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GOD sometimes presents us with 
a test to see how we handle “a 
few things.” If we pass the 

test, he gives us an opportunity to 
handle even greater responsibility 
and makes us “rulers over many 
more things.”

On 15 October 2009, ASBC lead-
ership held a closing-ceremony in 
the Board Room to complete the 
purchase of Phase III of Old Towne 
West (OTW III).  The ceremony that 
was the culmination of several months 
of negotiations to complete the fairly com-
plex purchase transaction was complete with a 
closing ceremony litany and candle lighting. It was 
attended by Pastor Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley, Assistant 
Pastor Rev. Dr. Faye Gunn, the trustees led by Trustee Chair 
Clarence Miller, Chair and Vice-Chair of the Deacon Min-
istry, Deacons Lawrence Clark and Patricia Johnson, respec-
tively, representatives of Virginia Commerce Bank and several 
other ASBC officers. 

Purchasing these units fulfills a vision of the church over the 
past several years to become involved in affordable housing.  
This vision in recent years had taken on several forms to in-
clude providing a stipend to the Arlington Alexandria Coali-
tion for the Homeless (AACH), another housing authority, 
which operates transitional housing as well as life skills coun-
seling for the residents. Purchase of the OTW III property 
permits ASBC to continue its mandate to offer affordable 
housing to local residents, and it also presents an option for 
ASBC to expand its facility, in place, in the future if the need 
arises.

The church first learned of the availability of the apartments in 
mid-summer by an “angel,” who was instrumental in working 
with the pastor and the trustees in the purchase and the Oc-
tober closing of the fairly complex purchase agreement.  The 
purchase is for three-sections of low-rent town house apart-

ments consisting of 65 units, total.  This 
includes a set of townhouses adjacent 

to the church on the west side of Al-
fred Street;  a second set on the east 
side of Alfred Street just beyond 
the mid-rise apartment building; 
and a third set just beyond Gib-
bon Street again on the west side 
of Alfred Street.  In addition to 
the rental units, part of the pur-

chase agreement permits ASBC 
parishioners to use 65 parking spaces 

within the complex for Saturday and 
Sunday services, only.Just as history of-

ten repeats itself, the first section of OTW 
III adjacent to the church on the west side was 

previously purchased by the church in 1956 under 
the leadership of Rev. Warren Atkins. By the early 1960’s the 
church was beginning to make plans to renovate the church 
and add an educational wing. Education, both religious and 
secular, had always been of great interest to Reverend Atkins 
and finally the time had come to add an educational wing 
to Alfred Street Baptist Church. However, his death in 1963 
halted this building initiative. Later the City of Alexandria 
exchanged that tract for the tract where ASBC now resides. 
History repeats itself as the land owned by ASBC over fifty 
years ago is again owned by ASBC.

The Old Towne West complex consist of three types of rental 
units (high rise, apartment buildings and town houses) de-
veloped in the mid-1980s as part of the urban renewal of a 
20-block area of the city called the “Dip” because the area 
was a low-lying area subject to flooding during heavy rains.  
The “Dip” was revitalized under the auspices of the federal 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Department and 
the Alexandria Redevelopment Housing Authority (ARHA). 

The Old Towne West Phase III complex (only townhouses) 
was purchased for $10 million dollars to be paid over several 
years.  As these are low-income apartments, renters pay rent, 
based on income.           Continued to page 11 
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that He wants to rain on us. The Apostle 
Paul declares that “eyes haven’t seen and 
ears haven’t heard…the good things God 
has in store for them that love Him.” (I 
Cor. 2:9)  Part of the excitement and ex-
pectancy I have for 2010 comes from the 
great blessing of growth that God allowed 
us to experience in 2009. Anyone who is 
spiritually sensitive to the things of God 
can look at what is happening in the Alfred 
Street Baptist Church and know that God 
is moving.  We are standing in the midst 
of an unprecedented season of growth in 
our church family, in ministry, missions, 
maturity, and most visibly in our mem-
bership. In 2009 alone, 664 persons were 
moved by the Holy Spirit to unite with our 
church family and join us in our mission to 
build disciples who win the world for Je-
sus Christ. To God be the glory for reveal-
ing His favor upon our church in ways that 
our eyes have never seen before.

With this tremendous blessing of new 
faces and family members come some 
serious challenges that we must prayer-
fully navigate through in 2010. Being faith-
ful stewards of this season of our growth 
requires faith, humility, courage, wisdom, 
and most importantly love, not only on the 
part of our leaders, but more importantly 
in the daily lives of each and every mem-
ber. Satan has no weapon that can stop 
or destroy the work of God through His 
church (see Matthew 16:18) but we can 
succumb to the dangers of rapid growth. 
One of the most deadly and destructive 
dangers of explosive church growth is 
the loss of true Christian community, fel-
lowship, and care for one another.  We 
never want to become a place of worship 
where members are simply numbers and 
we must fight, with all our strength, the 
temptation to rest upon the size of our 

membership as the sign of how well we 
are achieving our goal of conforming to 
the biblical image and purpose of the New 
Testament church. Community is chal-
lenged by great growth as new members 
struggle to find their place in ministry and 
acceptance in relationships among mem-
bers that already existed. Caring becomes 
difficult when the ratio of members to 
deacons and pastor is stretched and 
strained beyond the reasonable expec-
tation of what one person can do.  With 
more than 3,000 members it is impossible 
for everyone to know everyone, and is 
quite probable that you have been out and 
about standing next to another member 
of Alfred Street Baptist Church and didn’t 
know. I can’t tell you how often people 
speak to me at the grocery store, at the 
gym, or even at the mall and have to say, 
“I’m a member of your church.”  

We may have great missions work, in-
spirational worship services, the great-
est choirs in the land, relevant ministries 
and educational programs, and multiple 
activities and training programs for our 
children and youth, but without intention-
ally formed relationships, we are not a 
body of Christ. Communion with God is 
expressed through community with one 
another; it is proof our discipleship and 
an expression of the presence of God.  
What God values and what defines us as a 
church is the connection and relationships 
we form with one another. Here’s a little 
Bible study for you – go online and pull up 
one of the free online bibles with a con-
cordance (my favorite is www.biblegate-
way.com), search through the Bible for 
the phrase “one another” and see what 
God expects of us in and through the re-
lationships we build in the body of Christ.

One key for successful relationship and 
community building is to remember that 
the larger we get – the smaller we have 
to think. This is the one time where you 
should be encouraged to be “small mind-
ed.” Let’s not look at church simply in 
great and grand terms and number, but 
rather through the small lens of one on 
one relationships. We have to pay spe-
cial attention to our command to care for 
one another and to encourage each other.  
That must happen not only through the 
vision and programs of the church as laid 
out by its leaders, but also by every mem-
ber.  Be intentional about speaking to new 
faces, be active in your discipleship group, 
extend the invitation to others to go out to 
brunch after church, schedule play-dates 
with other families in the church, attend a 
Sunday School class, take it upon yourself 
to reach out and visit our sick and shut-in 
members, send a card to a bereaved fami-
ly, ask God to lead you to a prayer partner 
whom you speak with daily, join a choir 
or a ministry and get to know the people 
who share with you – these are but a few 
of the things you can do to help ensure 
that we are what God called us to be, 
a body of believers. You will hear more 
from me in the future about intention-
ally creating these caring community small 
groups within the church and I pray that 
you will join me in thinking small.  It is my 
hope that as we commit to community it 
will be said that we were the church that 
got smaller as it go bigger.

In Fellowship With You And Christ,

Pastor Wesley

“The Ever Shrinking Church” 
As we enter this New Year, looking back and celebrating all that God has done for us in 
2009, there should be within each of us a sense of expectancy of great things.  Indeed we 
serve a God who is good. And no matter how good, He is always there with more goodness
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New Leadership to Serve ASBC Congregation
History has been made recently at Alfred Street Baptist Church 

with the appointment of one position and the election of another. 

