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February 26, 2006 marked 
an important occasion in the 
life of the church. It was the 
announcement by our former 
pastor, Rev. John Peterson, 
regarding his desire to retire 
at the end of the year. From 
that point on, we knew 
that the traditions that 
we knew in Alfred Street 
Baptist Church would 
change. Change is often 
difficult but it is always 
necessary, in order to 
“keep the bread fresh,” 
as our former pastor used 
to say. We must look at 
tradition and keep what 
is significant and change 
whatever needs invigo-
rating. 

I Corinthians 5:17, the Apos-
tle Paul writes, “If any man 
be in Christ, He is a new 
creature, old things have 
passed away and all things 
become new in Him.”

Transition did indeed begin 
on February 26, 2006. We 
even established a Transi-
tion Committee to move us 
through a portion of this pe-
riod. An Interim Pastor, Rev. 
Dr. Faye Gunn accepted the 
responsibility of handling 
the spiritual life of the church 
until our new pastor, Rev. Dr. 
Howard-John Wesley was 
elected. We have seen many 

changes over the past year 
and a half, some subtle and 
some more transparent, and 
as of this writing, there are 
more on the horizon. How-
ever, through our change and 
transition, we are seeing a 

transformation in the life of 
Alfred Street Baptist Church. 

Romans 12:2 states, “Do not 
conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect 
will.” Yes, transformation 
has come to our church and 
with it must come the trans-
formation of our minds in or-
der to “test and approve what 
God’s will is.” 

continued on page 6

ASBC
Deacon Ministry

The Alfred Street Baptist Church 
(ASBC) Deacon Ministry is an exten-
sion of the Pastor. As an extension of 
the Pastor the Ministry assists in the 
proclamation of the Gospel to be-
lievers and non-believers. Deacons 
provide care for Disciples of Alfred 

Street and members of the 
community. One of the Min-
istry’s goals is to build and 
maintain Church fellowship 
and assist the Pastor in pro-
viding Christian leadership 
in the accomplishment of the 
Church’s spiritual mission.

There are currently 30 active 
Deacons at ASBC. Three Dea-
cons have achieved the status 
of Deacon Emeritus based on 
their years of servant leader-

ship.  We assist in the ordinances of 
Baptism and Communion and serve 
as Shepherds to newly joined Dis-
ciples. The Deacons of Alfred Street 
Baptist Church serve as lay leaders 
for each of the 30 ASBC Discipleship 
Groups and 33 Ministries throughout 
the Church. Our Ministry is charged 
with assisting the Pastor in visiting 
those Disciples that are unable to at-
tend regular services and those that 
may be homebound or hospitalized.  

The Alfred Street Baptist Church 
Deacon Ministry stands ready to 
provide any spiritual support that is 
needed by the Disciples of ASBC. We 
are your Servants.



at Alfred Street Baptist Church

Each year during the month of May, ASBC honors persons from the congregation who have 
been funeralized during the past year.  This year, ten (10) persons were so honored during a spe-
cial service on Sunday, 24 May 2009.  They were, in order of passing:
  

Name    Sunrise   Sunset

Mr. John. E. Martin, Jr.  24 April 1937   10 May 2008

Mr. Jerome Myers   30 August 1956  14 June 2008

Ms. Wanda A. Miles   10 December 1948  23 June 2008

Ms. Lottie W. Walker   14 September 1920  23 October 2008

Ms. Marian J. Waples   11 May 1916   8 November 1008

Mr. Samuel ‘Sam’ N. Cox  7 January 1934  4 December 2008

Mr. Dan Butler, Jr.   19 May 1935   14 January 2009

Mrs. Joyce I. Jackson   13 April 1929   24 February 2009

Mr. David M. Thomas   4 January 1917  18 March 2009

Mr. Lewis Sanford   22 December 1923  26 March 2009  
 

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be nor more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

(Revelation 21:4).

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with them all.  Amen
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Greetings my Brother and Sisters of Alfred Street.  

I want to borrow the trade marked clause of Deacon Lawrence Clark and simply say, “I am 
excited” about what God is doing and has done in our church family.  We are in the midst of a 
season of unprecedented growth within our church family.  God has favored and blessed us to 
grow in membership, ministry and missions.  I am humbled to be part of what He is doing and I 
pray that you share in my excitement and humility.

We now face one of the greatest challenges of any church – becoming faithful stewards of what the Lord has entrusted 
to us.  Managing, maintaining and responding to our growth will require some major changes in how we do what we do.  
One of the challenges of our growth is that we don’t always know what it will demand of us until we sense that demand.  
In other words, there are a lot of unknowns that come along with growing and we can only be prayerful and then faithful 
over what we believe we must do.  

Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that we as a church family be patient with this process of becoming what we are not 
yet.  I wish I could comfort you and tell you that we, as leaders and laity, will handle everything the right way the first 
time and that all we do will succeed.  But in reality, most of what we do to respond to our growth will be trial and error – 
bathed in prayer and faith, but still trial and error.  In that process, there will be times when you may disagree with some 
of my/our recommendations.  I encourage you to voice and share that in a Christian manner.  It is not our intent, as leaders 
of the church, to be ignorant of your concerns and passions, or to be offensive to anyone.  My father once told me that a 
good leader surrounds himself with people who see what he sees and those who see what he misses.  As a servant leader 
in this church, one of my priorities is to find the careful balance between being faithful to what I sense God has called us 
to do, and accommodating the needs, desires and feelings of those who have connected themselves to our church family.  

When Peter stepped out of the boat to walk on water, that must have been a scary moment for him. But as long as he kept 
his eyes on Christ, he was able to survive.  The same is true of us – we are preparing to step out of the boat of who and 
what we have been for so many years and make steps in the unknown and unprecedented. That challenge will and may 
be uncomfortable and even scary for some, but I make you these promises: 

 1.  we will always listen to the voice of God and the voice of God’s people as we move together; 
 2.  that we will always honor the traditions and values of Alfred Street seeking to build upon its foundation 
 and never disrespect it; and 
 3.  that if we all keep our eyes on something more than our own feelings, but rather the presence of Christ and
 glorifying Him, then we will be fine for He will sustain us.

I do not know what the future holds but I am excited about it.  I look forward to meeting the challenges of growth and 
becoming all that God has destined us to be, and even more, I look forward to us journeying into that future together as 
one body in Christ.  As I close, please remember this – that of all the gifts God has entrusted to us, none is more valuable 
than the love we share with one another.  As we embrace His love for us and commit ourselves to sharing that love with 
each other, then we can never fail.

Loving You Because He Loves Me,
Pastor Wesley



Adorning the cover of this newsletter is the 
newly adapted logo of Alfred Street Baptist 
Church, thematically designed by Pastor 
Wesley and approved by the deacons for use 
in all publications and materials that bear the 
name of the Alfred Street Baptist Church.  
The logo shares and conveys some of the 
same imagery and theology of our last logo 
thematically designed by Deacon Patricia 
Wallace for our Bicentennial celebration in 
2003.

Central and most prominent is the image of 
the cross (the same cross design that hangs 
in our sanctuary).  This symbolizes our com-
mitment to the proclamation of the redeem-
ing death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
our focus and appreciation for what the cross 
means daily to us as disciples, and our belief 
that Jesus Christ is the only way to salva-
tion (John 14:6; I Cor. 2:2).  Emanating from 
the cross is a light, as we believe that Jesus 
Christ is the light of the world that shines 
through the darkest of times in our world 
(John 1:1-4; 8:12).

The globe is behind the cross reminding us 
that we must see all people through the lens 
of Calvary, as those God loves, desires to 
save, and calls us to serve (Matthew 25:34-

45, 28:18-20; II Peter 3:9).  The globe also 
symbolizes our commitment to evangelism 
and missions throughout the entire world 
– one of the enduring strengths of Alfred 
Street Baptist Church.

The phrase, “Since 1803” highlights the 
more than 200 year history and living legacy 
of Alfred Street Baptist Church.  This re-
minds us that we have a great inheritance of 
faith as those called to complete the next leg 
of our journey (Hebrews 11:39-12:3).

Finally, you will notice eight stars at the bot-
tom of the logo.  Stars are used in Revelation 
1:12-20 to represent the angels or pastors of 
the church.  The eight stars in our logo repre-
sent the eight pastors of Alfred Street.  These 
men are not and were not stars in the worldly 
sense but rather servants of Christ and Al-
fred Street.  This is why the stars are at the 
bottom of the logo symbolizing those who 
have supported the work of Alfred Street 
over these 205 years (Matthew 20:24-28).

Every time you see this design may it re-
mind you of who we are as a church family 
and the work we are called to do in the name 
of our Christ.

The Alfred Street Baptist Church logo

“Building Diciples to Win the World for Christ!”
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There is a sweet sweet spirit, in this place . . . 

We welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ

who have joined the 

Alfred Street Baptist Church Family

between January and August of 2009
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HBCUs are definitely an invest-
ment that any student can bank on 
to get a quality education while 
in a nurturing environment. Even 
though our country is experienc-
ing one of the most difficult eco-
nomic crisis in more than fifty 
years, going to college is perhaps 
the best decision a young person 

can make at this time. That’s the message that the HBCU Col-
lege Festival Committee tried to convey to an estimated 700 
plus students, parents, counselors, and others who attended 
the 2009 HBCU College Festival.   

Representatives from a record 40 colleges marched into the 
sanctuary for the opening session along with representatives 
from 9 organizations. However, college festival committee 
members were not to be outdone by the HBCU pride dis-
played by the college and organization representatives. Com-
mittee members and festival volunteers displayed their own 
pride by wearing HBCU college festival t-shirts that were de-
signed by committee member Vann Davis. The t-shirts were 
very nicely designed with the logo that was used for the 2008 
College Festival. In fact, numerous festival attendees asked if 
they could buy one. THANK YOU VANN FOR ANOTHER 
JOB WELL DONE!!!   

As in previous years, the festival floor stayed busy all day 
long. Anxious seniors waited in line sometimes for hours to 
be interviewed for on-site admissions, and seminars were 
filled with students and parents thirsting for information. The 
seminar “Mixed Up, Messed Up, Moving On” was moder-
ated this year by author and mentor Gilbert Knowles. Deacon 
Knowles recently published the book “Help Them Pull Their 
Pants Up” of which several copies was given out as door priz-
es during this seminar.

Of the 40 colleges that participated in the college festival, ten 
of the colleges gave 234 application waivers and 13 colleges 
offered on-site admissions. There were 332 interviews held 
which resulted in 170 (51%) on-site admissions being extend-

ed to high school seniors. Colleges that interviewed students 
for on-site admissions were much more selective again this 
year. The college festival committee is supportive of the more 
stringent selection criteria. 

The organizations that participated in the 2009 HBCU Col-
lege Festival were Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. Lambda 
Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. Zeta 
Chi Omega Chapter, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Xi Alpha 
Lambda Chapter, The ASBC Foundation, Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. Northern VA 
Alumnae Chapter, United Negro College Fund, Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Alpha Omega Chapter, and the Army and Navy 
ROTC. These organizations shared information about schol-
arships, internships, and other opportunities that were avail-
able to high school students. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Xi 
Alpha Lambda Chapter raised the bar among the organiza-
tions by distributing information and later awarding scholar-
ships worth $1000 each to deserving students! And as if that 
wasn’t enough, the Alphas gave an impromptu step show in 
the front of the church. When they couldn’t find any Omegas 
or Kappas to step up to the challenge, they were declared the 
Fraternity of the 2009 HBCU College Festival!

On May 16, 2009, the Northern Virginia Chapter of Granville 
Academy honored the Alfred Street Baptist Church HBCU 
College Festival with the Education Award recognizing out-
standing service and commitment to the field of post second-
ary education. This was the second time in the past two years 
in which the efforts of the college festival have been recog-
nized by another organization from the larger community. 
The college festival committee begins each meeting with the 
scripture taken from Proverbs 19:21 which says, “Many are 
the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that 
prevails”. The college festival committee is very humbled to 
have received such recognition as evidence of the fact that 
God’s purpose continues to prevail over the HBCU College 
Festival.

The next HBCU College Festival will take place on Saturday, 
February 20, 2010.

2009 HBCU College Festival Report
“HBCUs…An Investment You Can Bank On!”
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Two Hundred Years of 
History in Ninety Minutes:
Highlights of ASBC’s Annual Black History Tour

In 2003, Alfred Street celebrated two hundred years 
as a congregation. Part of the year- long celebration 
was the History Tour. The tour was designed to take 
a glimpse back in time--to look at the city of Alexan-
dria, Alfred Street, and our members and the influ-
ences made over the last two hundred years.

The tour, held the second Saturday in July, starts at the 
church in the chapel, the “old church”. It continues as 
a walking tour thru Old Towne for 4 blocks, then by 
bus through four former all-black neighborhoods be-
fore the last stop at Bethel Cemetery. The tour guides 
are seasoned ones, including the church librarian, 
Dr. Curtis Howard, native Alexandrians Jean Morris, 
Joyce Putman, Roberta Quander and Iva Richey, and 
the church historian, Deacon Alton Wallace.

To put the tour in perspective, one has to know some 
of the political climate of the day. The city of Alexan-
dria dates back to 1749 and was the home of the first 
president, George Washington. While Mr. Washing-
ton held slaves during his lifetime, he freed them in 
his will. We know that some of those slaves and ex-
slaves became members of Alfred Street. 
Alexandria was a major slave-trading center. Ships 
arrived from Africa into the Baltimore harbor and 
traveled down the bay to the Alexandria port, deliver-
ing thousands of Africans. These Africans were then 
sold to slave masters who took them south to work 
the cotton, rice and tobacco plantations.  Other slaves 
lived in the city and were hired out for their skills 
and services. This made up the nucleus of the pre-
civil war Alfred Street members. Not all blacks were 
slaves. Some had bought their freedom, others were 
born free. One of the tours’ last stops is at Freedom 
House, the Northern Virginia Urban League Offices 
(1315 Duke Street) where the Alexandria Slave Trad-
ing Company once stood.

The tour takes us through the “Bottoms” neighbor-
hood, where we see the home of Dr. Albert Johnson 
(814 Duke Street), a deacon at Alfred Street and the 
first black medical doctor in Alexandria, and a gradu-
ate of Howard University.  At 212 S. Washington 

Street is the site of Downtown 
Baptist Church, where the original 
Alexandria Baptists, both black and 
white, begin worshipping in 1804 after wor-
shiping at the current city hall site for a year. Their 
current pastor and congregation visit often at Alfred 
Street.
The Hayti neighborhood, probably named for slaves 
from Haiti was home to several Alfred Streeters.  Rev. 
Samuel Madden was the 4th pastor of Alfred Street, 
during the Civil war. During the war he requested 
and received from President Lincoln a commission as 
a chaplain in the Union Army. His home, at 314 S. 
Asaph Street, was built by George Seton, a deacon at 
ASBC. Rev. Madden’s and Mr. Seaton’s home at 404 
Royal Street are both listed as national historical sites. 
Mr. Seaton also built the first two schools for blacks at 
that time—the Snowden School for Boys and the Hal-
lowell School for Girls- both at the elementary level.  
Mr. Seaton was one of few blacks who served in the 
Virginia legislature during Reconstruction.

The church parsonage, at 816 Queen Street was built 
by Rev. Powell, our 5th pastor. His successor, Rev. 
Adkins and his family lived there during his tenure of 
43 years. Rev. Adkins organized the first high school 
for Alexandria’s black students and was its first prin-
cipal.   

The last stop on the tour, as it is in life, is the cem-
etery. Bethel Cemetery was owned by the city. As was 
the custom of the day, the cemetery was also segre-
gated with a black part and white part. Today, any-
one can be buried anywhere so chosen. Over 15,000 
Alexandrians are buried here, including three of our 
past pastors.   

 John Hope Franklin, the famed black historian said, 
“If the house is to be set in order, one cannot begin 
with the present, he must begin with the past”.  Alfred 
Street members  are encouraged to participate in the 
tour – to know where we’ve been, so we know where 
we’re going.  Amen.
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ASBC Singles Ministry 
Mission Statement

The Singles Ministry will bring together 
individuals who share the spirit of being 
single. It is our goal to reach out to those 
in the congregation who may feel worldly 
forces leading them astray. We aim to be a 
vessel which channels the interests of sin-
gles who have never married, single par-
ents, widowed or divorced individuals into 
a saving and redemptive relationship with 
Jesus Christ.
One of our objectives is to provide work-
shops/seminars that can guide Christian 
singles through biblical teachings as they 
walk in Holiness. 
The ASBC Singels ministry supports 
Christian singles at every age level, from 
ages 18 to118, through prayer partnering, 
small bible focus groups, fellowship and 
outside social activities. 
Targeting initiatives on specific outreach 
programs in the surrounding community:
q	Volunteer Organization (Alexandria   
 Location)
q	DC & VA Coalition Against Domestic   
 Violence
q	American Red Cross of Alexandria
q	Senior Services of Alexandria

Lastly, the ministry will solidify very 
strong partnerships with other Alfred 
Street Baptist Ministries.

Monthly meetings are 2nd Thursday of 
every month (All singles are welcome)

Contact Information:
alfred_st_baptist_singles@yahoo.com 
Layleader: Earl Stafford, Jr.
Director: Gary Carter, Jr.

Continued from page 1 

Tradition, Transition, Transformation
The obvious transformations are 
the hundreds of people who have 
fellowshipped with our church 
and the subsequent actions to ac-
commodate our bulging congrega-
tion. These actions include the use 
of overflow areas for worship and 
deacons to man them.  Procedures 
such as new disciple intake and 
Right-hand-of-fellowship have 
been changed to accommodate this 
large intake. New member classes 
have been revamped and will be 
rolled out shortly. There will be an 
ordination service on September 
13, 2009 of twelve new deacons to 
help serve the congregation.

