat Wallace, Deacon Grace Albrit-
ton, Deacon Bessie Johnson and Rev. Marla Hawkins and 
subcommittee chairs Irma Bogan, Dorothy Clark, Aretha 
Cunningham, Beverly Ferguson, Joyce Garrett, Jason Mic-
colo Johnson & Joe and Louise Nickens. Many Thanks to 
Earl & Amanda Stafford for all their support in producing 
a first-class video.
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14th Annual Eric M Willis Memorial Golf Tournament 
 

Excellence honors God and inspires people. With a spirit of excellence the Sports Ministry of Alfred Street Baptist 
Church set the standard on Friday, September 17th, 2010 at The Courses at Andrews Air Force Base.  From selecting 
one of the most elegant venues boasting three 18-hole championship courses and five-star amenities to putting to-
gether a hospitality team inspired to create an unforgettable experience for all golfers, the Annual Eric M. Willis Me-
morial Golf Tournament exemplified God’s true standard of excellence.   
 
This year marked the 14th Annual Eric M. Willis Memorial Golf Tournament.  Golfers came from near and far to meet at 
The Courses at Andrews to showcase their skills on the greens and support a very worthy cause.  More than 70 golfers 
showed up at 7am in the morning, clubs in hand and ready to play.  The Greeters and Hospitality Ministry took on the 
task of welcoming all golfers and handling the registration process of each team with ease.  The carts were assigned 
and the golfers were dispersed to their starting holes.  Shots fired at 8am signifying the start of tournament play.  Over 
the next four hours golfers engaged in Christian camaraderie and competitive play while other attendees used this 
time to fellowship with one another.   
 
The 13 person Sports Ministry team led by Deacon Monterio, Michael Sanders, April Hicks, Audrey Sykes, and Shanita 
Brackett and a host of volunteers, organized a tournament equivalent to one on the professional circuit.  The tourna-
ment compared to the PGA tour complete with expert level play and a tournament purse full of cash prizes and gifts.  
The Sports Ministry witnessed teams playing with a spirit of excellence and an inspiration to win.  The format of play 
was a four-man; best ball game with the scoring kept by the team captain.  We know the fairways, greens and even the 
bunkers received a ton of prayers as golfers vied for the pinnacle spot.  Teams turned in record low scores for a chance 
at the top prize.  Prizes were awarded for the first, second and third place men and ladies teams. Prizes were also 
awarded to the “longest drive” and “closest to the pin” individual shots for men and ladies. 
 
This event could not have happened without the commitment from our sponsors James and Juliette McNeil, Stafford 
Foundation, Hyatt Hotel Dulles, IMN and host of other companies that provided financial and in-kind support.  Lindsay 
Cadillac and Sterling BMW displayed vehicles on the 7th and 11th hole giving golfers an opportunity to shoot a hole in 
one for a chance to win a new ride.  Other sponsors provided gifts that included packages to the PGA Championship 
tournament, golf clubs and accessories, team plaques and the Sports Ministry jackets.   
 
The tournament was established in 1996 as a tribute to Eric as well as a reflection of one of his lifelong goals to reach 
out and help those in need through Christian athletic fellowship.  The Eric M. Willis Memorial Golf Tournament bene-
fits the Eric M. Willis Memorial Scholarship Fund which provides needed funds for tuition assistance for low income 
preschool children to attend the Alexandria-based Hopkins House as well as college bound high school students that 
are physically challenged.  Over the years this event has raised more than $50,000.   
The Courses at Andrews AFB known for its superior golf reputation is a highly recognized facility.  Not only do they 
offer superb golfing but their amenities exude a classic sense of style complete with gracious hospitality.  Catering to 
the Maryland and Virginia area, The Courses at Andrews has three 18-hole championship courses known as the “East”, 
the “West” and the “South”.  Attendees also got to enjoy the spacious clubhouse and visit the Military Resort Golf 
Shop. 
 
In a spirit of excellence the Sports Ministry put together another great event that represents Eric M. Willis and his 
quest to make a positive impact on the lives of those less fortunate, inspiring everyone and giving honor and glory to 
God. 
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The author challenges the reader to active-
ly engage in listening to people we attempt 
to minister to, and avoid forming stereo-
types.  He questions if the church could 
be creating more damage than good by 
subscribing to traditional witnessing meth-
ods.  And he suggests that we spend time 
doing less talking and more listening to 
their thoughts and hearts, that we may be 
able to understand emerging generations 
more, even if we don’t necessarily agree 
with them. 

I appreciate the author’s transparency 
in expressing that how for many years 
he had spent a lot of time working in his 
church office working with and preaching 
and teaching to Christians, but hardly ever 
going outside of the church walls to meet 
non-Christians.   He stated that “having re-

lationships only with Christians made it dif-
ficult to obey the teachings of Jesus about 
being on a mission for him and being salt 
and light to the world.  It was like being a 
missionary to the Buddhists in China but 
hanging out only with Christians all the 
time.”
 