Minister Dustin Sullivan has been appointed by Pastor Wesley to serve as the Minister for Youth, a new position 
created to address the needs and challenges of our youth, teens and young adults at our church. In that capacity he 
will work with the directors of all the youth organizations and counsel youth, as needed. Minister Sullivan has a heart 
for working with young adults, serving as a volunteer and mentor for several at-risk youth. Minister Sullivan was born 
in Richmond, Virginia and is a 2002 alumnus of the University of Virginia, where he majored in Government-Foreign 
Affairs with a concentration in Western European Politics.  With clarity, Minister Sullivan formally accepted his call to 
the ministry in 2004 and was licensed by the Alfred Street Baptist Church, Alexandria, VA in February 2006.  He is a 

current seminarian working on his Master of Divinity at the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology—Virginia Union University.  
He is an ASBC Foundation recipient of the Rev. Dr. Faye S. Gunn Legacy Scholarship for 2008 and 2009. Minister Sullivan is married 
to Kiasha J. Sullivan of New York City and they are the parents of a son, Israel Jace Sullivan.

Additionally, the ASBC Deacon Board chose Deacon Patricia Johnson as its first female chairman in the 207 year 
history of the church. Deacon Johnson has been a member of ASBC since 1974 and was ordained as a deacon in 1983 
(the second female to be ordained at ASBC). She hails from Pollocksville, North Carolina and is a graduate of North 
Carolina Central University. She retired as a teacher in 2003 after having taught for 38 years. She was married to Dea-
con James Johnson, now deceased, who also served as the Chairman of the Deacon Board from 1995 to 2003, making 
them the first husband and wife to both serve as the Chair of the Deacon Board. Deacon Johnson has two daughters, 
Deidre Boone who served on the ASBC Trustee Board in 2008 and Tanya Johnson who is currently the Director of 
the Women’s Ministry. She has two grandchildren, Janelle and Justin Boone.

Deacon Mark Montgomery was elected Vice-Chair of the Deacon Board at the December 2009 Deacon’s meeting. 
Deacon Montgomery has been a member of ASBC since 1986 and was ordained as a deacon in 2006. He is from Pitts-
burg, Pennsylvania and has a degree in Building and Construction. He is Vice-President of the construction company 
where he is employed. He is currently working on a Bachelors degree in Architecture at Howard University. 

The Trustee Board elected a new Vice-Chair and brought on-board another new trustee. Trustee Clarence Miller 
continues as the Chair of the Board of Trustees. Joining him in leadership is Trustee John Brown who was elected 
at Boards January meeting to be Vice Chair. Trustee Brown has been a trustee since 2004. He hails from Columbus, 
Georgia and served as an officer in the US Army during his first career before founding his own logistics company from 
which he is now retired. He is married to Mrs. Betty Brown of Dallas, Texas.

Returning to the board after a three year hiatus is Trustee James McNeil. replacing his wife, Trustee Juliette McNeil. 
Trustee McNeil first served on the Trustee Board from 1997 to 2003. Trustee McNeil hails from Alabama and gradu-
ated from Alabama State University. The McNeils are the first husband-wife team to have served as Trustees. He is 
a resident of the City of Alexandria, Virginia and holds a M.B.A. degree from Averett University. Mr. McNeil is the 
President of the McNeil Family Foundation and formerly the CEO of McNeil Technologies. 

The ASBC Family welcomes our new officers and appointees and wishes them success in leading us.
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Kids/Teens Corner
by Brandon J. Edwards

My name is Brandon J. Edwards. This is my first article in the Chronicle Newsletter. I 
decided to start my first article with a prayer titled “God Hear Our Prayers”. This prayer 
was taken from the book title “Children Prayers” written By Elizabeth McCollum.

“God Hear Our Prayers” 
God in heaven hear our prayers 

keep us in thy loving care. 
Be our guide in all we do, 

bless all those who love us too.
Amen.

This prayer is very special because it has three key objectives (1) To keep us in his loving 
care (2) To guide us in everything we do (3)To give blessing to the ones who love us too. 
In the next Chronicle News article, I will feature a short topic on Alfred Street Children 
Church. God Bless You!!

Have you ever arrived at church and wondered if you will get 
a seat in the sanctuary? Did you forget your tithe envelope, 
and need help finding one before the offering? Have you won-
dered, “Are we having children’s church this Sunday?”  Have you 
thought, “This is my first time visiting Alfred Street, can you tell 
me where the rest rooms are?” Have you arrived at the church 
a little late and thought, “Where is the overflow room?”

There is a valuable resource available at Alfred Street Baptist 
Church to address these, and many other concerns. Ushers are 
your first point of contact with the worship experience at Alfred 
Street Baptist Church. When you step inside the doors of the 
church, you will likely be greeted with a smile by a member of 
the Usher Ministry. Ushers are servants of the worshippers, and 
ambassadors of Jesus Christ. The mission of an usher is to radi-
ate the love of the Lord, maintain order in the worship service, 
and respond to the needs of those who enter the sanctuary to 
worship.

The Women’s Usher Ministry is a dedicated group of Christian 
women, committed to excellence in service. The Women’s 
Ushers serve at all Alfred Street worship services, funerals, and 
travel with the Pastor to worship services at other churches.  
The Women’s Ushers are also involved in missions work in the 
community.

In November the Women’s Usher Ministry sponsored a Senior’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner for Alexandria-area residents of local nurs-
ing homes. The ministry provided a traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner, praise and worship through musical entertainment, and 

a Bible message. Members of the Women’s Usher Ministry act-
ed as servers for the dinner, and spent fellowship time with the 
seniors who attended the dinner.

In December, the Women’s Usher Ministry decided that rather 
than do a traditional fellowship and gift exchange, the ministry 
would donate toiletry and gift items to a local shelter.  Mem-
bers provided gift cards, toiletries, and other needed items to 
a local women’s shelter for Christmas. Through donations, the 

ministry was able to meet 
the needs of women living 
in the shelter, by providing 
many items including Met-
ro SmartTrip cards, and 
other “wish list” items.

This year, on the third Sun-
day in February, the Alfred 
Street Baptist Church Ush-

er Ministry will celebrate “Annual Usher’s Day.”  This is a cel-
ebration of the joy of servant-hood, and the fellowship of ushers 
from churches in the DC Metro area.  Ushers from Northern 
Virginia, Maryland and Washington, DC, will gather at Alfred 
Street Baptist Church to acknowledge the contributions of ush-
ers, remember the blessing of answering the call to serve God’s 
people, and participate in a rededication to excellence in service 
to the glorification of God.

The next time you have a need, a question, or a concern—
“who you gonna call---AN USHER, of course!”

Ushering in the Spirit of the Lord
by Lolita Youmans
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ASBC Youth Lead Worship for Dr. Martin Luther King Holiday
On Sunday 17 January 2009, the ASBC Senior Youth Ministry led the annual worship service to commemorate the birthday 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., via drama, dance and singing.  The worship service which dates back over 25 years, was begun under 
the pastorate of Rev. John O. Peterson, and is a much anticipated event each year at ASBC.  The tradition of presenting this program 
is to not only expose the youth to the struggles of the Civil Rights movement during the 1960s, but also to keep alive the memory 
of Dr. King and continue to inform the community of his works and the struggles which frequently are forgotten.  This year’s drama 
entitled “I Wish I Knew What it Feels Like to be Free” was written and compiled by Deacon Darryl Howell.  Deacon Howell and his 
wife Sharnell Howell, are the current Director’s of ASBC’s Youth Ministry having followed in the footsteps of his parents, Deacon 
Tom Howell and Deacon Vernell Howell, who became Youth Directors circa 1982 and served for over 20 years.

This year’s drama focused on three milestones in the Civil Right struggle:  The 1961 Greensboro sit-ins; the 1955 Montgomery bus 
boycott and the 1968 Memphis garbage strike that ultimately led to the assassination of Dr. King.  The format for the drama was 
that of a history channel documentary with the roles of TV anchor, reporters, and the freedom fighters played by different members 
of the Senior Youth Ministry.