A third worship service will be 
held starting in October on Satur-
day nights with the same look and 
feel as the Sunday services. New 
musicians and musical instruments 
are now a part of the tapestry of the 
church and we will see the Young 
Adult Choir (not to be confused 
with the Young & Adult Choir) be-
gin its permanent role in the choir 
rotation schedule. Bible Study has 
moved to Tuesday night and those 
presentations can now be obtained 
on the website. New technology 
can be seen in the sanctuary, in 
overflow areas, on our website, 
etc. and “streaming” of worship 
services and Bible Study is in the 
future.  

We also have seen new ministries 
created or revived such as the new 
Intercessory Prayer Ministry which 
is led by servant Michele Chapman 
and meets in the Adkins Chapel 
with four new prayer times, Tues-
day and Thursday 6:30 a.m. until 
8:00 a.m., Wednesday 12:00 noon 
until 2 p.m. and Sat. Mornings 
7:00 a.m. until 9:00 am. Come As 

You Are (CAYA), the brainchild of 
Mark Stafford, Approved Work-
men Are Not Ashamed (AWANA), 
an initiative of Pastor Wesley un-
der the direction of Mercedes Mor-
rison and the revival of the Singles 
Ministry under the direction of 
Gary Carter. During the month of 
September the church will embark 
on a church-wide service initiative, 
“Month of Service,” to help those 
in our community who are in need 
and to commemorate the first an-
niversary of our pastor’s service to 
ASBC. Who knows what else God 
has in store for us!

Lastly with all of this transforma-
tion, the ASBC Newsletter could 
not just stay the same. We have tak-
en on a brand new look and a brand 
new name. In this special Septem-
ber edition, let me introduce to you, 
“Chronicles”, your church news-
letter. The name “Chronicles” was 
the name selected for the newslet-
ter because of its meaning and its 
symbolism.  Chronicles means “a 
record of events, frequent occur-
rence, historical account of facts 
or events that arranged in order of 
time and usually continuous and 
detailed but without analysis or in-
terpretation.” Chronicles are also 
two books in the Bible, written by 
Ezra, for the purpose of unifying 
the nation around true worship of 
God, noting that genuine worship 
ought to be the center of an indi-
vidual life. We are here to report on 
the true worship of God as seen in 
the life of our church. We hope that 
our new look and  new name suits 
you and that our newsletter will 
serve as a unifying agent to com-
municate accurate and noteworthy 
information to our ASBC congre-
gation.

 alfred street baptist church c h r o n i c l e s  n e w s l e t t e r
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Our mission is to encourage and promote the teaching and studying of the Bible. As we
apply the wisdom of the Bible, we will be able to lead others to Christ and grow

spiritually. Classes begin at 9:30 a.m. .

Nursery / Kindergarten Class Room 104-105 7th & 8th Grade Class Room 315
Moms & Babies Adult Class Room 109 9th thru 12th Grade Class Room 314
Adult II Class Room 211-212 5th & 6th Grade Class Room 325
New Members Class Room 213 3rd & 4th Grade Class Room 327
Adult I Class Room 311-312 1st & 2nd Grade Class Romm 323-324
Adult III Class (18 to 30 Something) Room 313 Sunday School Office Room 321-322
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Have you visited the 
JOP Library?  It hon-

ors John Otis Peterson, our 
seventh pastor, who served 
here for forty-two years be-
fore retiring December 31, 
at midnight, in 2006.  It is 
located on the hallway be-

yond the choir loft. Our history tells us that the JOP is 
not Alfred Street’s first library. There was a “lending 
library with 1,600 volumes as early as the 1920s.” Pres-
ently, the JOP inventory numbers nearly 2,075 items 
and was dedicated September 2, 2001 during the ASBC 
Homecoming Service.  
During the school year, October – June, the JOP is open 
on Mondays, when Tutorial Ministry is in session, from 
4:00-8:45pm. Sundays, throughout the year, members 
of the JOP Teams are available between services and 
following the 11:00am service. Tuesdays, from 6:00-
7:00 we are available to serve you. We can also be avail-
able by appointment to carry out our mission to provide 
resources that enhance ministries, discipleship, fellow-
ship and worship for members and those to whom they 

witness. The JOP continues to be a work in progress.  
During the summer, hours may be less structured. 
Have you checked out items from the JOP? The auto-
mated library management software enables the JOP 
Team to provide expert service. The default loan pe-
riod is 7 days with renewal privileges. The penalty for 
returning an item late is the donation of a new item of 
equal or greater value and appropriate for a congrega-
tional library. 
The Team accepts donations on behalf of the JOP, mon-
etary and otherwise. Some donated items require Team 
approval, however. Patrons are encouraged to donate in 
memory or in honor of a love one. One patron requested 
donations for the JOP in lieu of flowers for her son who 
died in an accident. She wanted us to purchase books 
dealing with grief and bereavement. She indicated that 
such items had not been readily available to her when 
she needed them and did not want ASBC members to 
have that same problem. Each book contains a message 
that memorializes her son.
We invite you to mine the treasures in the JOP.  The 
Team is eager to help you.
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Alfred Street Baptist Church
Multi-Media Ministry

Foundation Scripture: Colossians 3:23-24 

Hearing God’s word, Seeing God’s power, Doing God’s will
The Media Ministry’s purpose is to assist ASBC ministries in spreading the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ through the use of state-of-the-art audio and visual technol-
ogy and the dedication and talents of its volunteers. The ministry consists 
of 8 sub teams: Audio-House, Audio-Broadcast, Video, Graphics, Lighting, 
Overflow Support, Stage and Duplication and Sales. Under the leadership 
of media director, Ivan Burketh, the ministry is constantly growing in size 
and skills necessary to provide the best service possible to the glory of God. The 
invitation remains open for volunteers to join the team. Training will be provided regardless 
of one’s skill level and experience in A/V support. Watch the Sunday bulletin for meeting dates and 
times. If you have any other questions please don’t hesitate to call Ivan directly at 301 526-7948.

The John O. Peterson Library
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While visiting my mother over the Labor Day week-
end, we watched the TV show “Judge Joe 

Brown”.  The first defendant was a self-proclaimed drug 
dealer and a crackhead, as noted by Judge Brown.  The man 
appeared to be under the influence during the show.  As is 
sometimes the case with alcoholics and drug addicts, the de-
fendant talked incessantly and moved around throughout the 
program.  But in all of his rambling, he reminded us that Jesus 
died for him too.

The claimant on the show was the defendant’s girlfriend who 
was pregnant with his child.  In response to a snide remark 
made by his girlfriend, the defendant paraphrased one of Je-
sus’ key principles of the Sermon on the Mount.  The defen-
dant said “judge not less you be judged because the same way 
you judge, you will be judged.”  Now, we’ve heard people 
who are not “living right” say “don’t judge me”.  But, if the 
truth be told, none of us are living right.  We may give our-
selves a self-proclaimed right to judge others by measuring 
our lives by those who appear to have greater sins.  The em-
bezzler, prostitute, crackhead, or adulterer should not be our 
measuring stick for living right.  Jesus is the only measuring 
stick and with him, there is no comparison.  There is no right 
living.  “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” (Isa 64:6).  
Jesus said, “How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 
the speck out of your eye’, when all the time there is a plank 
in your own eye?” (Matt 7:4)  In other words, how can I shake 
my head at the defendant for being a drug dealer and crack-
head when I sometimes have a bad attitude, an impure heart, 
impure thoughts, and look at people through my worldly eyes 
instead of through the eyes of Jesus?   How can I look at the 

defendant as anything but a child of God in need of his grace, 
mercy, and redemption?  And, how can I be a true disciple of 
Christ and a missionary if I can’t do that?   
At the end of the show, Judge Brown noted that the defendant 
had previously tried to commit suicide.  The judge told the 
defendant that, by his actions and behavior, he was trying to 
kill himself.  In fact, he was already dead.  The defendant, 
with tears in his eyes, said pointedly, “Cannot the dead live 
again?  Jesus did.”  Some in the court room found this amus-
ing.  But, in his way, the defendant summed up crackhead the-
ology.  Jesus came that we all might live again.  The Apostle 
Paul said of our old nature, we were dead to sin.  But, once 
we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we became 
a new creation.  We are now dead to sin, but alive in Christ.  
Jesus’ radical form of ministry took him through Samaria to 
the woman at the well.  It took him to blind Bartimaeus.  It 
took him to the lame man at the pool of Bethesda.  If Jesus 
were ministering on earth today, his ministry would take him 
to HIV/AIDS clinics, prisons, and crackhouses.  Yes, the dead 
can live again and have eternal life in Christ Jesus.