I  strongly recommend the reading of this 
book to any newly born again believer, or 
seasoned saint, in whom God has ignited a 
passion to genuinely reach out to the lost, 
the backslider or the un-churched in the 
community or marketplace. Throughout 
the book, the author 

challenges the church by asking many 
questions and encouraging a balanced 
biblical approach to outreach, and striking 
a balance by appointing young and older 

men and women to serve in leadership.  
This book is packed with scriptural refer-
ences, commentaries and he responds in 
details to the 6 common misconceptions of 
the church.  Most importantly, the author 
provides a innovative concept of how we 
as a church need to be relevant for emerg-
ing generations and walk in the true char-
acter of Christ.  The book has challenged 
me to be more strategic in stirring up con-
versations and building relationships with 
younger and older people alike.  Once we 
have become effective in communicating 
with the people God calls us to reach out 
to, and prayerfully determine what their 
needs are, we will then be able, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and our per-
sonal testimony, to introduce them to who 
Jesus really is:  “the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matthew 19:16)

continued from page 5

Reaching Out To People



page 18

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r

This years’ fall revival brought Bishop Rudolph McKissick, Jr 
as the revivalist. Bishop McKissick is no stranger to Alfred 
Street- many of the seasoned Alfred Streeters remember 
when he preached here about 15 years ago.  Even then as a 
young man, he was a powerful preacher destined for great 
things.

 
McKissick is the Senior pastor 
of Bethel Baptist Institutional 
Church in Jacksonville, Florida- 
the oldest Baptist church in 
Florida. He has been elevated 
and consecrated a bishop in the 
Full Gospel Baptist Fellowship, 
International. 

The first night’s message was 
taken from 2nd Kings, Chapter 

7:3- which tells the story of the four men with leprosy who 
lived in isolation outside the city gates.  The four men de-
cide during a famine if they stayed where they were they 
would die, so they decided to go into the city with the 
thought that if the Arameans killed them-the men would 
die anyway and if they were spared- they would live. 

Like the four men, we must imagine ourselves beyond 
where we find ourselves. Leprosy was a serious skin condi-
tion that can’t be hidden- much like our skin color. It is a 
terrible to be defined by your condition or what your expe-
riences have been. What do you do when you can’t hide?  

In times like these there is only one thing to count on and 
that is faith in God. 
The last night of revival, Bishop McKissick admonished us 
to stick with God, no matter what (Daniel 3: 13-18).  The 
three boys in the fiery furnace showed us what Holiness 
is- not bending your convictions for anything or anyone. 
Our God is able and has power and prerogative. God’s pre-
rogative does not mean he has to use it—because He can 
doesn’t mean He will. Therefore, we should praise Him for 
what He is, not what He does.  Just like the Hebrew boys in 
the furnace who told King Nebuchadnezzar, “even if God 
doesn’t deliver us- we still will not serve you.”  Can you still 
be thankful when God doesn’t fix it?

 Sometimes the fire is just what we need- the fiery furnace 
serves as an agent to unbound us – God can deliver us by 
leaving us in the fire- where our faith ends up being stron-
ger than if we were delivered from the fire.

Bishop McKissick blessed us not only with the Word, but 
also with his outstanding musical talents. He holds a BA 
degree from Jacksonville University with a double major in 
Opera and Sacred Church Music, and a minor in pipe or-
gan performance. He also holds the Master of Divinity from 
the Samuel Dewitt Proctor School of  Religion at Virginia 
Union University and the Doctor of Ministry from the Day-
ton, Ohio United Theological Seminary. He has also been 
awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from the Bethune 
Cookman College for his many humanitarian efforts in the 
state of Florida. 

 FALL REVIVAL: 

“Touched and Revived”
by Karen Croom

DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group 
of people who will walk alongside you 
through one of life’s most difficult expe-
riences. Don’t go through separation or 
divorce alone.

DivorceCare seminars and support 
groups are led by people who under-
stand what you are going through and 
want to help. You’ll gain access to valu-
able DivorceCare resources to help you 
deal with the pain of the past and look 

forward to rebuilding your life.

There are thousands of DivorceCare di-
vorce recovery support groups meeting 
throughout the US, Canada and in other 
countries around the world.  Here at Al-
fred Street Baptist Church our DivorceC-
are support group meets on Wednesday 
evening beginning at 6:30 pm with a lite 
meal.  The sessions begin at 7:00 pm.  
There is online registration.

Find Help And Healing for the 
Hurt Of Separation And Divorce
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In Memory of a Dear Mother
by Dr. F Jane Cotton

For anyone who has lost dear loved ones there is hardly 
a time that we do not remember them and think about 
the influence they had on our lives. I think there is a spe-
cial place in our hearts for the dear mothers who lived 
through the years when women were not always valued 
for their intellect and knowledge.  The lessons they taught 
us about love, was visible not only through the way they 
cared for their children and their families, but also through 
their prayers and their unfailing trust in God.  The follow-
ing poem is in honor of all mothers whose precious lives 
taught us how to love one another and to following the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

I still remember you dear mother,

And it’s for you I sing this song.

You gave me all that you could give me,

You tried to teach me right from wrong

I know you know I’ll always love you

Because of you, I’ll carry on.

I try to live by what you taught me.

I keep the faith and I am strong.

Sometimes your life was not so easy,

But still you never did complain.

You lived your life so God could use you,

And I will try to do the same.

ASBC Honors 
50-Year Members

On 14 November, ASBC’s Anniversary Sunday celebrat-
ing the 207th anniversary of the church, the congrega-
tion honored twenty-three (23) members of the congre-
gation who have attended ASBC for over 50 years.  At 
the celebration, each Golden Member was presented 
with a medallion by Pastor Wesley at the 11:00 AM ser-
vice.  The Golden members were last honored during 
the 2003 Bi-centennial at which time 29 such persons 
were honored. Since then, several of the 2003 honorees 
have passed, but the remaining 18 were joined by five 
(5) newer ones. 