The Greensboro sit-ins were started by four freshmen students at NC A&T State University in Greensboro, NC. They decided that 
the time had come that they should be allowed to eat at the lunch counter in a downtown Woolworth Department Store. They 

were arrested and their simple act of passive resistance soon led to sit-ins all over 
the south. The picture below is a memorial statue to the four freshmen that resides 
on the campus of NC A&T State University. 

The Montgomery bus boycott began just before Christmas in 1955, when Rosa 
Parks, a seamstress and civil-rights activist, refused a bus driver’s order that she 
give up the seat she occupied to make way for white patrons. While three blacks on 
either side of her relinquished their seats as demanded in deference to this custom 
of white supremacy, she stayed put.  The ASBC scenes featured Mrs. Rosa Parks as 
played by LeAnn Dunn. Her resistance, fueled by the fact that Mrs. Parks was tired

Continued to page 14

Hybla Valley Elementary School 
Receives Support from Discipleship Group 17

by Earnestine Psalmonds

The Alfred Street congregation generously contributed $4,500 to 
purchase books for needy children at Hybla Valley Elementary 
School. Discipleship Group 17 led the fund raiser to provide books 
for children during the annual book fair and to acquire additional 
books for the school library.  More than 300 children received 
books. In addition, the group volunteers to staff the week-long 
event.  Deacon Al Hall, lay leader, and Earnestine Psalmonds, the 
group’s president, are shown with Hybla Valley students during 
the November book fair. 

Throughout the year, Discipleship Group 17 participates in several school activities such as career day and read-in.  The group also 
donates time to staff the library by shelving and checking out books. Families of these children have benefitted by receiving donations 
from the Brother’s Keeper Ministry activity and food baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The goal is to build on these strengths 
and successes, leverage the resources of the church, and define a more structured partnership with the school for sustainability.  
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The ASBC Singles Ministry strives to create a spiritually 
collaborative environment for all singles including those 
never married, single parents, widowed and divorced from 
ages 21 to 121. It is our objective to provide opportunities 
to further their spiritual walk with God through seminars, 
prayer partnering, missions outreach and fellowship with 
like minded Christians. Throughout the year we will build 
solid partnerships with other ministries in Alfred Street 
Baptist Church and in the Alexandria community.

Upcoming missions include:
t “If Only for One Night” 
 Prom partnership with the Carpenter Shelter

t Treasures for Children

t Big Brother Big Sister Mentor Drive

t World AIDS Day HIV Test Drive for Youth. 
 Partnership with the HIV Ministry

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of every month at 
Alfred Street Baptist Church (all singles are welcome).

Contact Information:
ASBC_singlesministry@yahoo.com

Layleader:   Earl Stafford Jr.
President:   Rodney Garrett

If Only For One Night…
The Singles Ministry is 

sponsoring youth at 
Carpenter’s Shelter for 

their High School 
Prom. The following 
gently used or new 

items are needed

Dresses
Suites/Tuxedos 

Ties - Jewelry
Shoes - Purses
Volunteers are needed that are tailors, 

seamstresses, nail technicians makeup artists 
and licensed barbers and beauticians

If you would like to donate items and/or 
volunteer please contact Michele Ogden at 

michele.ogden@gmail.com or 716-341-8831.

For 11 years ASBC has 
opened its doors to Al-
exandria’s homeless 
people. To reduce over 
crowding, up to 12 men 
are brought from the 
Alexandria facility called 
Carpenter’s Shelter, to 
the church where they 
are fed, receive an in-

spirational devotion, get a warm, peaceful night of sleep and a 
breakfast in the morning.

According to William Willis, a deacon of more than 50 years and 
the driving force that brought this program to this church, “Oth-
er than the regular worship services, this program is the widest 
reaching ministry of service in the church.  It touches all thirty 

of the membership groups of the church as take turns preparing 
wonderful evening meals and breakfast for up to 12 men. The 
membership groups also provide two men each night who stay 
with our guests.” 

Deacon Willis a life long member of this church also said, “Over 
the years, several of our guests have joined this or other local 
churches and have worked their way into the fiber of the com-
munity. We have watched many of them make their way back 
onto their feet and into independence. Because of the rapid 
growth of the church in the last year or so, we have had to re-
duce the shelter to four nights a week.

My greatest joy is watching Alfred Street’s members as they 
jump at the opportunity to  provide spiritual service to others.” 
The shelter will be in service from the beginning of January to 
the end of March.

Mission 
stateMent

ASBC Homeless Shelter Opens for the 11th Winter - by Leo Brooks
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In recognition for her 
work with NASA Edu-

cation, Mabel Jones Matthews joins an 
elite club of Trailblazers. According to 
the BEYA STEM Global Competitive-
ness Conference, Trailblazers are men 
and women who are demonstrating out-
standing performance that will shape the 
future course of science and technology. 
Ms. Matthews will be formally recognized 
for her accomplishments on February 18, 
at the Trailblazers’ Luncheon in conjunc-
tion with the Black Engineer of the Year 
Awards Conference in Baltimore, Mary-
land.

 Ms. Matthews is a Higher Education Man-
ager for NASA (National Air and Space 
Administration) Headquarters, Office of 
Education. At NASA, Ms. Matthews pro-
vides executive leadership to the NASA 
Office of Education, Higher Education 
Program whose primary goal is to con-
tribute to the development of the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) workforce in disciplines needed 
to achieve NASA’s strategic goals, through 
a portfolio of investments. In addition 
to many other responsibilities, she man-
ages educational research, evaluation, and 
analysis activities to solve the most difficult 
problems; identifies and implements alter-
natives that remedy problematic situations 
or improves the efficiency of operations. 

While serving as Acting Manager of the Mi-
nority University Research and Education 
Program (2005 to 2006), Ms. Matthews 
led a staff in the development, execution 
and accountability of the NASA’s annual 
$40M Minority University Research and 
Education Program (MUREP) budget for 
research and education grants awarded to 
more than 100 universities, non-profit sci-
entific and technical professional societies, 
and other organizations, including 11 Uni-
versity Research Centers funded at over 
$60M for five-year periods, $3M in indi-
vidual Principle Investigator awards, and 
over $4M in undergraduate and graduate 
student scholarships.

Ms. Matthews’ higher education experi-
ence includes: Vice President for Enroll-
ment Management, Trinity College of 
Vermont (1998-1999); Dean of Academic 
Affairs, Saint Augustine’s College (1995-
1998); Chairperson, Division of Business, 
Saint Augustine’s College (1991-1995); 
Associate Professor, Saint Augustine’s Col-
lege (1975-1995); and Adjunct Professor, 
North Carolina State University (1997).
In her capacity as an International Liai-
son, she has served on the: International 
Aeronautic Federation (IAF), International 
Space Education Board (ISEB), Space Edu-
cation and Outreach Committee (SEOC), 
Global Space Workforce Development 
Sub-Committee (2007-Present); Collab-

orative Teacher Preparation Curriculum 
Development Initiative, Nassau, Bahamas 
Ministry of Education, (1997); and Educa-
tion Outreach Project in West Africa, In-
ternational Educational and Service Insti-
tute, Inc. (1987).

Ms. Matthews holds true to her commit-
ment to forge and maintain a strong bond 
with the community. She is currently or 
has been involved in the following capaci-
ties: Board Member, Ionia Whipper Home 
for Abused Girls; Golden Life Member 
of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc., International 
Trends Facet; The Links; Member, School-
to-Career Council, Wake County Public 
Schools; Member, Committee on Admin-
istration, Young Women Christian Asso-
ciation; Planning Task Force, North Caro-
lina Business and Technology Corporation; 
and Board Member, Southeast Raleigh 
Community Development Center. 

Mabel Jones Matthews holds a BS, South-
eastern University, Washington, DC 
(1973); an MBA, Atlanta University, Atlan-
ta, GA (1975); and an EdD, University of 
Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH (1991).