God can use anyone to accomplish his will and his purpose.  
Moses was a murderer who led Israel out of bondage.  David 
was an adulterer who was one of the greatest kings in Israel’s 
history and a man after God’s own heart.  Rahab was a prosti-
tute who became an ancestor of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said “the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost”. 
(Luke 19:10)  No one is beyond the redemption of Jesus, not 
even the drug dealer and crackhead.  The question is, “will we 
‘go’ and tell him about Jesus?”  

Crackhead Theology
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AS WOMEN, we wear a lot of dif-
ferent hats in our day-to-day lives. 
It’s easy to be defined by the roles 
we play and our outward appear-
ances, but who are we really? What 
makes women truly beautiful in 
God’s eyes isn’t the latest fashion, 
beautiful hair, or a perfect figure. 
It’s the quiet gentle spirit that shows 
itself in her tenderness, compassion, 
and Godly wisdom. 

The Bible says that women are 
deeply loved; precious and unique 

in the eyes of God. We are each created with special talents, and abilities to be used to touch 
the lives of those around us. Women are important to God.  And women are important here at 
Alfred Street. 
 
We strive to help women navigate the different stages of life. It doesn’t matter if you are single, 
married, divorced, or widowed - as women we have a great deal in common. Our desire at Al-
fred Street is for you to see all that God has in store for your life. 
 
The Women’s Ministry at Alfred Street exists to meet the needs not only of the Women of Alfred 
Street, but for Women all over our community.  We worship together as a community of believ-
ers.  We nurture the faith of our members in a variety of ways including workshops, seminars, 
fellowship and mission outreach.  We are Women of Faith:  Destined to Make a Difference!
 
We have an exciting vision for the women of Alfred Street - and you are a vital part of that vi-
sion. If you enjoy small groups, special events, retreats, mission outreach or just hanging out 
with incredible women, then the Women’s Ministry is for you. There are many opportunities for 
you to get involved, serve others, and just fellowship with one another. Of course, our primary 
goal and passion is to connect women to women; and women to God so that we may live for 
Him. 

Our women’s ministry invites women of all ages and all seasons of life to join us. Whether 
you’re a new Christian just beginning your walk of faith or have been walking deeply with 
Christ for years, this ministry we pray will result in a fresh and active faith!

So come join us, get connected to God’s community of women and fellowship with other wom-
en like you. Living life God’s way is the most exciting, fulfilling path you’ll ever travel - guar-
anteed!  And we hope you will join the Women’s Ministry in fulfilling God’s plan. 

If you would like more information, email us at info@asbcwomen.org . 
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“All the Saved Ladies”
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Music Ministry Report 
The Alfred Street Baptist Church Music Ministry serves the church and the larger com-
munity outside these walls as God continues to use many committed and dedicated sing-
ers and instrumentalists to lead the congregation in praise and worship, and serve the 
church whenever needed.  Our talented musicians seek to discern the flow of the Holy 
Spirit in each worship service; and try to follow the spirit’s lead both musically and spiri-
tually in unity and cooperation with our Pastor and other worship leaders. Our utmost 
motivation and desire is to see the congregation enter into God’s presence.  Often, our 
members accompany Pastor Wesley at special outreach services during the year.  Mem-
bership in all of our ensembles is open at all times during the year; and new members are 
especially welcomed. 

The Music Ministry welcomes the Young Adult Ministry Choir to the regular choir rotation schedule for Saturday 
and Sunday worship services, beginning in October. Sister Joyce Garrett serves as the Music Ministry Director.

Choir and Ensemble Rehearsal Schedule

Senior Choir -- Thursdays @ 7:00 PM

Young and Adult Choir --Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM

Gospel Inspirers (Grades 8-12) -- Saturdays @ 11:00 AM

Junior GI’s (Grades 6 & 7) -- Thursdays @ 6:00 PM

Male Chorus -- Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM

Voices of Triumph -- Mondays @ 7:00 PM

King’s Kids (age 4 -5thGrade) -- Thursdays @ 6:00 PM

Young Adult Ministry Choir - - Schedule to be announced

Handbell Choir -- Mondays @ 6:30 PM

Jackie Henry Green Orchestra -- Saturdays @ 1:00 PM
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Board of Directors 
 
James W. Berry 
President 
 
Tshaka Cunningham 
Vice-President 
 
Patricia Wallace 
Secretary 
 
Willard Jasper 
Treasurer 
 
Lawrence Clarke 
 
Julia Gibbs 
 
Juliette McNeil 
 
Clarence Miller 
 
Theodore Nell 
 
Debbie Wesley 
 
Rev. Dr. Howard-John 
Wesley, 
Pastor 

ASBC FOUNDATION AWARDS $70,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

     ALEXANDRIA, VA.  At the annual Graduates’ Luncheon held on Saturday, 13 June 2009 at Hayfield 

Secondary School, the Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation awarded college scholarships totaling $70,000 to 

deserving students from across the Metropolitan area. The scholarships were awarded to graduating high school 

seniors who have demonstrated financial need and have maintained high academic achievement. Fifteen students 

from Virginia, Maryland and Washington, DC received the scholarships during this, the third year of the 

Foundation’s scholarship program.   

        The Foundation’s core scholarship is called the “Millennium Scholarship” and is for $20,000 ($5,000 each 

year, for four years). This year it was awarded to Chanel House of Benjamin Banneker Academic High School 

who will attend the University of Pittsburg. 

           In addition to the “Millennium” scholarship, the Foundation awarded fourteen “Legacy Scholarships” 

which are sponsored and funded by individual donors who specify supplemental selection criteria and the 

amounts for their awards. Awarded for the first time this year were two Stafford Foundation Legacy 

Scholarships for $10,000 each.  The recipients were Brandi Doswell of Arch Bishop Carroll High School who 

will attend the University of Pittsburg, and Dionte Mc Fadden of McKinley Technical High School who will 

attend Howard University.   Also awarded for the first time were the Derrick Cobbs, Milton Turner, Marian 

Waples, and Arrington-Booker Legacy Scholarships to Kristopher Kornegay-Gober for study at North Carolina 

State, Selina Johnson for study at George Mason University, Lauren Iciano for study at Howard University, and 

Michelle Onuorah, for study at New York University, respectively.  

      A Jackie Henry Green Legacy Scholarship was awarded to Zenas Okanlawan who will study at New York 

University.  Two Joyce Peterson Legacy Scholarships were awarded to Christine Wanzer who will study at 

Hampton University and Selina Johnson.   The James Johnson Legacy Scholarship was awarded to Dominique 

Gill for study at the University of Georgia.  The Mobley-Wallace Legacy Scholarship was awarded to Melanie 

McNutt to attend Hampton University; and the Robertson Family Legacy Scholarship was awarded to Jason 

Gaines to attend Howard University.  Three Foundation Achievement Scholarships were awarded to Sharnita 

James, Howard University; Rebeca Salmeron, Virginia Tech; and Jasmine White, Queens University. 

The 15 scholarships for $70,000 in 2009 follow on the heels of 16 awards in 2007 and 2008 totaling 

$135,500.  Eleven of the previous scholarships from 2007 and 2008 are being renewed this year. As such, a total 

of 41 Foundation Scholars will be studying this fall at some of America’s greatest universities such as Spelman, 

Stanford, NC A&T State, NYU, Morehouse, and Howard Divinity School.  The ASBC Foundation was formed 

in 2002 as an extension of the church’s educational outreach. It is a separate 501 (c) 3 organization which 

participates in the Combined Federal Campaign Fund (CFC No. 47662). Point of contact for additional 

information is Mr. James W. Berry at (703) 683-2222. Also, see the web-site at www.alfredstreet.org. 
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Discipleship Group # 20 was recently recognized by Rob-
ert E. Lee High School for its support to the Powerful Afri-
can-American Males About Success (PAAMAS) program 
over the past year.  PAAMAS is a program within Lee 
High School and Springfield Estates Elementary School 
of Fairfax County, to support African American youth to 
become successful adults.  PAAMAS currently consists of 
13 African American males from Lee High School and six 
elementary students in 5thand 6th grades from Springfield 
Estates Elementary School, who have decided to fight 
against adversity by improving grades, increasing atten-
dance, and being positive role models.

The goal of the program is to reduce behavior referrals 
and suspensions, improve grades and enhance social and 
communication skills. The boys meet once weekly with 
mentors and ‘big brothers’ to discuss slavery, prison, re-
lationships with family and friends, academics, politics, 
behavior, and interacting with others.  The boys also go on 
field trips to broaden their horizons. Though the program 
is associated with these schools, the funding and other 
supports comes from outside grants and through other or-
ganizations such as Discipleship Group # 20 at ASBC.

Group #20 provided $500 seed money to get activities 
started for the 2008 school year.  During the year, Jason 
M. Johnson of Group #20 gave a presentation on his ca-
reer as a photographer to the PAAMAS students. In the 
speech, Mr. Johnson spoke about the importance of stay-
ing focused, pursuing your true passion, and being the best 
at what you do, because the world rewards those who are 
experts in some subject.  He also encouraged them to re-
member that they are judged by the people they encounter 
first by how we look, second by how we speak, and third 
by how we perform.  He explained how he got started in 
photography, discussing his early influences and mentors. 