Most of the older members had joined during the height 
of the pastorate of Rev. Andrew W. Adkins who was our 
pastor from 1920 until 1963.  The newer ones joined 
during the waning years of his ministry, and have spent 
most of their time here serving under Rev. J.O. Peterson 
who served as pastor from 1964 until 2007.

Carlton Tyler
Carlton Funn
Welton Quander
Nellie Brooks Quander
William Willis
Joseph Burless
Florida Ford
Lovell  Lee
Roberta Quander

Terrris Mountain
Charles H. Quander
Eva Thomas
Mattie Funn Hopkins
Harry Burke
Richard M. Wair, Jr.
Billy G. Hopkins
Ardella Hunter
William ( Billy) Willis

Arnita Briggs
Barbara McDowell
Jean Morris
Joseph Evans
Morine Blake

*Red = New honorees

The entire ASBC family congratulates all of the Golden members
 for their dedicated service over all the years.

Joining this group of Golden Members for the first time were: Harry Burke (a former trustee); 
Billy Hopkins (a charter member of the Y&A choir); William (Billy) Willis, (the nephew of 
Deacon William Willis); Barbara McDowell ( a charter member of the Y&A Choir) and Joseph 
Evans. (Harry Burke’s photo not shown).

 Those honored—old and new—who have attended ASBC for over 50 years include:



James 1:22 reads “But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, 
and not merely hearers who 
delude themselves.” Syntoria 
Spencer takes this verse and 
gives it feet with a large dose of 
passion!  Since she joined Alfred 
Street, I have tried to keep up with 
Syntoria!  I give up.  While raising 
two sons, she holds down a full-time 
job, manages all of her sons’ extra-
curricular activities, attends at least 
two ministry meetings a week, and still 
finds time to send encouraging prayers and 
scriptures to her friends.  

Born in Pensacola, Florida, Syntoria and her 
sons, Brandon and Justin, moved to Virginia 
to pursue a new career opportunities.  A 
lawyer by profession, she is in the process 
of establishing a non-profit organization 

dedicated to mentoring 
at risk teens, particular-
ly those suffering from 
low self-esteem.  She 
recalled that as a 
teenager, it was 
difficult to ap-
preciate all of 
the gifts, talents 
and abilities 
that The Lord 

had given her 
because of all the 

societal images of success 
and beauty. Now, her favorite scrip-

ture is Psalm 139:14 – “I will give thanks to 
You, for [a]I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; . . .” and you can tell the impact that 
verse has had in her heart and in her joy-
ful countenance. She is an encourager that 
recognizes and acknowledges the beauty 
and grace in others, then she actually does 
something to help them to see those quali-
ties in themselves.  

When asked to share her “God showed up” 
moment, she reflected on her mother’s ill-
ness and subsequent death a year ago.  
She reminds us that The Lord laughs with 
us, cries with us, and provides us with the 
strength and peace to navigate the waters 
of the most difficult times of our lives.  “God 
is faithful.”  

How often do we measure our success in 
this life, and in our walk with Christ, by how 
much we put in the collection plate, or how 
active we are in ministry? Syntoria’s defi-
nition of success, one that I have adopted 
as my own – “…not by what I have accom-
plished, but by the sacrifices I’ve made.”  
Truly, the best measure of what we give to 
any endeavor is what we sacrifice to bring 
glory and honor to Christ and to bring oth-
ers closer to Him. Syntoria understands this 
-- and lives it.

SYN
TO

RIA SPEN
C

ER
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meet a new ASBC member . . . or two!

Initially you’ll notice that he has an engaging 
personality, but it won’t take long to find out 
that while there may be many young men 
who are smaller in statute, fewer are larger in 
integrity than Brandon Teamer. At 21 years of 
age, Brandon has a depth of wisdom uncom-
mon for such a young man. He exudes great 
faith and confidence tempered by humil-
ity. Even when asked personal questions that 
most would evade, Brandon would give his 
response a great deal of thought -- not for the 
purpose of coloring the experience to paint 
himself favorably, but to provide a response 
revealing  the lesson that he learned. The 
scripture that came to mind was 1 Timothy 
4:12.  It reads “Let no one look down on your 

youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, 
love, faith and purity, show yourself an exam-
ple of those who believe.”  Brandon is a good 
example.

After graduation from high school, 
Brandon played semi-profession-
al football with the Pensacola 
Wolfpac. The championship ring 
he wears is evidence of the 
resolve he brings to every com-
mitment, the most recent has 
been to the AWANA minis-
try.  “I was blessed to have 
a mother who showed to 
me that with Christ, any-
thing is possible.  I want to give 
that to other kids, particularly young men 
of color who are growing up without fathers.”  
Although open to continuing his football 
career, he is currently studying veterinary 

technology at NOVA and  plans to transfer to a  
four-year institution to complete his studies. 
  
When asked how his faith changed his life, 

Brandon responded, “I’ve been be-
trayed and hurt by others and 

became angry.  But 
today I am a bet-
ter person.  Not 

easily angered, 
calm and forgiv-

ing.  My favorite 
Bible verse?  Isaiah 

54:17, ‘. . . no weapon 
formed against you will 

prevail, ..’, I believe that 
with God, no evil or harm 

can change what God has 
planned for your life.  The 

sky is the limit!”

Take some time to . . . 