The ASBC Family is proud to extend con-
gratulations to Mabel Jones Matthews, on 
yet another distinguished milestone in her 
illustrious career.

“Minority In Research Science Trailblazer”
by Renée Spivey

An Outstanding Guest Preacher
Each Week at 7:00 p.m.

MADNESS

MARCH

Tuesday Evening Worship in March

Rev. Dr. Otis Moss
Trinity United 

Church of Christ
Chicago, Illinois

Rev. Dr. John Adolph
Antioch Missionary 

Baptist Church
Beaumont, Texas

Rev. Dr. Lance Watson
St. Paul 

Baptist Church
Richmond, Virginia

Rev. Michael  Walrond
First Corinthian 
Baptist Church

New York, New York

 March 2        March 9    March 16      March 23
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What is the Cost of Your Worship?
by Katherine Washington

David was a great leader. He was not 
only a man after God’s own heart but 
he also led the people of Israel in fol-
lowing God.  Because David loved and 
reverenced God, he believed that his 
offering to the Lord should require a 
sacrifice on his part.  In 2 Samuel 24:18-
25, David wanted to build an altar to the 
Lord.  Araunah offered to give to David 
free of charge whatever he needed for 
the burnt offering. But David insisted on 
paying Araunah, saying “I will not sac-
rifice to the LORD my God burnt of-
ferings that cost me nothing.” This is a 
testimony of worship that is acceptable 
to the Lord.

In the Old Testament, offerings (or sac-
rifices) were given for several reasons 
including praise, thanksgiving, fellow-
ship, and the forgiveness of sins. Ulti-
mately, offerings were given to worship 
a holy God. Unlike David, many of us 
today want to worship God at no cost.  
Many of us seek a form of cheap Chris-
tianity that accepts God’s mercy, love, 
grace, and forgiveness without any sac-
rifice. Is the cost of our worship limited 
to two hours on Sunday morning and 
the offering we put in the collection 
plate?  We must worship God “in spirit 
and in truth”. (John 4:24)  True worship 
does not happen only on Sunday morn-
ing. True worship is daily and it requires 
sacrifice.  Romans 12:1 says “therefore, 
I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sac-
rifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship.”  Because 
of God’s mercy and love, we should of-
fer ourselves as living sacrifices, daily 
laying aside our desires and surrender-
ing to God. A worshipful life is a surren-
dered life, one that is completely yielded 
to God and his will.  A surrendered life 
is obedient to God’s word.  It uses time, 
talent, and resources for the building 
of God’s kingdom. A surrendered life 
requires being tested and molded to 
grow in discipleship and become more 

like Christ. A surrendered life is a life of 
service to others.  Jesus said “the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many”. (Matt 20:28)

We often think of surrendering as giv-
ing up something. Living a surrendered 
life does not mean living an empty, 
unfulfilled life. On the contrary, a sur-
rendered life is a joyful life. Jesus said, 
“I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full”. (John 10:10).  
A surrendered life is a purposeful life 
guided by God. When we live a sur-
rendered life, we don’t waste our time 
and gifts. Instead, we use them accord-
ing to God’s will and to his glory. A sur-
rendered life is a liberated life because 
we are not conformed to the world and 
in bondage to sin. We have freedom in 
Christ.  “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.”  (2 Cor 3:17)

From the moment he clothed himself 
in human flesh until his death on the 
cross, Jesus lived a surrendered life. Je-
sus, who is God, “made himself noth-
ing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. And be-
ing found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient 
to death— even death on a cross!” (Phil 
2:7-8) Jesus’ entire life on earth was sur-
rendered to the Father. In John 4:34, Je-
sus said, “my food is to do the will of him 
who sent me and to finish his work.” In 
the Garden of Gethsemane as he faced 
his pending suffering and death, Jesus 
prayed “Abba, Father,” he said, “every-
thing is possible for you. Take this cup 
from me. Yet not what I will, but what 
you will.” (Mark 14:36).  He knew what 
he was facing but he surrendered his 
will so that we might have eternal life.  
In view of God’s mercy, how can we of-
fer God worship that costs us nothing?  
What are you offering up to the Lord?  

A surrendered life 

is a liberated life 

because we are

not conformed

to the world 

and in bondage

to sin.
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1. Executed the Month of Service Project where over 25 
projects were completed in a church-wide effort to reach 
out to our neighborhood families and service providers. 
The type of services were diverse and included packaging 
over 400 after school snack sacks for youth in local shelters, 
painting rooms at the Hopkins House as well as other 
facilities; helping seniors make repairs on their homes; 
providing fellowship for wounded veterans, providing an 
outing for single mothers and women in a halfway house, 
etc. These are just a few of the services rendered. 

2. Held the annual Brothers’ Keeper (August, 2009 event. 
Provided a spiritual enrichment service and educational 
workshops for the families of over 700 children. The 
children were also provided with school supplies, new 
winter coats, and gift cards for shoes.

3. Kept our neighborhood children within the 22314 zip code 
occupied and safe during their spring break by providing 
lunch and showing movies to the children.

4. Provided over $3,000 in contributions to purchase 
household items for families involved in domestic violence

5. Held a Domestic Violence Symposium;

6. Began regular hours for the Food Closet, where over 130 
baskets have been given to families in the 22314 zip code, as 
well as to members of our church;

7. Distributed information on HIV/AIDS to Alexandria 
Community, including 22314 zip code;

8. Ministered to prisoners at Alexandria Detention Center and 
Alexandria Juvenile Detention Center three Sundays per 
month;

9. Began to develop a “Pre-Release Checklist” to provide 
inmates with information of things to do prior to their 
release and resources within Alexandria that will help them 
once they have been released. This effort is being done by 
the Jail and Prison Ministry;

10. Mentoring to the young men of church and community 
      continues to be  done by the Men’s Ministry;

11. Held a Breast Cancer Awareness workshop hosted by the
       Women’s Ministry;

12. Ministered to seniors with visitation, special dinners and 
luncheons and worship services at the Ladrey building;

13. Provided used cell phones to the “Phones for Soldiers” 
program that provides calling cards to service members 
overseas;

14. Visited local nursing homes and members in the hospital;

15. Provided shelter for the homeless during the months of
       January through March;

16. Raised $4,500 for books for the Hybla Valley Elementary 
School book drive;

17. Provided Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets to those
      in need;

18. Provided Christmas dinner to homeless and others that
       would otherwise be alone on Christmas day;

19. Provide Christmas gifts to families through the Christmas
      Tree of Lights and through discipleship group efforts;

Continued to page 12

A Church Without Missions, Is Not A Church At All  by Rosette Graham

And the King shall answer and say unto them, “Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as you have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me.”

Alfred Street Baptist Church believes a church without missions is not a church at all. That’s 
why ASBC allocates about 19 percent of it’s entire budget to missions.  We support the cause of 
missions locally, nationally and internationally. In addition, many mission projects are led by the 
Mission Ministry, discipleship groups or ministries of the church. To give you a glimpse of the 
mission work of the church, below are the top 30 mission projects completed in 2009 (not listed 
in any particular order).  A mandate given by Pastor Wesley to all discipleship groups will cause our 
mission work in the community to double in 2010.  If your group or ministry is looking for an outreach 
project, please contact Rosette Graham, Director of Missions Ministry, at the church office.
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A letter to students on the college bound road

Planning for College: The Top 10 To Do List
  
Dear High School Seniors, 

Over the years, I have been blessed to attend and work at several colleges and universities as a col-
lege counselor, admissions officer, and academic advisor.  Currently, I am pursuing my PhD in Higher 
Education Administration and feel called to work with high school students in their pursuit of a col-
lege degree.  I have been personally shaken by the acceptance rates, low retention and graduation 
rates for both minorities and majority students.  With this knowledge acquired from my previous 
experiences and jobs along with my current academic pursuits, I have come up with a list of 10 things 
12th grade high school seniors should be thinking about in preparation for college.  Clearly, this list 
is transferable to non-seniors and can be expanded, but as the clock ticks closer for 12th graders’ 
arrival on college campuses, I thought it ideal to write a list specifically for them (these points are in 
no particular order).  