The speech was well received by the young men, eager 
to be encouraged by a successful African American male.

During the past year, the PAAMAS members had a busy 
year and celebrated with a Dress for Success Gala-Eti-
quette Dinner held at the Waterford at Springfield.  Addi-
tionally, the students attended an end-of-year event at Lee 
High School that culminated with fun activities shared 
with parents where members received certificates for a 
great year.    

At the Dress for Success Gala-Etiquette Dinner, Mr. John-
son showed his appreciation of the PAAMAS program by 
returning to photograph the ceremony. Group #20 contin-
ued to support them in 2009, by requesting funds in the 
ASBC budget to support PAAMAS and a similar program 
for females.

The entire ASBC family congratulates Group #20’s Co-
President, Kim Brown and Belinda Pickney, its Lay 
Leader, Deacon Johnny F. Brown, and the entire Group 
for continuing to adhere to ASBC’s mandate to spread the 
gospel to the entire world.

Discipleship Group #20
SUPPORTS PAAMAS
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The members of the Recovery Ministry are lay people sharing our experi-
ence, strength and hope. We are not here to fix or solve another person’s 
problems or give advice. When therapists or counselors are in our meet-
ings they participate as equals not as professionals.

Our mission is to provide Christ-centered support groups and Bible stud-
ies that encourage spiritual development through the practical application 
of biblical principles and disciplines.

Our goal is to provide a safe, supportive and encouraging environment 
where people can get honest about the issues that are interfering with 
their lives. You will find many just like yourself, who are dealing with 
struggles similar to your own; men and women who share your desire to 
be made whole.

Our desire is to show others who suffer from any kind of hurt, habit or 
hang-up how we were given help. Our directive is from II Corinthians 
1:4 “[God] comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. 
When others are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort 
god has given us.”

We meet on Wednesdays beginning with a light dinner at 6:30 in the Fel-
lowship Hall followed by a support group/Bible Study at 7:00 in Room 
314. All are welcome.

For additional information please contact us:
recovery@alfredstreet.org
703/683-2222 extension 53



In the Bible “living water” is 
vital to the life of a Christian, 
“…whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never 
thirst; the water that I shall give 
him will become in him a spring 

of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14 RSV). 
During these summer days of fun in the Sun, never forget 
proper hydration is just as important. Did you know that a 
three day old fetus is about 97% water, and eight month old  
infant is about 80% water and adult is between 50 - 70% 
water; depending on the amount of fat tissue. So it stands to 
reason, we need to replenish our water output daily. 

It is estimated that over 75% of Americans suffer from mild 
to chronic dehydration. Dehydration is simply when your 
body does not have the right amount of fluid needed. Are 
you feeling thirsty? As little as a two percent drop in your 
body’s water level is enough to trigger dehydration. Are 
you feeling tired throughout the day? Fatigue is one of most 
common symptoms of mild dehydration. Do you get head-
aches during the day? Sure it could be brought on by your 
boss, but did you ever consider you could be dehydrated. A 
loss of water greater than 15% can lead to death.

Water is vital to your health and longevity. Water is used in 
your body to transport oxygen to your cells, remove waste 
and protect your joints and organs. The benefits of drinking 
water can not be overstated. Some of the literature suggest 
that water regulates appetite, increases metabolism, regu-
lates your bodies Ph and temperature, maintains muscle 
tone, boost energy levels, decreases water retention, allevi-

ates some headaches, helps reduce blood pressure and high 
cholesterol, eases joint pain, decreases risk of some can-
cers, lessens the chance of kidney stones, eliminates toxins 
and  waste and improves skin complexion. Why wouldn’t 
you drink it?

How do you avoid dehydration? Twenty percent of the wa-
ter you need daily comes from the foods you eat. Fruits and 
vegetables are mostly water and a healthy source. The other 
80% of your water should come from beverages. Be care-
ful in this area. The last thing you want to do is drink your 
calories. Choosing beverages that are calorie free or low in 
calories are the best choices.  Sodas and sugary fruit juices 
or punches are not the best options and can help to pack 
on the pounds. Caffeine free herbal teas, 100% fruit juices, 
vegetable juices and low-fat milk are other wonderful op-
tion. Caffeinated beverages can cause a diuretic affect in 
some people and should be avoided to replenish loss. Sip-
ping is better than gulping. The average recommendations 
for adults are eight cups. That amount changes when you 
are exercising, working out in the yard or sweating. 

Remember your brain is 85% water. Don’t you want your 
brain working at optimal level? Thinking requires water. 
Alfred Street Baptist Church, stay hydrated and enjoy your 
summer! The ASBC Health and Wellness Ministry, under 
the direction of Mrs. Daryl Jasper, RN, can provide you 
information on how to keep healthy.  Ephesians 4:16 states, 
“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, 
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of 
love.” Serve God, love your body and protect your health!

Health and Wellness
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Water: Essential to Life
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The Graduate   Luncheon
Over seventy graduates from ASBC were honored at ASBC’s annual 
Graduates Luncheon and Scholarship Program held on Saturday, June 
13, 2009. Due to the large number of attendees – more than 350 - for 
the first time the Graduates Luncheon was held offsite, at the Hayfield 
High School. The event, which was planned and hosted by Disciple-
ship Group 27, included recognition and scholarship awards by the 
Alfred Street Baptist Church, the ASBC Foundation, as well as indi-
vidual legacy and memorial scholarships. Altogether, the combined 
awards to graduates and scholarship recipients exceeded $100,000. 
Over seventy ASBC graduates, 
from pre-school to Juris Doc-
tor, were honored. Minister Ro-
slyn Brock rendered an inspiring 
keynote speech, which was well 
crafted for the graduates, but ap-
plied to all.
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ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  

Scholarship recipients not photographed 

Jaleesa McCallum   ●    Joshua President ●   Chanel Stafford 

Afiya Romeo 

Alexandra Collins  Brandi Doswell 

Morgan Pendleton 

Randall Bolding Shannon Garris 

Selina Johnson Christine Wanzer 
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PRE-SCHOOL
Mario ray ashby, Jr

St. Anthony’s Day School, Alexandria, VA
To attend Cora Kelley Magnet School, Alexandria, VA
Gabrielle elena hart

Brown Academy, Alexandria, Va
To attend St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA
lailaa alexis holMes

Chesterbrook Academy, Gainsville, VA
To attend Alvey Elementary School,
Haymarket, VA

Dylan Dean hurley

Kiddie Country, Burke, VA
To attend Burgandy Farms, Alexandria, VA

eric Declan Jackson

Christian Center School, Alexandria, VA
To attend Browne Academy, Alexandria, VA

necholus oGDen iii
Northern Virginia Academy, Lorton, VA
To attend Sangster Elementary, Springfield, VA

PRE-SCHOOL
christian JaMes xantus

Cardinal Montessori, Woodbridge, VA
To attend St. Thomas Aquainas, Woodbridge, VA

kinDerGarten
sean Jackson

Agape Homeschoolers Group, Alexandria, VA
To attend Agape, Alexandria, VA

syDni lette-Daffey

Christian Center, Alexandria, VA
To attend Christian Center, Alexandria, VA
Matthew harper

Winwood Children’s Center, Fairfax, VA

kayla Maccannon

Rose Hill Elementary, Alexandria, VA
To attend Rose Hill, Alexandria, VA

katherine robinson

Merritt Academy, Fairfax, VA

tyler spaulDinG Zachary Gunn

Halley Elementary, Lorton, VA
To attend William Halley Elementary,
Fairfax Station, VA

ASBC Graduates of 2009
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  -  Phillipians 3:14

Raven Bolding
to attend

St. Stephens High School
Alexandria, VA

Shakima Broadnax
to attend

Sanz School
Washington D.C.

Emmett Lafayette Dunn
to attend

St. Stephens & St. Agnes
Alexandria, VA

Lee Ann Dunn
to attend

St. Stephens & St. Agnes
Alexandria, VA

Jared Fretwell
to attend

Northern Virginia Comm. College
Alexandria, VA

Dylan Dean Hurley 
to attend

Burgandy Farms School
Alexandria, VA

Marquez Jackson
to attend

Francis Hammond Middle School
Alexandria, VA

Michelle Massie
to attend

Elon University
Elon, N.C.
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To attend Cora Kelley Magnet School, Alexandria, VA
Gabrielle elena hart

Brown Academy, Alexandria, Va
To attend St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA
lailaa alexis holMes

Chesterbrook Academy, Gainsville, VA
To attend Alvey Elementary School,
Haymarket, VA

Dylan Dean hurley

Kiddie Country, Burke, VA
To attend Burgandy Farms, Alexandria, VA

eric Declan Jackson

Christian Center School, Alexandria, VA
To attend Browne Academy, Alexandria, VA

necholus oGDen iii
Northern Virginia Academy, Lorton, VA
To attend Sangster Elementary, Springfield, VA

PRE-SCHOOL
christian JaMes xantus

Cardinal Montessori, Woodbridge, VA
To attend St. Thomas Aquainas, Woodbridge, VA

kinDerGarten
sean Jackson

Agape Homeschoolers Group, Alexandria, VA
To attend Agape, Alexandria, VA

syDni lette-Daffey

Christian Center, Alexandria, VA
To attend Christian Center, Alexandria, VA
Matthew harper

Winwood Children’s Center, Fairfax, VA

kayla Maccannon

Rose Hill Elementary, Alexandria, VA
To attend Rose Hill, Alexandria, VA

katherine robinson

Merritt Academy, Fairfax, VA

tyler spaulDinG Zachary Gunn

Halley Elementary, Lorton, VA
To attend William Halley Elementary,
Fairfax Station, VA

ASBC Graduates of 2009
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Ciara Robinson
to attend

Mary Baldwin College
Staunton, VA

Sharmane Spring
to attend

Johnson C. Smith Univ.
Charlotte, N.C.