BRANDON

SYNTORIA 
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Highlights Of ASBC Annual Church Meeting 
 On 7 December 2010, ASBC convened its Annual Church meeting as required by the church’s Constitution. In addition to reports 
from the various auxiliaries and church governing bodies, it is at the Annual Meeting that the church’s budget for the new year is 
approved, and when church officers are elected.  Additionally, the Pastor generally proves a report that summarizes the state of 
the church and lays out his vision for the coming year. Highlights of this year’s meeting include:
• The church continues to grow at about 20% per year.  As of early December 2010, 669 new persons have been fellowshipped 
 during 2010, bringing total church membership to 3758.  Say ‘amen’, somebody!

• The average age of the congregation is 42 years, down from about 50 some years ago.  Most new members joining are in their 
 early 30s, so the average age continues to drop.

• 51% of total membership has been at ASBC for less than 4 years.  ‘New’ members shouldtherefore take a certain comfort in
  knowing that every-other member of ASBC is almost asnew as they are. Long-termed members should rejoice that so many new 

persons are beingsent our way!

• Giving patterns closely track membership patterns in that the budget grows by about 20% per year also. The budget for 2011 is
 roughly $6.4 million. (see more below).

• The church currently has 19 employees. A church the size of ASBC typically has about 30 employees, and we will be adding in 
some areas in 2011. Currently 7-9 employees have been moved off-site to the building across the street where parking is avail-
able on Sunday.  In 2011, some ministry and group meetings and activities may also move across the street, as we are running

 out of space for meetings in the main building.

• Beginning in early 2011, members will be able to pay tithes and offerings on-line just as many pay their utility bills.  However,
 credit cards will not be accepted on the church’s web-site.

• On Communion Sundays, the Deacons collect a second offering called “Poor Saints” offering that is used exclusively to assist 
ASBC members in financial situations.  In 2010, over $60,000 was given to members who are having difficulty paying rent, lights,

 etc.

• One of the largest new mission venture for ASBC in 2011 will be the partnering with Ricks Institute in Liberia (West Africa) with 
a donation of $150,000 to assist in building a ‘Gymtorium’ at that school.  Their principal preached at ASBC on the last Sunday

 in October at the 8 and 11 AM services.

• Trustee Clarence Miller delivered the Annual Report of the Board of Trustees.  The church is in good shape financially and legally.
 Plans for the new year include the remodeling of the kitchen on the lower level.  

• Deacon Patricia Johnson gave the Annual Report of the Board of Deacons. Four Deacons who sat-out the year 2010 as required
 by the Church’s constitution are being returned to the Board, with the vote of the congregation.

• A revised Church Constitution was ‘laid-on-the-table’ for 60 days by Deacon Leo Brooks, Chair of the Constitution Committee.  
Copies are available around the church for your review.  The Church will vote on the revised Constitution at a special Call Church 
meeting in February.  Most changes in the document are administrative in nature, such as changing the number of Trustees 
from 9 to 15. Other changes increase the maximum years that a deacon can serve from 20 to 32 years (there must be a one-year 
break every 10 years, as before).  Changes were also proposed to insure that the language in the Constitution coincides with the

 church’s Articles of Incorporation, as required by Virginia State law (Note: ASBC is also a 501-C-3 non-profit).

•  The meeting closed with a discussion of the budget which as mentioned will be about $6.4 million for 2011.  The big items in the 
budget are salaries (ministers, church staff, etc)and the mortgage on Old Town West, Phase III.  The church will also be donating

 $150,000 to Ricks Institute to build a ‘Gymtoriaum’.

 
As church meetings go, the Annual Meeting was well attended and was fairly benign in terms of conflicts or disagreements. There 
was a spirit of cooperation and looking forward to a bright future. There was no fighting as Baptists are prone to do. Additional 
ministry reports may be found on the website at: www.alfredstreet.org.

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r
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Hundreds of Alfred Street Baptist Church members engaged 
with Dr. Michael Eric Dyson three Saturdays in January, as he 
interpreted and explicated the subject, “Black Masculinity 
and the Politics of Redemption” in our society as symbolized 
by African American Males who are “In the News”. Dr. Dyson 
identified three sets of black men and their experiences in 
American culture and society to illustrate the current state of 
race relations in this country. Reverend Jeremiah Wright and 
then, presidential candidate, Barack Obama;  Michael Vick and 
LaBron James, and Jay-Z and Kanye West. Each is seen as having 
violated some code in a way that the society, in general, and 
the majority society in particular, found offensive and unforgiv-
able. Rev. Jeremiah Wright, the prophet, and candidate Barack 
Obama, the politician; Michael Vick and LaBron James, athletes 
whose fame and fortune are tied to their superior ability on the 
field and the court, and Jay-Z and Kanye West, representatives 
of the despised Hip-Hop culture have been criticized, harassed, 
and condemned on a continuous basis because of situations or  
events  they were associated with or involved in, or because 
the outcome or resolution of the alleged offense was not satis-
factory to many.
  
Mainstream Americans’ reactions to these men and the per-
ceived, or real offense they committed, according to Dr. Dys-
on, have been brutal. Rev. Wright was described as A hater of 
America, Barack Obama, unacceptable for president, Michael 
Vick, unfit to play football, Labron James, disloyal and ungrate-
ful to the the city he was leaving and the owner of the team, 
and Jay-Z and Kanye West, uncouth  and vulgar, and undesir-
able to represent America’s youth. Dr. Dyson’s interpretation of 
the reaction of the public was that the response to the actions 
of these six men is not new, but very typical of America’s at-
titude toward people who they deem unworthy whether the 
accused explained, apologized, asked for forgiveness, paid the 
penalty, or ignored the public all together.  