1.) If you have not applied to college, you should be spending this time looking into schools and 
applying.  Many students fail to apply to college because of fear of rejection.  Don’t let this be you!  
Apply anyway, you never know until you try. 

2.) If you have been accepted to college, and you’re in the process of choosing a college to attend, 
set-up a few criteria to make the process easier.  This list should include:  ideal class sizes, school’s 
retention and graduation rates, location, what the school is known for, is the school providing you 
with money, etc. Use this list to help you make your decision.    

3.) Know yourself and your best study habits.  Don’t take this point for granted.  Ask yourself, when 
are you most alert, when and where do you study best, do you need complete silence when you 
study or do you need some type of noise.  These quirks about yourself should be known before you 
arrive on campus.  Knowing this will help you tremendously.  Always remember when you are asking 
yourself these questions, it’s not the lies we tell others, it’s the lies we tell ourselves. 
   
4.) A college visit is always a good idea, whether before or after you get accepted to the school.  
If you’ve been accepted, visiting the school will help you come to a decision about whether this is 
the school for you.  If you’re applying to the school, and you visit - the school admissions rep could 
get the impression that you are very serious about the school.  Keep in mind that schools worry at 
times about their acceptance rate.  Simply meaning that the school accepts many students but not all 
the students they accept actually attend that school.  So some schools will accept students partially 
based on the perceived assumption that this is the student’s first choice and the student will say yes 
to coming. So if you visit the school potentially your chance for admissions increases.   

5.) Look for scholarships!!!!  Remember to fill out the FAFSA.  The FAFSA, which is now completely 
on-line, thus making it hard for families to fill out, if they don’t have access to a computer, and if the 
site to fill it out looks to cumbersome.  If you are under 21, you will need your parent’s information 
when doing the FAFSA. This  at times is an additional complication, for example,  if you have a family 
member who is not providing you with information.  To alleviate some of these challenges, try and 
invite them to a set location and you all work on it together, and if necessary ask someone, who is 
familiar with the process, to help you.  
Additionally, look into as many scholarships as you can.  Furthermore, at many schools there are or-
ganizations which help defray the cost of school, such as Student Support Services. Look into those 
programs.                    Continued to page 13
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Did you know flu season does 
not end until May?  Accord-
ing to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, Kathleen 
Sebelius, “H1N1 is still circu-
lating, it’s still dangerous, and 
there are still lives to be saved. 
That’s why it’s so critical for 

everyone to get vaccinated.” The H1N1 flu has infected 
over 50 million U. S. residents with over 10,000 deaths.  
Women who are pregnant, children, and young adults un-
der 50 are disproportionately affected. Preexisting medi-
cal conditions such as asthma and diabetes greatly increase 
the risk of death and other complications. Other high risk 
medical conditions that increase the risk of complications 
are heart disease, suppressed immune systems, neurocog-
nitive and neuromuscular and kidney disease.

What is the H1N1? It is a new influenza virus that spreads 
easily from person to person and causes illness to those 
infected. It was first detected in the U.S. in April 2009. This 
virus was originally named the “swine flu” because it was 
very similar to the influenza virus normally occurring in pigs 
(swine) in North America. Later studies have shown this vi-
rus is different from the “swine flu” and thus the new name 
H1N1 was adopted. 

What are the signs and symptoms you may experience? 
Most common sign and symptoms are fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny nose or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, 
chills and fatigue. Some people may experience vomiting, 
diarrhea and respiratory symptoms without a fever.

What can you do to decrease your risk and prevent the 
spread of H1N1. The CDC says, “Take 3 actions to fight 
the flu.” First, get vaccinated. The seasonal flu vaccine pro-
tected you against the seasonal flu but not the H1N1.  The 
H1N1 vaccine is the best protection against the pandemic 
virus. Talk to your doctor if you have any of the preexist-
ing medical conditions listed above. Secondly, Use every 
preventive measure available to you. Cover your nose and 
mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, and then 
throw the tissue in the trash. Wash your hands often with 
soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub if soap and wa-
ter is not readily available. Avoid touching you eyes, nose 
and mouth and sick people. If you become sick, stay home 
for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone. While sick, 
limit contact with others as much as possible. Finally, if 
your healthcare provider recommends antiviral drugs, take 
them. Antivirals can protect you against the seasonal and 
2009 H1N1 flu by keep the virus from reproducing in your 
body, make the illness milder and shorten the time of sick-
ness and prevent serious complications. Note: Antivirals 
work best if used within the first two days of symptoms. 
Since antivirals are by prescription only, you must see your 
healthcare provider.

Now that you are armed with knowledge, what are you 
going to do? Check out www.flu.gov  flu vaccine locator 
for the nearest facility providing vaccinations or see you 
healthcare provider. The ASBC Health and Wellness Minis-
try’s ultimate goal is to aid you in sustaining your health. If 
you need additional information, contact Mrs. Darhyl Jas-
per, RN at (703) 971-2428.

Health and Wellness

H1N1: Did you get your vaccination this season?
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ASBC SUPPORTS UNCF ON 
MLK BIRTHDAY

by Henry Thompson

On 18 January 2010, approximately 50 members of ASBC joined Pastor Wesley as he 

was the featured speaker at the United Negro College Fund’s and the Washington Inter-

Alumni Council’s 27th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Commemorative Celebration.  The 

annual prayer breakfast held at Martin’s Crosswinds in Maryland celebrates the life and 

legacy of one of UNCF’s, most distinguished alumni, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It is also 

a major fund raiser for UNCF and provides an opportunity to highlight the great work of 

the UNCF and HBCUs, in general. 

The nearly 70 members of ASBC who attended were part of an audience of almost 960 

persons who listen intently to the words of Dr. Wesley as he spoke of Joshua’s conquest 

of Jericho and the subsequent battles he had to fight. He compared Joshua’s subsequent  

battles he had to fight. He compared Joshua’s subsequent fights to the fight we must con-

tinue, following on the heels of Dr. King’s great works.

ASBC has long been a great supporter of education in general and the United Negro Col-

lege Fund in particular.  Thanks to all who supported this effort.

20. Provided hats, gloves, coats and other items to the 
homeless and local shelters;

21. Provided meals to residents of the Carpenter Shelter 
every other month and every fifth Monday;

22. Provided gift cards and other items to the residents of 
Guest House;

23. Provided over 200 families with food and other 
household items and fed others during a Mission trip 
to New Orleans;

24. Sent school supplies to students in Lott Carey school 
in Liberia;

25.“Shoeboxes” filled with items were sent by the 
Children’s Church to the North Carolina Baptist 
Children’s Home and also provided  Thanksgiving 
baskets to them;

26. Ministered in senior citizen facilities and nursing homes 
through concerts and visitation by the Music Ministry 
and the Senior Youth Ministry;

27. Contributed tremendously to the success of the 
homeless outreach program, feeding over 300 
homeless each month, as well as providing hats, 
gloves, personal hygiene items, etc. This effort was 
done by the Young Adult Ministry;

28. Provided care packages to college students;

29. Provided a Thanksgiving meal to the homeless in four 
locations in Washington, DC;

30. Participated in Mission efforts with Baptist General 
Convention of Virginia (BGC), Northern Virginia 
Baptist Association, National Baptist Convention, 
USA (NBC), Progressive National Baptist Convention 
(PNBC) and the Lott Carey Foreign Mission 
Convention (Lott Carey)(delegates reports available 
online).