Richard Waldron
to attend

Virginia State University
Petersurg, VA

Carina Winston
to attend

Northern Virginia Comm. College
Alexandria, VA

Taylor Williams
to attend

South County Secondary School
Lorton, VA

Rosalyn Wilson
to attend

Mt. Vernon High School
Fairfax, VA

Jennifer Marie Jones
to attend

The University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA

Devon Youmans
to attend

Lanier Middle School
Fairfax, VA



MIDDLE SCHOOL 
leann aMal Dunn

St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA
To attend St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA

Danielle latrece howell

Woodstream Christian Academy, Largo, MD
To attend Woodstream Christian Academy, Largo, MD

aaron Jackson

South County Secondary , Lorton, VA
To attend South County Secondary, Lorton, VA

sapphire alverthia lawrence

Mark Twain Middle, Alexandria, VA
To attend Thomas A. Edison High, Alexandria, VA

lesleiGh ann Martin

Oakcrest School, McLean, VA
To attend Oakcrest, McLean, VA

nyanka briona penick

Francis C. Hammond, Alexandria, VA
To attend Minnie Howard, Alexandria, VA

portia christine ranDall

Shugart Middle, Oxon Hill, MD
To attend Potomac High, Oxon Hill, MD

taylor eMManuel williaMs

South County Secondary, Lorton, VA
To attend South County Secondary, Lorton, VA

rosalyn Zenobia wilson

Walt Whitman Middle, Alexandria, VA
To attend Mt. Vernon High, Alexandria, VA 

Jaren alan boykin

Hollin Meadows Math & Science Focus, Alexandria, VA
To attend Carl Sandburg Middle, Alexandria, VA

beleicia benita bullock

Washington Latin Charter School, Washington, D.C.
To attend Washington Latin, Washington, D.C.

DerMontti eliJah cason

Patrick Henry School, Alexandria, VA
To attend Francis C. Hammond, Alexandria, VA

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ranDle JorDan

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA
To attend St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA

Monet lashelle cox

Fannie Fitzgerald Elementary, Woodbridge, VA
To attend Godwin Middle, Woodbridge, VA

John warrick Devlin

Randolph Elementary, Arlington, VA
To attend H. B. Woodlawn, Arlington, VA
eMMett lafayette Dunn, Jr.
St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA
To attend St. Stephens & St. Agnes, Alexandria, VA

carlos alonZo Green

George Mason Elementary, Alexandria, VA
To attend G. W. Middle, Alexandria, VA

HIGH SCHOOL
byaMbarDorJ baDrakh

Alexandria Public Schools

ranDall a. bolDinG

Potomac High, Oxon Hill, Md
To attend Bowie State, Bowie, MD

christopher JerMaine brice

Alexandria Public Schools

alexanDra erin collins

South County Secondary, Lorton, Va
To attend University of Virgina, Charlottesville, VA

branDi reMire Doswell

Archbishop Carroll High, Washington, D. C.
To attend University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA
JareD eMManuel fretwell

Edsion High, Alexandria, VA
To attend NOVA, Alexandria, VA

shannon nycole Garris

Crossland High, Temple Hills, MD
To attend Norfolk State University, Norfolk, VA
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HIGH SCHOOL 
Myeaisha s. halDeMan

Mt. Vernon High, Alexandria, VA
To attend United States Marine Corps

selina Marie Johnson

T. C. Williams High, Alexandria, Va
To attend George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

Devon M. lewis

Alexandria Public Schools

Jaleesa anGela MccalluM

Crossland High, Temple Hills, MD
To attend Delaware State University, Dover, Delaware
cairo eManuell MontGoMery

Hayfield Secondary, Alexandria, VA
To attend NOVA, Alexandria, VA
MorGan lali penDleton

South County Secondary, Lorton, VA
To attend Temple University, Philadelphia, VA

Joshua thurGooD presiDent

Thomas A. Edison High, Alexandria, VA
To attend Howard University, Washington, D.C.

afiya tene roMeo

Thomas A. Edison High, Alexandria, VA
To attend University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
chanel Monet stafforD

Brentsville Distric High, Nokesville, VA
To attend Virginia Commonwealth Univ., Richmond, VA

richarD s. walDron

Thomas A. Edison High, Alexandria, VA
To attend Virginia State University, Petersburg, VA

HIGH SCHOOL 
christine Marie wanZer

Gar-Field Senior High, Woodbridge, VA
To attend Hampton University, Hampton, VA

carina nicole winston

Robert E. Lee High, Springfield, VA
To attend NOVA, Alexandria, VA

HIGH SCHOOL 
leo valenZuela

Alexandria Public Schools

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL
shakiMa Jannel broaDnax

Sanz School, Washington, D. C.
Diploma, Medical Assistant

CULINARY SCHOOL
Jennifer M. chapMan

Culin, Hyde Park, New York

COLLEGE
Daniel harDinG brown

Christopher Newport University, Newport News, VA
B. S. Degree, Finance

JareD arin Johnson

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA
B. S. Degree, Engineering

Michelle a. Massie

Elon University, Elon, NC
B. A. Degree, Elementary Education
nicholas sekou MontGoMery

Sanford-Brown College, Landover, MD
B. A. Degree, Graphic Design

ciara a. robinson

Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, VA
B. A. Degree, Psychology

sharMane Delores sprinGs

Johnson C. Smith, Charlotte, NC
B. S. Degree, Computer Science & Information Systems

GRADUATE SCHOOL
roslyn Mccallister brock

Virginia Union University, Richmond, VA
M. A. Divinity Degree
To attend Virginia Union University, Richmond, VA
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“True winners make sure their goals are 
in harmony with God’s will and because 
of this, know that with his help there is a 
way to achieve them. Furthermore, they 
believe in their cause and they believe 
in themselves in a healthy way. They 
know that God never calls or expects 
anyone to do anything that can’t be 
done. Therefore, they expect to win 
and believe they will—and work 
hard to make it happen. They know 
that “the only place where success 
comes before work is in the diction-
ary.”

Our theme this year,”Go Studio Go 
Show” placed emphasis on being win-
ners in our Lord Jesus the Christ.  We 
are all winners when we serve the Lord.  
The week of June 22 – 26, 2009 at Alfred 
Street came alive with teaching and shar-
ing the good news in a fun game-style 
manner.  Wade Win-a-lot showed up 
with her great hair-do and micro phone 
to excite the kids about learning how to 
be leaders, to take risk, to go tell and to 
serve.  The Lord declared His presence 
in one of the most successful VBS at Al-
fred Street.  The sanctuary served multi-
purpose during the week, we started 
with a 20-minute devotion that included 
prayers, pledges and songs.  Following 
our little 2-6 years musical session was 
a wonderful adult bible study group lead 
by our pastor, Rev. John Wesley.  The 
group was dismissed daily by our Devo-
tion Leader Rev. Marla Hawkins as they 
followed our wonderful teachers and as-
sistants.  Deacon Barbara Keller and her 
team served up the best Go Studio Go 
Show meals each night and topped it off 

on Friday night with a great banquet-
style chicken and macaroni dinner 
with all the trimmings.  Sister Beverly 
Ferguson and her Go Studio Go Show 
Arts and Craft team delighted the kids 
with great expectation each not from 
tie-dye shirts to pillows for every little 
kids that attended. [If you didn’t pick 
up your picture or goody bags – please 
check with the lost and found group.]  
Sisters Stephanie Cunningham and 
Donna Wright presented the best music 
and body movements – expressing in a 
joyful manner-- the great VBS songs.  
Reverend Kristopher Futrell was the 
best as he worked both recreation and 
the Wheel of “Name that Tune,” for the 
closing program.  I must say we had the 
best volunteers this year.  Deacon Mary 
Wair served as the best Lay-Leader ever 
as she coached and assisted with all ac-
tivities.  Henry Thompson and Deacon 
Richard Wair were our 

great photographers.  VBS 2009 reached 
some 400-500 persons this year.  Sev-
eral classes were split to provide better 
teaching and sharing of God’s Word 

this year.  Special thanks to our jani-
tors who cleared our debris each day 
and to all who contributed in what-
ever manner you served during 
VBS this year.
We can’t forget to mention our Care 
Station Studio Go Team coordinated 

by Darhyl Jaspers (Barbara Jackson, 
Gaynelle Pearson, and Joyce Munno-

lyn.)  Also, the Charles Monterio Stu-
dio Grill Team that cooked up the best 
hamburgers and hotdogs the first night 
of VBS were super heroes.  Rev. Futrell 
had a great assistant at the last minute, 
Brother Merrill.