Equipped with vast knowledge of the history of this country 
and amazing facility with language, Dr. Dyson traced behavior 
of the majority society toward African Americans from the set-
tlers relationship with Negroes from the earliest days to the 
present day. He noted the ironic, hypocritical, and inconsistent 
manner in which Americans address race, and connected the 
dots between attitude and behavior in logical and clear ways 

that allowed participants to understand the overt practices of 
racism as well as the nuanced behaviors that dominantly are in 
play today. He informed the audience why people of different 
races may view the same events in extremely opposite ways, 
and how policies and decisions based on veiled prejudiced or 
erroneous reactions of the majority community frequently re-
sult in polices and legal decisions that have detrimental effects 
on individuals and groups of individuals. He used humor in ex-
plaining events and conditions and how they affect people’s 
lives and impact their exis-
tence and survival.  Dr. Dy-
son, to illustrate a point oc-
casionally moved seamlessly 
from prose or narrative into 
poetry and song, remind-
ing the audience of the time 
period under discussion and 
almost perfectly impersonat-
ing the original artist. 

Dr. Dyson saved some of his 
most passionate remarks 
for explaining the Hip- Hop 
culture from a historical 
point of view. He noted that 
Hip-Hop grew out of the austerity of the 80’s when opportuni-
ties for education and advancement in the Black Community 
severely were deferred, curtailed, interrupted, or terminated, 
and youth developed their own talents without guidance or 
training. What emerged, originally on the east coast, was poet-
ry, lyrics, and music that expressed the actual life conditions of 
the artists, but was creative and beautiful. When Hip-Hop be-
came a west coast art form it picked up the language, violence 
and misogyny that ultimately defined it all. Dr. Dyson expressed  
affinity for Hip-Hop and the youth that produced it, noting 
that Hip-Hop deals with poverty, lack of opportunity, hostility, 
questionable personal choices, and living conditions that are 
difficult to accept, or even attempt to understand in American 
society. He argues that in spite of its shortcomings, Hip-Hop 
and the artists that produce it  deserve consideration  because 
Hip-Hop delivers a message society needs to hear, however, he 
agreed that it would be a more acceptable art form if it cleaned 
up its language and harshness. He suggested that parents listen 

January Bible Study Seminars with

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson
by Dr. Rita Womack

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r
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Ellanor J. Peck, a fourth grade 
teacher at Cameron Elemen-
tary School in Alexandria, was 
recently named the recipient of 
the 2010 Mount Vernon History 
Teacher of the Year Award.

The prize was presented to Mrs. 
Peck at a gathering of some 200 
educators attending a special 
session of the George Wash-
ington Teachers Institute.  Mrs. 
Peck holds an undergraduate 
degree from Virginia Union Uni-

versity and a Master’s Degree from George Mason University. 
She has garnered numerous awards and recognitions, including 
the Eisenhower Distinguished Educator Award, the Marymount 
Award for Outstanding Cooperating Teacher and a certificate 
of appreciation presented by the Lakota Children of the St. Jo-
seph’s Indian School.
   

Mrs. Peck reported to Cameron Elementary some 25 years ago. 
Cameron Elementary is a Title I Excel School, serving a highly 
diverse population, with 65 percent of the student body quali-
fying for free lunches. Still, 93 percent of the fourth grade stu-
dents passed the Virginia Studies Standards of Learning well 
above both county and state averages. Some 39 percent of the 
students reached the highest achievement level.

“The students flock to her as she is by far the most sought after 
teacher in the school,” wrote Principal Steve Hillyard.  “What is 
even more impressive about Mrs. Peck is the exceptional pas-
sion, energy and committed to excellence that she brings to 
the task and that lives on in the hearts of her student and col-
leagues, noted Dede Petri, the Vice Regent for Wisconsin of the 
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association.

Mrs. Peck is the daughter of Deacon Barbara S. Keller and is a 
member of the Trustee Auxiliary here at Alfred Street.

-Mount Vernon
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

“Zest for Teaching”
   Ellanor Peck Wins Teacher of the Year Prize, 
   Students Flock to Learn American History

Anthony F. Blake was born in Washington, DC, on May 25, 
1960 to Fuzell and Morine Blake. He was raised in Alexandria, 
Virginia and graduated from TC Williams High School. While 

in high school, he played football and 
basketball. After high school, while his 
father was in the military, Tony lived in 
France, Germany, Kentucky, and Chi-
cago, where he attended a Community 
College for one year. He then returned 
to Alexandria, VA, where he worked 
in his stepfathers’ upholstery shop. 
Believe it or not, Tony was a model. 
Yes, he was Mr. “GQ”. His professional 

name was “Mr. T.” Tony is an active member of the Alfred 
Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, where he attends regu-
larly. He joined the church in 1970 when he was 10 years old. 
Tony worked for a construction company and was engaged 
to be married when he had his accident, on July 10, 1984, 

while working. Tony was in a coma for two years after the 
accident. God, however, saw fit to bring him out of his coma 
and we praise Him every day. Because of his good condition 
with playing sports and exercising, doctors say this is why 
he had made such excellent progress thus far. Tony came to 
Mount Vernon Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on May 7, 
2003 and enjoys going to all the activities especially Bingo. He 
also enjoys going to church, eating, watching television and 
playing Connect4 with his mother. He is also a die-hard Dal-
las Cowboy fan! Tony has one sister Glenda M. Blake, and a 
son Anthony Adams, but is more often seen with his mother 
who visits on a regular basis and good family friends for Al-
fred Street Baptist Church. Even though Tony is not able to 
speak, he always has a smile on his face and enjoys flirting 
with all the women. Watch out ladies, this is our “Resident 
of the Month”!