A Church Without Missions, Continued from page 9
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COLLEGE: Continued from page 10
6.) On many college campuses, young students become 
bait for credit card lenders.  There will be a host, on any 
given day, of banks with free gifts for students to sign up 
for credit cards.  These attractive gifts, lore students in 
and many bite the bait.  This then turns into the unrelent-
ing struggle of purchasing books, entertainment while in 
college, which all seem essential to a great college expe-
rience.  Please be weary of this trap, which has caused 
more than 60% of Americans to fall into financial debt.  
During these next few months, familiarize yourself with 
what credit means and the difference between good and 
bad credit.  Open up a checking and savings account – 
and practice being a responsible credit user.  If you get a 
credit card, only get one and always pay the full balance 
off at the end of the month.  

7.) Take time to develop your writing skills.  Many stu-
dents don’t do well in college because of poor writing 
abilities.   

8.) Acquire a mentor, preferably someone in the career 
you aspire to ascend to.  This mentor will be a vital re-
source for you as you matriculate and graduate from col-
lege.  This person will help guide you in possible intern-
ships, summer jobs, give you true insight into the job/
career, and you will have someone to keep you account-
able.

9.) My most surprising observation over the years when 
I’ve seen students do poorly in college, is for a reason 
that many don’t talk about or would never assume would 
be a reason for poor academic performance.  This rea-
son is relationships!  Brothers and sisters who have boy-
friends and girlfriends at home, and don’t want to go to 
college far away for fear of leaving their significant others.  
They travel home on the weekends to see them, or they 
consistently get visited on campus.  At times their grades 
suffer for a lack of attention to academics, and more se-
verely if their relationship goes bad.  This happens on 
every college campus in America.  Let this not be you! 

10.) Lastly, make sure you are in a right relationship with 
God.  While in college you may be exposed to several 
religious beliefs and views towards God.  Make sure you 
are firm in your belief.  While you look for a college, find 
out what churches are in the area that could help grow 
your faith.  At most churches this would be called watch 
care ministry.

Best wishes and do well in college!!!! 
Jameel A. Scott 

FAITHFUL: Continued from page 1

The apartments range 
from one bedroom 
apartments of about 
610 square feet, up 
to three bed-rooms 
of about 1474 square 
feet. As this is prop-
erty initially devel-
oped for low-income 
housing, the church is 

prohibited from starting any new constructions or modifying 
the current rental construct for 10 years. 

In January 2010, a “Faithful Over a Few Things Campaign” be-
gan to permit the church to retire approximately $300,000 of 
additional cost associated with the transaction such as inspec-
tions and repairs. Now that OTW III purchase is complete, we 
must prove our worthiness of this blessing. The closing state-
ment of the litany for the signing ceremony for OTW II pro-
vided some insightful thoughts as well as challenges to us:

“As you have noticed at other times when Alfred Street Baptist 
Church acquired property and buildings, God has given us a 
waiting period. This time we must wait for 10 years after the 
purchase of Olde Towne West to use it in ways that may be 
different than what it is being used for today. Just as in the par-
able where God judged the three men to whom he had given 
“talents,” he will also judge us to see how we handle this re-
sponsibility of managing these properties and the people living 
there. The talents represents any kind of resource we have been 
given. The issue is not what we have but how well we use what 
we have. God who blesses us with abundance is the same One 
who asks us to manage it for Him. We have been called to a 
ministry of healing right here in our neighborhood. This calling 
is important, vital and holy. We have been asked to reach out 
and touch a love starved world right here in this community. 
We are called to meet a need that no one else can meet quite the 
way that we can. We are Christ’s Ambassadors sent on behalf 
of Jesus Christ to act as his representatives in this world, moti-
vated by His power and spirit, not by gain and greed. Don’t let 
money, houses and 
land take the place 
of God in the life of 
this church. Let the 
interest of His king-
dom be foremost on 
your mind and heart.  
“He who is faithful 
in a very little thing 
is faithful also in 
much. Luke 16:10.
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Continued to from 5
after a long day of work, ultimately stirred the Negro people in Montgom-
ery to boycott the buses. The result of this simple act of passive resistance 
was felt far away from Montgomery Alabama as well.
   
The third scene focused on the Memphis garbage strike, which began on 
Feb. 12, 1968 after the sanitary workers were shortchanged in pay follow-
ing an agreement that they would not be paid when sent home because of 
inclement weather. The walkout climaxed a long history of unfair treatment 
of the workers. Garbage collection, sewer, water and street maintenance 
work was also shut down by the strike. Negotiations between workers and 
the City of Memphis were locked in virtual round the clock sessions as a 
strike of 1,300 sanitary public works employees continued. Dr. King was requested to lead a march there in early April in support 
of the workers.  Dr. King was assassinated there on April 4, 1968 following his famous “I’ve been on the mountain top” speech. 

Additional soliloquies were given by Danielle Howell and David Jordan.  Danielle played the role of Congresswoman Shirley Ch-
ishom of New York, who was the first African American women in the US Congress in 1968.  On January 25, 1972, she became the 
first major-party black candidate for President of the USA and the first woman to run for the Democratic presidential nomination. 
David played the role of Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr.  Gen. Davis Jr. was born in Washington, DC on December 18, 1912, the second 
of three children. At the age of 14, the younger Davis went for a flight with a barnstorming pilot at Bolling Field in Washington, D.C. 
The experience led to his determination to become a pilot himself, as part of the Tuskegee Airmen. On December 9, 1998, Ben-

jamin O. Davis Jr. was advanced to the rank of General, U.S. Air Force 
(Retired), with President Clinton pinning on his four-star insignia.  The 
role of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was played by the following teenagers: 
Malcolm Montgomery, Alexus Lette, Darien Howell, Joyvell Henry and 
Alex Lewis. 

 
All of the youth did an outstanding job!  The youth who participated 
came from the Senior Youth Ministry, the Gospel Inspirers and the Li-
turgical Dancers.  Some are grandchildren of persons who participat-
ed in some of these events in the mid-1960s.  Others are children of 
former ASBC Youth who themselves participated in similar dramas at 
ASBC 15-50 years ago.  It is altogether fitting and proper that a story as 
powerful as this is passed from generation to the next in this manner.

 

The ASBC family thanks the entire Howell family for maintaining this MLK Birthday tradition.  We also express our thanks to Ms. 
Rashida Johnson, Ms. Monique Cox and Minister Kristopher Futrell assistance to the Senior Youth Ministry in nurturing today’s youth.

ASBC Youth Lead Worship
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Prayer Life - Ever Present In The Life of ASBC
by Michelle  Chapman

At the December 2008 Church Meeting, the newly installed, Pastor 
Howard-John Wesley established three new ministries, one of which 
was the Intercessory Prayer Ministry.  At that time, Ms.  Michele 
Chapman was a member of a group of men and women who had 
been meeting for prayer twice a week since March of 2006 and Pastor 
Wesley appointed her as the ministries first Director.

Prayer has always been at the foundation of the activities of the 
church from acquisition of our first church to mortgage elimination 
to one Women’s Day all night prayer pajama meeting. The mission of 
The ASBC Intercessory Prayer Ministry is to be prayerfully commit-
ted to fostering a greater emphasis on personal and corporate prayer 
in the life of the believer and our church. We realize that prayer un-
der girds every aspect of who we are and what we do, our church 
ministries, staff, missions’ efforts and church family. “The effective, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James 5:16)

In 2003, an intentional effort to highlight prayer, began with the Bi-
centennial. The Bicentennial Chair, Deacon Pat Wallace reported to 
the Deacons about the planned events for the yearlong celebration of 
the Bicentennial.  There were events that addressed history, evange-
lism, outreach, fellowship, etc. After the report Deacon Welton Quan-
der commented that there was no event that addressed prayer. The 
24 Hour Day of Prayer was the result of that comment and now that 
special prayer service has become an annual event led by Deacon 
Quander until 2008 when the Intercessory Prayer Ministry began to 
lead it. The 2008 24 hour prayer service was held on the Monday 
before the historical election of President Obama.

Our primary objective is to support the vision of our church by 
“Building Disciples to Win the World for Christ” through the power 
of praying together. We invite anyone to join us as we pray consis-
tently for Pastor Wesley and our church leadership and families, the 
Body of Christ, our communities, state, nation and our world. 