Kudos to the Class Coordinators, Teach-
ers and Assistants: 
My Class Coordinators were:  Anginette 
Jordan, Suan Dunn, Hazeline Harris and 
Jane Wilson.
 Teachers & Assistants were:  Lavern 
Henson, Faye Laidlaw, Karen Jenkins, 
Gale Ogden, Tracey Jackson, Debbie 
Wesley, James Crumley, Thalia Griffin, 
Rhonya Williams, Natalie Dunn, Angela 
Moore, Kim Randle, Lisa Beed, Quanda 
Finch, Patrice Pratt, Angela Baylor, Ki-
sha DeSandies, Patty Hall, Joanne My-
ers-Walker, Mark Morris, Flex Muddler, 
Shirley Langford, Byron Crenshaw, JP 
President, Diedra Maccannan, Carlton 
Willis, Rev. Beverly Mosley, Rev. Rosa-
lind Brooks, Deacon Earl Brown, Rev. 
Faye Gunn, Pastor J. Howard Wesley, 
and Pier Penic. 

VBS Summary Report
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Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed (AWANA) is a minis-
try for children and youth who meet to learn about God in a 
fun and relaxed atmosphere. The Awana name is taken from 
2 Timothy 2:15 of the Bible.    Children and youth will be 
divided into age appropriate clubs:

Puggles (older 2-year olds by June 30, 2009)
Cubbies (3 and 4 year olds by September 30, 2009)
Sparks (Kindergarten through Second grade)
Truth & Training (Third through Sixth grade) 
Trek (Middle School); Journey (High School)

Awana has designed a three-part program experience to max-
imize each clubber’s energy, attention, and time as they learn 
to know, love and service God:

1.  Small Group Time:  Children and youth will work one-
on-one in small groups with trained leader(s) to study and 
memorize God’s Word. This is accomplished as they work 
through an introductory booklet and handbook.
 
2.  Council Time:  Clubbers will come together to sing and 
hear an age-appropriate Bible story.  This interactive time be-
tween adult leaders and children helps them to understand the 
Bible and learn to apply it to their daily lives. Clubbers are 
recognized for milestone and other accomplishments related 
to their study of the Bible and other club objectives.
 
3. Game Time:  Children and youth learn teamwork and 
sportsmanship in team competition in the Awana Games Cir-
cle.
 
Awana will meet Tuesday nights from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., be-
ginning September 15.  A light dinner will be served from 
5:30pm - 6:30pm.  Cost of meals TBD.  Additional informa-
tion/application can be obtained via www.alfredstreet.org or 
www.awana.com
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the resume of Jesus christ 
Address: Ephesians 1:20  Website: The Bible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus Phone: Romans 10:13 

OBJECTIVE:
Hello. My name is Jesus -The Christ. Many call me Lord! I’ve sent you my resume because I’m seeking the top manage-
ment position in your heart.  Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume. 

QUALIFICATIONS 
• I founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs 3:19) 
• I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7) 
• I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7) 
• I redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13) 
• The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me, (See Galatians 3:14) 

OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND 
• I’ve only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49).   
• I’ve never been tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful. 
• My employer has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15-17) 
SKILLS WORK EXPERIENCES 
• Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted,  
 setting the captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that are bruised, (See  
 Luke 4:18). 
• I am Wonderful, Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6). People who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (See  
 Proverbs 1:33). 
• Most importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins, (See I John 1:7-9) 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
• I encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6). 
• In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3). 
• My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto your feet and a lamp unto your path, (See Psalms 
119:105). 
• I can even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 44:21). 
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
• I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all times, (See Genesis 1:26). 
• I laid down my life so that you may live, (See II Corinthians 5:15). 
• I defeated the archenemy of God and mankind and made a show of them openly, (See Colossians 2:15). 
• I’ve miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead! 
• There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention here. You can read them on my website, which is 
located at: www dot - the BIBLE. You don’t need an Internet connection or computer to access my website. 

REFERENCES 
• The great teacher- my father, JEHOVAH (Psalms 83:18) 
• Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and 
supernatural guidance 

In Summation Now that you’ve read my resume, I’m confident that I’m the only candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital 
position in your heart. In summation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead you into everlasting 
life, (See John 6:47). When can I start? Time is of the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15). 

Share this resume with everyone you know, you never know who may have an opening! 
Thanks for your help and may God bless you! 
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The HIV/AIDS Ministry

The HIV/AIDS Ministry is all about education and prevention in regards to HIV and AIDS, 
which is particularly devastating in the African-American community. 

Established in 2001, the ministry’s main focus is to raise HIV awareness and to educate the 
disciples of Alfred Street Baptist Church and the community at large about the disease. We 
also strive to provide support to those infected with and affected by HIV/AIDS. We partici-
pate in community, national and worldwide initiatives—everything from AIDS Walk Wash-
ington to the Black Church Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS to World AIDS Day. 

Among other activities:
• Provide HIV testing at our annual church health fair.

• Support the Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry’s (NOVAM) annual fundraiser by holding 
a fun-filled “Imagine a World Without AIDS” party.

• Created a gift catalog to raise money for AIDS missions program in Jinja, Uganda. 
Disciples could pick out items from the catalog to earmark their money to purchase (for 
example, uniforms for school children; sewing machines for women so they can earn 
money; bicycles for AIDS workers).

• Christmas outreach to children affected by HIV/AIDS through NOVAM’s Adopt a Fam-
ily program.

§We are focusing on providing more hands-on support to our brothers and sisters living 
with HIV/AIDS. Our motto/ministry scripture is “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). Meetings are held once a month and listed in the Sunday bulle-
tin. For more information, contact ministry director Barbranda Walls at (703) 313-8278 or 
blwalls427@aol.com.
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The ASBC Handbell Choir Brings

Music To Our Souls
A Bell Ringer’s Prayer

Help me remember my left from my right,

The black handles are sharps and the naturals are white.

Help me turn pages with gloves on my fingers,

Help me learn from the more advanced ringers.

Help me remember to hold the bells straight

So my wrists won’t get tired and my shoulders won’t ache.

Across every page the sixteenth notes race,

Please help me to count so I won’t lose my place.

Help me to match up my volume and time

To ringers who stand next to me in the line.

Help me to laugh when I make a mistake

And remember in bells “better never than late.”

Though each of us has separate bell bells that we ring,

Help us together to make the notes sing.

Thank You for each time we play the songs well.

Thank You for beautiful ringing of bells!

I know that You smile as we ring out our parts,

For we play to Your Glory with love in our hearts!

(Kathy Wedler)                                                    

Psalm 150:6 reads, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord”. 
The ASBC Handbell Choir does just that with the sweet breath of 
the bells. Our handbell choir is one of the few African American 
handbell choirs in the Capitol region.  We were founded by our 
former first lady, Mrs. Joyce K. Peterson. Since then the choir has 
grown from a 3 octave handbell choir to a 6 octave handbell choir 
with 3 octaves of handchimes.  

The handbell choir under the direction of Harriet W. Smith, can 
be heard at various times throughout the year, especially during 
the Christmas and Easter seasons.  We love to praise the Lord with 
our handbells and welcome anyone who would love to join us in 
our praise. If you can read music, please consider joining us, if you 
can’t read music but are interested in learning to ring handbells, 
please join us. We are always willing to teach proper handbell 
techniques. 

The following is the rehearsal schedule for the ASBC Handbell 
Choir: Every Monday in the Sanctuary we will be ringing our bells 
to the Glory of God.

6:15 – 6:50    New Members, Healthy Handbell Techniques,
  Sectionals Rehearsal
7:00 – 8:30    Full Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 

Praise The Lord!