- Mount Vernon Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

RESIDENT OF THE MONTH: 
Anthony F. Blake
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So the next Sunday you are at the 7-Eleven on Duke Street attempting to purchase your weekly lottery ticket, you may want to look over you 
shoulder before the purchase.  The person in line behind you just might be one of our new members from “22304”.

PERHAPS YOU are a long-term member of ASBC who has attended 
now for 10-15 years, and on a recent Sunday after searching for a 
parking space for a half-hour, or arriving at the 11:00 a.m. service a 
little late and being sent to overflow, you’ve  found yourself wondering 
“Where in the world did all these new people come from”? 

Well the answer to your question is simply “22304”. Yes, most of the 
new members joining ASBC are coming from “22304”. That is the zip 
code for the area of Alexandria up near Landmark Mall, and that is now 
the area of the Metropolitan region where most of the new members 
live who are now joining ASBC.

While the ongoing explosive growth is new to many of us, this is really 
the third major growth spurt in our 207-year history.  And each growth 
spurt has created the same problems (parking seating, etc), and was 
fueled by persons coming from a different, but particular area of the 
DC region.  

The first major growth spurt occurred in the 1870-80s during 
reconstruction following the Civil War, when ASBC membership 

doubled within a couple of years. Though there were no zip codes at 
that time, most of the growth was from the neighborhoods where the 
church is located (22314). During the Civil War, Alexandria became a 
mostly African-American city, as whites fled behind Confederate lines 
and went to live near Richmond.  After the war, these African-American 
settled in the blocks near ASBC, and began joining ASBC in mass. They 
created the same type of explosive growth we are experiencing today.

The second major growth explosion occurred in the mid 1980s.  
Between 1980 and 1985, the membership at ASBC doubled.  And 
then by 1990, it had doubled again, essentially quadrupling the size 
of the congregation in a decade. By the mid-1990s, the zip code with 
the largest representation within the congregation was ‘20744’, Ft, 
Washington, MD. There is a long interesting story behind why so 
many of our members during that period came from that region (see 
ASBC history book, page 211), but needless to say, massive numbers 
of people joined ASBC from across the river in Ft. Washington. 
They never left, and even today a substantial number of the church 
leadership (Chair of Deacon, church administrator, Minister of Music, 
Youth director, YAM directors, , etc) still live in that region. 

Zip Code Area    Number of members
20744  FT. WASHINGTON, MD                 160
22304  Landmark   97
22309  Mt. Vernon   91
22315  Kingstowne   76
22306  Beacon Mall   75
22310  Franconia (Hayfield HS)  65
22314  ASBC    59
22305  Arlandria    59
22079  Lorton    46
22153    Springfield Mall            36

Twenty years later, we are in the midst of our third major growth 
spurt, with over 1250 persons joining ASBC between January 

2009 and October 2010.  And Landmark (22304) has replaced Ft. 
Washington (20744) as the most popular zip code. Ft. Washington 
has now slipped to 7th in terms of new members joining ASBC. By 

zip code, the top ten areas wherighte the most recent 1250 new 
members hail from are as shown to the

Zip Code Area   Number of Members
22304  LANDMARK                                                136
22315  Kingstowne   68
22310  Franconia    65
22306  Beacon Mall   52
22079  Lorton    41
22314  ASBC    36
20744  Ft. Washington, MD  33
20011  Northwest, DC   30
22309  Mt. Vernon   28
22204  Ballston (Arlington)   27

In the mid-1990s, in addition to Ft. Washington, the top 10 zip 
codes where our members lived were as illustrated to the right. As 

shown, Ft. Washington led by a huge margin.

Where Are All These New People Coming From?
 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r
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Discipleship Group #1
Davina Biddle
Rishawn Biddle
Katherine Brooks
Portia Brown
Rozenia Carter
Monique Cole
Elaine Crider
Anthony Dillard
Tara Jamison
Lottie Joiner
Kena Pruitt
Shariee Sims
Debra Triggs
Stan Weakley

Discipleship Group #2
Chelsi Boulware
Janille Chambers
Felice Cherry
Kevin Corley
Kimberly Corley
Quincy Ewell
Amber King
Meltonia Lee
Shawn Lee
Szshana Lee
Deborah Powell
Alicia Prince
Duane Smith
Dana Sutton
Mark Vincent

Discipleship Group #3
Edd Caldwell
Dana Felder
Dara Felder
Tamara Flannigan
Errington Green
Casey Hairston
Tara Hairston
Keieownna Hightower 
Virgil Hightower
Jackson Jefferson
Joseph Jefferson
Shirley Jefferson
Daniel Logan
Kimberly Sousa

Discipleship Group #4
Darin Allen
Taliza Bins
Brittany Conley
Kenyatta Fletcher
LaToya Holt
Tahira Lee
Brittney Madison
Derek Sykes
Patricia Vines
Chi Walker
C’Reda Weeden
Deborah Wilcher-Richardson 
Gary Wilson

Discipleship Group #5 
Trumel Harris
Bryce Jenkins
Terral Lewis
Ray Massey
Dominique Rainey 
Arma White
Brittany Woods