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry holds prayer sessions in the Adkins 
Chapel as follows:  Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30 a.m. until 
8:00 a.m.; Wednesdays from 12 noon until 2:00 p.m., and Saturdays 
from 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m.  They also support the weekly Tuesday 
night prayer and praise service at 7:00 p.m.  Current and future activi-
ties are presented in the table below. The Ministry also encourages 
group reading with a recommended reading list. They are presently 
reading “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire” by Jim Cymbal in anticipation of 
a trip to the Brooklyn Tabernacle.  Recent and future events include:



Discipleship Group #1
Mr. Terrence A. Adam 
Dr. Hubert D. Glover
Miss Amy S. Jenkins
Ms. Kandice P. Logan 
Miss Kayla S. Maccannon
Ms. LaToya P. Robinson
Dr. LaShaunda L Seaberry
Mr. James A. Smith
Ms. Shannon G. Valley
Discipleship Group #4
Mrs. Sonja Y. Davis
Ms. Nicole C. Easley
Mr. Jamal A. Lee
Mrs. Kim Y. Lee
Ms. Melody M. Moses
Ms. Sholayide F. Otugalu
Mr. Daniel Perez 
Ms. Lois J. Smith (Jennifer)
Discipleship Group #5
Mr. Danton D. DeMille
Mr. Andre Ebanks
Mrs. Kedisha Ebanks
Ms. Ruth Gilliard (Toni)
Ms. Jessica R. Jenkins
Mr. Byron W. Logan
Mrs. Dawn D. Lucas
Ms. Stephanie R Newton
Ms. Cheryl K. Robertson
Mr. Hector Sheppard
Ms. Kristal N. Stripling
Ms. Nushat A. Thomas
Discipleship Group #6
Ms. Victoria A. Bell
Ms. Shelley H. Campbell
Ms. LaFrance L. Carpenter
Ms. Maxine L. Mosely 
Ms. Tamasa C. Nelson
Mrs. Josephine B. Robinson
Rev. Lindell C. Toombs, Jr
Discipleship Group #7
Ms. Shauntae R. Barber
Mr. Douglas J. Carter
Ms. ArQuena S. Dailey
Mr. Edsel J. Guydon
Mr. Oliver N. Guydon
Mr. Phillip A. Guydon
Mrs. Tonita M Guydon
Ms. Loreen L Lisle
Ms. Candace A. Simon
Mrs. Cheryl A. Steele
Ms. Francine Towbridge
Mr. C.T. Wilson
Discipleship Group #8
Ms. Arletha Denard
Ms. Pamela O. Eady
Ms. Latoya J. King
Miss Maya M. King
Mr. Juan P. Morrison
Ms. Rickeita C Rose
Discipleship Group #9
Ms. Danielle A. Buford
Ms. Sade D. Campbell
Ms. Selina Campbell
Ms. Carolyn A. Eaton
Mr. Joseph Edward Fallen
Ms. Melissa A. Johnson

Ms. Maria C. Lloyd
Mr. Collin T. Ntsoku
Ms. Bernice N. Opare
Ms. Erin L. Porche
Discipleship Group #10 
Ms. Lisa M. Clark
Ms. Katherine A. Fulwood
Dr. Shalonda W. Gregory
Mr. Stephen W. Jackson
Ms. Alicia L. Thomas
Ms. Beverly Thorpe
Ms. Helen L. Alsop
Discipleship Group #11
Ms. Carolyn J. Brown
Mr. Emmanuel D. Brown
Ms. LaRae A. Holliday
Mr. Brandon L. Keith
Mr. Darrien L Keith
Mrs. Debbie J. Keith
Mr. Lorenzo Keith
Mrs. Chiara A McDowell
Mr. Keith D. Moore
Ms. Stacie M Posey
Mr. Randolph L. Rivers
Mr. Churchill E. Robinson, III
Mrs. Jasmin X Robinson
Mr. Larry O. Spencer
Mrs. Ora M Spencer
Discipleship Group #12
Mr. Lorenzo Duke 
Ms. Nirvana I. Harris
Mrs. Hallie Johnson
Mr. Lyndon L. Johnson
Mr. William M Ngutter
Ms. Cassandra W. Owens
Mrs. Ashleigh P Russell
Mr. Elliott D. Russell
Ms. Denise M Thomas
Miss Micaelah Thomas
Discipleship Group #13
Mr. William H. Brown
Ms. Robin D. Bruton
Master David L. Fleming
Ms. Karen Z. Jordan
Ms. Florence M. King
Mr. Robert J. Watkins
Miss Anisha I Woodley
Discipleship Group #14
Mister Delano J. Allen (DJ)
Mr. DeMarcus A. Byrdsong
Mr. Ricardo Byrdsong 
Mrs. Sonja Y. Byrdsong
Ms. Nadia T. Coleman
Ms. Felecia S. Frasier
Ms. Lori C. Gilbert
Rev. Joy D. Haynes
Mr. Tareem T. Hill
Ms. Nikki Jennings
Mr. Darnell A. Jones
Mrs. Tammy M. Jones
Mr. Sherod L. Mangum
Ms. Antoinette M. Mann
Mr. Ewan A. Roberts
Mr. Quentin A. Stubbs
Ms. Brigitte L. Williams

Discipleship Group #15
Ms. Andrea J. Boudreaux
Ms. Shanise Gholston
Ms. Christina C. Gray
Ms. Keisha D. Johnson
Mr. Toney C. Mooney
Mr. Stephen M. Taylor
Mrs. Tiffany W. Taylor
Ms. Larriette M Thompson
Ms. Lindsay D. Williams
Mr. Keith A. Yancey
Discipleship Group #16
Miss Jordan Sylvia Barton
Miss Tyler Erin Barton
Mr. Solomon E. Brockington
Mrs. Virginia O. Brockington
Ms. Courtney Y. Foddrell
Mr. Marcus E. Johnson, Sr.
Mrs. Tonisha L. Johnson
Mr. Chico R. Knight
Ms. Amber L. Neal
Discipleship Group #17
Ms. Flossie M. Bell
Master Brandon J. Edwards
Ms. Patricia E. Ferguson
Miss Lauren N Reese
Master Azziah D. Russell
Ms. Jennifer N. Reese Russell
Mr. Maurey Williams, Jr.
Mrs. Tonya J. Williams
Discipleship Group #18
Ms. Jennifer N Alexander
Mrs. Kimberly L. Gayle
Mr. Michael D. Gayle
Mrs. Charlotte I. Reynolds
Mr. Marvin C. Reynolds
Discipleship Group #19
Ms. Janeine A. Berryman
Ms. Ledgetuanice T. Diamond
Ms. Crystal A. Dickerson
Ms. Keshee D. Dozier
Ms. Janine A. Faria
Ms. Marisa S Faria
Ms. Cara A. Hall
Mr. Marcus E. Mason
Ms. Carlisha M Williams
Discipleship Group #2
Ms. Sabrina K. Anderson
Ms. RaShandra S. Caldwell
Ms. Sharon C. Grievous
Mrs. Beverly S. Harris
Mr. LeRoy Harris (Lee)
Mr. Samuel Massey
Ms. Kortnie C. Mills
Mr. Kenneth E. Millstead
Ms. Tenopra M. Shepphard