Aaron Thompson........................................ DG# (14)
Abronette McDaniel (Bonnie) ................... DG# (13)
Adrian Baker .............................................. DG# (22)
Adrian Waugh ............................................ DG# (19)
Afandi Mulahi ............................................ DG# (5)
Ajani Wilson .............................................. DG# (18)
Akeem Etheridge ....................................... DG# (6)
Alaina Brown ............................................. DG# (20)
Alana Jennings ........................................... DG# (6)
Alecia Watson ............................................ DG# (11)
Alexis Stackhouse ...................................... DG# (10)
Alicia Roberts ............................................ DG# (19)
Alicia Taylor .............................................. DG# (13)
Alisha Payton ............................................. DG# (1)
Alonus Lette-Daffeh .................................. DG# (28)
Alyssa Gowens ........................................... DG# (10)
Alyssa Gray ................................................ DG# (18)
Amanda Conery ......................................... DG# (29)
Amber Gray ............................................... DG# (18)
Anastacia King ........................................... DG# (29)
Andrea Lacy ............................................... DG# (25)
Andrea Minter ............................................ DG# (17)
Andrea Wilson ........................................... DG# (18)
Angela Johnson .......................................... DG# (30)
Angela Taylor ............................................. DG# (13)
Anita Reed ................................................. DG# (21)
Annette Rosa .............................................. DG# (2)
Anniebelle Wright ...................................... DG# (25)
Antoinette McLaughlin .............................. DG# (15)
Antwanya Herbert ...................................... DG# (5)
Antwoine Davis ......................................... DG# (16)
April King .................................................. DG# (29)
Arsentha Davis ........................................... DG# (27)
Artilie Wright ............................................. DG# (25)
Ashley Bostic ............................................. DG# (18)
Audrey Sykes ............................................. DG# (11)
Autumn Jones............................................. DG# (22)

Barbara D. Brown ...................................... DG# (20)
Barbara Gonsalves-Heron .......................... DG# (10)
Barbera Grant ............................................. DG# (21)
Barry Ross .................................................. DG# (28)
Beatrice Thomas ........................................ DG# (30)
Bernard Grant ............................................. DG# (24)
Bernice Beard ............................................. DG# (23)
Beth Adams ................................................ DG# (3)
Beverly Malloy .......................................... DG# (2)
Beverly Watson .......................................... DG# (25)
Blake Norbert ............................................. DG# (29)
Bradley Ware .............................................. DG# (28)
Brandy Scott ............................................... DG# (17)
Bravetta Hassell ......................................... DG# (5)
Brian Lloyd ................................................ DG# (2)
Bridgette Joye ............................................ DG# (11)
Brittne Nelson ............................................ DG# (3)
Bryan Clayton ............................................ DG# 15)
Bryant Kennedy ......................................... DG# (29)
Bryce Green ............................................... DG# (25)
Byesheba Entzminger ................................ DG# (22)
Candace Kent ............................................. DG# (15)
Candice Campbell ...................................... DG# (6)
Carl Gray .................................................... DG# (18)
Carlos Fields .............................................. DG# (27)
Carlos Piggee ............................................. DG# (4)
Carol Ramsey ............................................. DG# (13)
Carolyn Collins .......................................... DG# (29)
Carroll Hebron ........................................... DG# (24)
Cassandra Bumbry ..................................... DG# (20)
Celestine Clark ........................................... DG# (23)
Celestine Pressley ...................................... DG# (8)
Chanelle Hardy .......................................... DG# (10)
Charese Moore ........................................... DG# (4)
Charlotte Suggs .......................................... DG# (30)
Cheryl Brown ............................................. DG# (28)
Cheryl Charity ............................................ DG# (24)

Cheryl Dobbins .......................................... DG# (6)
Cheryle Du Bose ........................................ DG# (14)

 .........................................
Christopher Dixon ...................................... DG# (21)
Christopher Harrison .................................. DG# (14)
Clara Beaver ............................................... DG# (30)
Clarence Bostic .......................................... DG# (18)
Corey Bell .................................................. DG# (17)
Courtney Harris .......................................... DG# (19)
Courtney Jones ........................................... DG# (22)
Courtney Mason ......................................... DG# (9)
Crystal Coleman ......................................... DG# (14)
Crystal Turner ............................................ DG# (15)
Crystal White ............................................. DG# (28)
Curtis Platt ................................................. DG# (7)
Cynthia Bell ............................................... DG# (10)
Cyril Johnson ............................................. DG# (10)
Danielle Price ............................................. DG# (2)
Danielle Scott ............................................. DG# (27)
Danny Blakeney ......................................... DG# (17)
Darian Nichols ........................................... DG# (9)
Darius Peele ............................................... DG# (20)
Darrell Kent ............................................... DG# (15)
Darrus Bostick ........................................... DG# (21)
Darryl Lockett ............................................ DG# (20)
Darryl McDaniel ........................................ DG# (13)
Darryl Spruill ............................................. DG# (5)
Dawn Blair ................................................. DG# (8)
Dawn Jefferson .......................................... DG# (19)
Dawn Scott ................................................. DG# (8)
Deborah Brown .......................................... DG# (21)
Deborah Patterson ...................................... DG# (6)

Christen Black ............................................ DG# (8)
Christian Bush ............................................ DG# (6)
Christina Waller ......................................... DG# (28)
Christopher Dixon ...................................... DG# (21)
Christopher Harrison .................................. DG# (14)
Clara Beaver ............................................... DG# (30)
Clarence Bostic .......................................... DG# (18)
Corey Bell .................................................. DG# (17)
Courtney Harris .......................................... DG# (19)
Courtney Jones ........................................... DG# (22)
Courtney Mason ......................................... DG# (9)
Crystal Coleman ......................................... DG# (14)
Crystal Turner ............................................ DG# (15)
Crystal White ............................................. DG# (28)
Curtis Platt ................................................. DG# (7)
Cynthia Bell ............................................... DG# (10)
Cyril Johnson ............................................. DG# (10)
Danielle Price ............................................. DG# (2)
Danielle Scott ............................................. DG# (27)
Danny Blakeney ......................................... DG# (17)
Darian Nichols ........................................... DG# (9)
Darius Peele ............................................... DG# (20)
Darrell Kent ............................................... DG# (15)
Darrus Bostick ........................................... DG# (21)
Darryl Lockett ............................................ DG# (20)
Darryl McDaniel ........................................ DG# (13)
Darryl Spruill ............................................. DG# (5)
Dawn Blair ................................................. DG# (8)
Dawn Jefferson .......................................... DG# (19)
Dawn Scott ................................................. DG# (8)
Deborah Brown .......................................... DG# (21)
Deborah Patterson ...................................... DG# (6)
Deborah Robinson ..................................... DG# (20)
Debra A. Graves- Alexander ...................... DG# (4)
Debra Flemons ........................................... DG# (28)
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We welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ

who have joined the 

Alfred Street Baptist Church Family

between January and August of 2009
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Derrick Thompson ..................................... DG# (14)
DeWayne Reed ........................................... DG# (21)
Diana Garrison ........................................... DG# (11)
Diane Duke ................................................ DG# (12)
Diane Frasier .............................................. DG# (5)
Diane Jones ................................................ DG# (20)
Dione Davis ............................................... DG# (15)
Dionne Thompson ...................................... DG# (16)
Dominick Blakeney ................................... DG# (17)
Dominique Womack .................................. DG# (15)
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    BIBLE QUIZ
Questions:
1. What is the Great Commission that Jesus gives His 
 disciples before being taken up to Heaven.

2. Jesus healed the Canaanite woman’s daughter because
 a) Her faith was great.
 b) He wanted to extend His ministry to the Gentiles.
 c) He wanted to show love for enemies.
 d) She washed His feet with perfume.

3. Connect the Thots:
 our Father
 our debts
 our daily bread

4. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away…”

 but what two-word answer would not?

5. A listing of Jesus’ ancestors, or His lineage, is found
 a) In Matthew and Luke.
 b) In Mark and John.
 c) In Genesis and Revelation.
 d) In New York’s Museum of Modern Art.

REVEREND FUN
Bible Quiz Answers:
1. “Go into all the world and preach   
the good news to all creation”   
 (Mark 16:15, 19 NIV)
2. a (Matthew 15:21-28)
3. the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)
4. My words (Matthew 24:35 NIV)
5. a (Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38)

The Church Gossip...
Mildred, the church gossip, and self-appointed monitor 
of the church’s morals, kept sticking her nose into other 
people’s business.

Several members did not approve of her extra curricular 
activities, but feared her enough to maintain their silence.

She made a mistake, however, when she accused George, 
a new member, of being an alcoholic after she saw his old 
pickup parked in front of the town’s only bar one afternoon.

She emphatically told George (and several others) that ev-
eryone seeing it there would know what he was doing.

George, a man of few words, stared at her for a moment 
and just turned and walked away.

He didn’t explain, defend, or deny.

He said nothing.

Later that evening, George quietly parked his pickup in 
front of Mildred’s house... walked home... and left it there 
all night.

You gotta love George.

A preacher finished the service one morning 
by saying,

‘Next Sunday, I am going to preach on the 
subject of liars.

As a preparation for my sermon,

I would like you all to read Mark 17.’

On the following Sunday, the preacher rose to begin.

Looking out at the congregation he said,

‘Last week I asked you all to read Mark 17.

If you have read the chapter, please raise your hand.’

Nearly every hand in the congregation went up. 
Smiling, the preacher said,

‘You are the very people I want to talk today. 
Mark has only 16 chapters.’