Discipleship Group #6
William Butler
Annette Champion
Kaucia Galloway
Gregory Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Karissa Love
Kenneth Love
Renee Love
S. Maurice Nabritt 
Rasheena Wilson

Discipleship Group #7
Dorothy Baskin
Monica Brewster
Faith Bynoe
John Dillard
Tiesha Ellis
Osvaldo Iriarte
Lemia Jenkins
Tammara Massey
Michael Napper
Tiffany Napper
Randolf Scott
Shalonda Scott
Stefan Wheelock

Discipleship Group #8
Everette Callaway
Bryant Chambers
Krystal Chambers
Tamyko Chambers
Joy Davenport
Karen Douglas
Asherah El
Angela Lyle
Andre Mccullough 
Miriam Medhanie
Gwendetta Norwood
Otis-Andre Roseboro
Cortney Wilson
LaShonda Wilson

Discipleship Group #9
Michelle Butler
Andrea Cunningham
Lindsey Cunningham
Miller Cunningham
Miller Cunningham
Carmie Elmore
Salandra Fleming
Ajuah Helton
Michael G. Jackson
Yodith Kebede
Frances Knight
Simon Leefatt
Ashley Mack-Jackson
Kellen Parham
Ashley Pearson
Tanis Stewart
Jolenn Williams

Discipleship Group #10
Luis Arroyo
Iris Dixon
Kristen Dobbins
Charlie Grover
Jeanetta Grover
Kendra Key
Maxine Maloney
Zaria Maloney
Danielle Martin
Debra Mundell
Natalie Rance
Alfonso Smith
Arnicia Smith
Erin W. Smith

Discipleship Group #11 
Leslie Alexander
Reginald Alexander
Brandon Carter
Lorenzo Esters
Crystal Grant
Sigrid Johnson
Amaya Lambert
Trell Thomas
Briana Webster
Maurice Williams
Hannah Wondwossen
Iman Wondwossen
Isolina Wondwossen

Discipleship Group #12
Lesli Brannon
Dwayne Campbell
Nakedra Campbell
Jesse Frye
Sherry Frye
Taylor Frye
Carol Jackson
Charmaine Jackson
Jasmine Jackson
Stuart Jackson
Chryston Jones
Chanz McIntosh
Casey Smith

Discipleship Group #13
Catherine Daniels
Bebra Evans 
Sidney H. Evans
Deborah Gandy
John Gandy
Victoria Gandy
Paul Gill
Mary Greene
Jerriel Hall
Matthew Hunter
Kristi James 
Tashiba Jones
Elfina McIntosh
Carlos Peoples
Elijah Reese
Vadie Reese
Daryl Shore
Ashley Welburn

Discipleship Group #14 
Elisse Battle
Deidre Boyd
Dana Butler
Wesley Dewalt
Eric Harvey
Kysha Harvey
Josiah Pollard 
Veronica Root
Merian Sherrod
Charles White 
Justin White

Discipleship Group #15
Ronald Hinson
Earlene Neighbors  
Reginald Robinson 
Rhonda Robinson
Joyce Shepherd
Damon Warren 
Marcus Yancey

Discipleship Group #16 
Samantha Arnold 
Miguel Atkins 
Danielle Blunt 
Joseph Bunnell 

Discipleship Group #16 
Kim Bunnell
Mary Bunnell

Discipleship Group #16 
Juanita Channel
Shataya Dove
Eleanor Foddrell 
Alana Hill 
Toni Jackson 
Brenda LeBlanc 
Erica LeBlanc 
Shayla Moulton 
Laverdia Roach 
Adrienne Sheares
Amber Young 
Anita Young
Joseph Young

Discipleship Group #17 
Sharon Edwards 
Kimberly Ford 
Ulysses Glee
D’Juan Harris
Lakesha Hilson 
Paul Jeter 
P. Dexter Lander 
Tanisha Landrum
Charmayne Macon
Lisa McQuinn
Yalonda McQuinn
Camille Mosley
Bruce Robinson
Jamese Sims
Chipo Tucker 
Charles White

Discipleship Group #18
Ayana Bailey
Kaylan Bailey
Ayla-Rebeka Brooks
Anthony Brownlow
Stephanie Gulley
Michelle Jackson
Shannon Jackson
Ayesha Johnson
India Jones
Sharon Jones
Jerald Lynch
Shaunee Lynch
Tiffany Mannings
Patrice Philippe
Regina Philippe
Alexander Pullen

Discipleship Group #19 
Lois Brent-Shaw
Christa Clark 
Jason Clark 
Lia Edens
Shaun Edens
Chavonne Johnson
Barbara L. Jones
Kendra Jones
Kennard Jones
Sonya Nettles-Young
Vance Shaw
Taylon Terrell
Margaret Tyler

Discipleship Group #20 
Elgin Funches
Carolyn Jones
Dana Lewis
Tianya McMillan
Lloyd Robinson
Rodney Tune
Shauntee Tune

Discipleship Group #20 
Ernest Verrine
Cynthia Wilson

Discipleship Group #21 
Maimoona Bah
Brenda Barnett

Discipleship Group #21 
Dayna Brown
Renee Brown
Dwayne Duckenfield
Bernadine Dykes
Roy Dykes
Ambrosia Fowler
Deontray Jones
Tavia Pitts
Marlena Reese

Discipleship Group #22 
Hope Anderson
Asha Clark
Deidre Davis
Nicholas Davis
Quinton Davis
Forrest Irving
Roderita Mitchell
Rodrick Mitchell
Stacy Mitchell
Florine Murphy
Jasmine Pridgen
Grace Stanley
Melech Thomas