Ms. Shirley A. Tillman
Discipleship Group #20
Ms. Marielle P. Barrow
Ms. Alexis A, Boateng
Mr. Aaron C. Diggs
Ms. Teree M Henderson
Ms. Holly M Jones
Ms. Lakeesha S. Love
Miss Vanessa Mosley
Ms. Lakesha P. Pope
Mr. Michael E. Webb
Mr. Samuel J. Younger
Discipleship Group #21
Ms. Stephanie L. Burch
Mr. Anthony J. Callaway
Mrs. Kimberly A. Callaway
Ms. Misty D. Copeland
Ms. Dawn M Evans 
Ms. Ebony S. Jackson
Mr. Dale E. Jones
Mr. Jordan T. Jones
Miss Kennedy H. Jones
Mrs. Yolanda D. Jones
Mr. Carlos J. Poindexter
Mrs. Stephanie A. Poindexter
Master Jonathan Randle
Mr. Melvin Stallings, Jr.
Ms. Daneaya A. Wallace
Discipleship Group #22
Ms. Elizabeth Bennett
Ms. Alkita L. Bowe
Ms. Shari Brown
Mrs. Chandra D. Cherry
Mrs. Alison M. Cromer
Mr. Warrick C. Cromer
Ms. Lalja Hammons
Mr. Keith A. James
Miss Cheyenne M. Rollins
Ms. Brittany M. Smith
Ms. Shirl Spicer
Mr. Philip L. Thomas
Mr. Austin J.D. Weatherington
Discipleship Group #23
Ms. Christina L. Benjamin
Mr. Jason A. Ellis
Mr. Terrance L. Jenkins
Ms. Tierra N. Mobley
Ms. Natasha A.R. Smith
Mr. Lamar A. Stroud, Jr.
Ms. Constance L. Troutman
Mr. Dana O. Underwood
Mrs. Yolanda L. Underwood
Discipleship Group #24
Ms. Karmen Z. Carrasquillo
Mr. Tom D. Gates (Dennis)
Ms. Octavia D. Goodwin
Ms. Laurie B. Ligon
Ms. Chanell Scott
Ms. Jennifer E. Walker 
Discipleship Group #25
Mr. James E. Clemonts
Miss Jamine O. Clemonts
Miss Kim N Clemonts 
Mrs. Olivia A. Clemonts
Ms. Phyllis A. Howard 
Mr. Marlon C. Hughes 
Mrs. S. Michelle Hughes

Ms. Arlova Y Jackson
Master Jordan L. Maclin
Mr. James L. McTillman
Ms. Tanya C. Saunders
Ms. Deborah A. Smith
Discipleship Group #26
Ms. A. Michelle Fitts
Master Amir M Forbes
Master Malik H Forbes
Ms. Rhonda Forbes
Mr. Michael D. Garner
Mr. Bruce O. Kornegay
Mr. Steven R. Madkins 
Ms. Sharon M Riddell
Mr. Edward L. Williams 
Discipleship Group #27
Mr. Fred C. Clark
Ms. Angel M. Dungee
Ms. Rawuel L. Fox
Mr. Deonn L. Henderson
Ms. Rachelle Y. Holmes
Ms. Romie Jean-Charles
Ms. Russeline D. Miles 
Mr. Michael L. Ogden, Jr.
Ms. Michele L. Ogden 
Mr. David Penic
Mr. Vincent G. Walford
Mr. Bryant S.P. Wisdom
Ms. Airleen Young
Discipleship Group #28
Mr. David L. Burton
Mr. Darren C. Davis
Mr. Gerald R. Ingram
Mr. Kyle A. Stevenson
Mr. Jermaine L Sullivan, Sr
Ms. Latoria R. Wilson 
Ms. Tachelle D. Young
Discipleship Group #29
Mrs. Roslynn T. Garvin
Mr. Darnelll E. Ingram
Mr. Auberde Merilan
Ms. Wanda J Wright
Discipleship Group #3
Mrs. Emma H. Artis
Ms. Sukeena D, Blair
Ms. Phyllis A. Carter
Ms. Claudia J, Duncan
Ms. Nneka D. Faggett
Mr. Brian McAllister
Mrs. Marjorie McAllister
Master Matthew McAllister
Mr. Shirley M Nelson
Ms. Michelle T. Patterson
Dr. Kimberly R. Townes
Ms. Gabriele P.M. Tyler
Discipleship Group #30
Mr. Duane Davis
Ms. Valorie L Fogle
Mr. Elijah Heyward, III 
Ms. N’Nell L. Jordan
Ms. Nicole O. Leonard
Ms. Rania Nazhat
Ms. Ashley N. Nesbitt 
Ms. Dawn Scott
Mr. Calvin J. Speight, Jr
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The 113th Annual Session of the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission Convention
August 9 – 13, 2010  
Location:  Columbus, OH 
Hosted by former President Rev. Dr. Keith Troy 

The partners in the Lott Carey network from around the world gather annually to inform and  
inspire people to invest in Christian missions around the world.   

56th Annual Lott Carey Youth Seminar
June 25  –  July 1, 2010 

Join hundreds of young people ages 14 - 20 on the campus of Shaw University in Raleigh, NC for a 
week of missional learning, serving, worship, and fellowship. Together we share in servant leading and 
service learning, and youth explore ways of being light and salt for the world with attention to global and 
local opportunities.   

Registration is January 11 –  May 31, 2010.  The registration fee is $300.  There is room for 600 
attendees, so reserve your spaces early. 

See www.lottcarey.org for more information and to register online for all Lott Carey events. 

Baptist General Convention of Virginia 

Division of Women 
Women’s Conference 

““BBrreeaakkiinngg SSttrroonngghhoollddss””
March 26-27, 2010 
Sheraton Richmond West Hotel 
6624 W. Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23230 

Rosette Graham, president 
Featuring guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley 
and Guest facilitator – Rev. Dr. Faye S. Gunn 

See www.bgcva.org for more information and to register online for all 
Baptist General Convention events 

Upcoming Conferences



	 	 	 	

	 	 	 		 	 	 	
BIBLE QUIZ QUESTIONS:

1.  An epistle is a
 a.) Letter
 b.) Book
 c.) Novel
 d.) Wife of an apostle

2.  What physical condition of Elisha was once mocked
 by young people-leading to their mauling by bears?

3.  Connect the Thots:
 Pentecost
 Jesus walks on water
 Job’s children

4. Match: King Jehoash…
 a.) Was told by Elisha to strike the ground with his
  arrows.
 b.) Struck the ground five times with his arrows, upon 
  Elisha’s instruction.
 c.) Was told by Elijah to strike the ground three times.

5. When the psalmist David wrote “Bless the Lord, O
 my soul,” what three-word phrase did he remind 
 himself to  “forget not”?

Reverend Fun
Bible Quiz Answers:
1. A
2. Baldness (2 Kings 2:23-24)
3. Strong winds (Acts 2: 1-2; Matthew 14:26-32;  
 Job 1:18-19)
4. A (2 Kings 13:14-18 niv)
5. All his benefits (Psalm 103:2 kjv)

Church Humor
God looks down and notices that Adam is all alone 
while all the animals have companions, so he decides 
to create a companion for man as well. He comes to 
see Adam and says to him, “Adam, you are my great-
est creation and therefore, I am going to create for you 
the ultimate companion. She will worship the very 
ground you walk on, she will long for you like no 
other, she will be highly intelligent, she will wait on 
you hand and foot and obey your every command, she 
will be beautiful, and all it will cost you is an arm and 
a leg.” Thinking for a few moments, Adam replies, 
“What could I get for a rib?”

Bible Scramble 
Unscramble the letters in each word to discover the passage. 

EH TTHA TSSPIHEED SIH RONIHGEB TSNNIHE: 

UTB EH TTHA THHA YRMEC NO EHT RPOO, YPPHA 

SI EH. OD YTHE TON RRE TTHA VSIEED VLIE? UTB 

YRMEC NDA UTTRH SLLHA EB OT TMHE TTHA 

VSIEED OOGD.

Solution to Bible Scramble:
He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth: but he that 
hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. Do they not err 
that devise evil? But mercy and truth shall be to them 
that devise good. Proverbs 14:21-22

Bible Incomplete 
Fill in the missing letters to complete the passage.

R_j_i_e _v_r_o_e. _r_y w_t_o_t _e_s_n_. I_ 
e_e_y_h_n_ g_v_ t_a_k_: f_r _h_s _s _h_ w_l_ o_ 

G_d _n _h_i_t _e_u_ c_n_e_n_n_ y_u.

Solution to Bible Incomplete:
Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In ev-
erything give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you. I Thessalonians 
5:16-18