Discipleship Group #23
Jessica Barber
Barbara Battice
Clara Booker
Devin Borum
Brittini Brown
Orean Chatman
Neil Daniel
Kenya Friend-Daniel
Catrena Gainer
Tara Jones
Patricia Murray
Antonio Roberts
April Roberts
Joyia Smith
Mary Westbrook

Discipleship Group #24 
Louis Anderson
Sharon Artis
Mark Brown
Michelle Brown
Cheyenne Claud
Christopher Epps
Camille George
Christopher George
Patricia Harrell
Renata Kelly-Rippy
Benthea Payne
Britttany Payne
Vernon Payne
Toni-Ann Syncon

Discipleship Group #25
Donna Arrendell
Helga Baskett-Tippett
Regina Blackmon
Augusta Burney
Danielle King
Shamika Lewis
Lynne Lightfoote
Cynthia Mitchell
LaToya Russell
Stephanie Saunders

Discipleship Group #25
Sade Smith
John Sullivan
Bryant Taylor
Anna Williams
Dietra Wilson
Cienai Wright

Discipleship Group #26
Dylan Brown
Sharisse Brown
Sallie Craft
Barry Crosby
Valerie Crosby
Alix Dejean
Shalonda Jones
Leah Lakins
Juil Martin
Beverly Moore
Michael Moore
Trevor Nelson
Sara Spencer
Artrina Washington
Sheritta Woodruff

Discipleship Group #27
Eddrena Audu 
Gambo Audu
Tyler Bozeman
Faith Crusor
Leon Green
William Harris
Latosha Hines
James Johnson
Tracy Press
Kelly Tucker
John Turner
Lisa Vango
Marva Vango-Green

Discipleship Group #28 
Tito Castro
Gregory Ellis
Katonyah Haynie
Tony Holloman
Ashley Jackson
Sean Jackson
Kelli Johnson
Tiere Knowles
Addie Perkins-Williamson
Regina Singletary
Stephanie Stevenson
Tedrina Stroud
Gary Turner
James Walls

Discipleship Group #29 
Athena Hall
Marlin Hall
Brad Harper 
Salena Lee
Migael Penix
Veronica Rogers 
Carole Spencer

Discipleship Group #30
Raymond Brown
Alicia Cobb
Kevin Joy
Nora Joy
Veronica Mitchell
Shelley Moore
Dameron Patterson
Whitney Thompson
Kalphria Wilson
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Welcome New ASBC Members  



to Hip-Hop with their children and recognize it is a part of the general culture, and that it has value because it speaks to a 
generation that may know little else.

Question and Answer periods that followed each session allowed Dr. Dyson to comment on concerns expressed by par-
ticipants that ranged from the future of  black leadership, desirability of truth and reconciliation panels, current status of 
racial relations, the black athlete, and disciplining children. He addressed questions and entered into dialog with speakers 
extensively and elaborately. Among the many questions, one asked what three things Dr. Dyson would have participants 
go out and do after listening to and discussing so many issues of importance and concern. Dr. Dyson’s answer seemed to 
suggest that members of the audience become self critical of their feelings about the poor, and become active partici-
pants in their communities by writing letters, attending meetings and cooperating in solving social problems. Addition-
ally he seemed to caution against accepting leaders at their word and suggested we become extremely reflective of all 
leaders, including the president. Finally,   Dr. Dyson challenged the audience to examine every “ism” we live with and be 
supportive of the arts.

Dr. Dyson presented over six hours of information that he interpreted, analyzed and critiqued. CD’s and DVD”s are avail-
able from the Media Ministry.
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DR. M.E.DYSON - continued from page 22
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AWANA we need to hear from you 
for our next Chronicle News Letter. 
We are soliciting articles from youth 
who are participating in AWANA. 
This article must reflect the 
student personal experience and 
the knowledge they have gained 
from participating in AWANA. The 
article should also reflect how their 
learning experience has impacted 
their life as a child. 

The article is limited to a short 
paragraph for a total of 20 words. 
We are looking for approximately 
five (5) to ten (10) students, to write 
an article for our next newsletter. 

All Articles should be turned in to 
Ms. Mercedes Morrison, NLT March 
31, 2011. 
In addition, Ms. Mercedes Morrison 
(Commander of AWANA) will 
prepare an article on her experience 
teaching youth in AWANA to walk in 
God’s love and the commitment to 
doing Gods will. 

Should you have any questions 
regarding this article , you can 
contact me Brandon Edwards at 
571-251-0118.

God‘s love 
Brandon J. Edwards

THE 
YOUTH and KIDS 

KORNER

Proverbs 22:6 -Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it. 

Remember Tithing and Giving online is available at 
alfredstreet.org



Ever wonder what would happen if we treated 
 our Bible like we treat our cell phone? 
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets? 
What if we flipped through it several times a day? 
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 
What if we used it to receive messages from the text? 
What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it? 
What if we gave it to Kids as gifts? 
What if we used it when we traveled? 
What if we used it in case of emergency? 
This is something to make you go....hmm...where is my Bible? 
  
Oh, and one more thing. 
Unlike our cell phone, we don’t have to worry about our Bible being 
disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill. 
  
And no dropped calls! 
When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of you!
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This will definitely 
make one think! 

  
 VS  

Answers to Reverend Fun Puzzle
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ReveRend Fun


